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Court  Says  Gayness  No  Bar  To  Citizenship 


By  Denise  Sudell 

RICHMOND,  VA  —  A  federal 
appeals  court  has  ruled  that  a  gay 
man  who  emigrated  to  the  United 
States  from  West  Germany  cannot 
be  denied  citizenship  because  of 
his  sexual  preference. 

The  three  judges  of  the  U.S. 
Court  of  Appeals  for  the  Fourth 
District  ruled  unanimously  that 
federal  determinations  of  lack  of 
the  “good  moral  character  ” 
required  for  citizenship  could  not 
be  based  on  violations  of  state  laws 
banning  sodomy.  They  also  ruled 
that  Congress  did  not  intend  to 
include  private  sexual  conduct  as  a 
basis  for  makingthat  determination 
—  at  least  as  far  as  citizenship  is 
concerned. 

The  court  overturned  the  March 
1980  decision  of  District  Court 
Judge  Oren  R.  Lewis  to  deny 
citizenship  to  Horst  Nemetz, 


formerly  of  Frankfurt,  now  living 
in  Springfield,  Va.  Sodomy  is  a 
crime  of  “moral  turpitude”  in 
Virginia. 

Lewis  had  upheld  a  decision  by 
the  Immigration  and  Natural¬ 
ization  Service  (INS),  which 
denied  Nemetz  citizenship  in 
January  1980  on  the  grounds  that 
he  “failed  to  demonstrate  that  he 
is  a  person  of  good  moral  charac¬ 
ter  due  to  his  admission  of  the  acts 
of  sodomy.” 

But,  according  to  Richard 
Murray,  Nemetz’s  attorney,  the 
1952  federal  Immigration  and 
Nationality  Act,  which  bans 
lesbians  and  gay  male  visitors  from 
entering  the  country  because  of 
“psychopathic  personality”  and 
“sexual  deviation,”  does  not 
relate  to  citizenship.  And  the 
provision  of  the  federal  act 
detailing  standards  for 


determining  eligibility  for 
citizenship, Murraytold  GCN,  does 
notmentionprivatesexual  conduct. 

The  appeals  court  agreed  with 
Murray’s  contention,  ruling  that  it 
believes  Congress  “did  not  intend 
purely  private  sexual  activities  to 
act  as  an  absolute  bar  to  a  finding 
of  good  moral  character.” 

Since  no  federal  laws  specify 
that  private  sexual  conduct  can  be 
used  as  a  basis  for  denial  of 
citizenship,  the  court  ruled,  the 
INS,  a  federal  agency,  can  not  use 
state  law  as  a  basis  for  such  a 
denial. 

“What  we’ve  been  saying,  and 
what  the  court  agrees  with,” 
Murray  told  GCN,  “is  that  no, 
you  can’t  do  that  —  this  is  a 
federal  standard  and  you  can’t 
look  at  each  state  law  to  determine 
what  federal  standards  are  —  it 
makes  a  mockery.  It’s  just  by  an 


accident  of  geography  —  if 
Nemetz  was  in  a  jurisdiction  like 
Illinois,  which  decriminalized 
sodomy,  and  he  applied  there  [for 
citizenship],  the  INS  would  have 
no  problem!  It’s  just  that  he  was  in 
Virginia!  So  we  have  where  a 
person  lives  determining  federal 
citizenship.  It’s  crazy.” 

The  court  also  said  that 
“Nemetz’s  homosexual  activity 
cannot  serve  as  the  basis  for  a 
denial  of  a  finding  of  good  moral 
character  because  it  has  been 
purely  private,  consensual  and 
without  harm  to  the  public.” 

Murray  said  that  attorneys 
representing  the  INS  admitted  in 
oral  argument  that  the  agency  did 
not  ask  heterosexuals  whether  or 
not  they  engaged  in  sodomy. 
Virginia  laws  forbidding  the 
activity  apply  to  heterosexuals  as 
well  as  homosexuals.  The  court, 


according  to  Murray,  said  that 
there  was  “no  basis  for  distin¬ 
guishing  between  heterosexuals 
and  homosexuals.  .  .  .  The  court 
was  inferring  unfair  treatment  for 
homosexuals.” 

The  Justice  Department,  of 
which  the  INS  is  part,  has  not  yet 
announced  whether  it  will  appeal 
the  decision  to  the  Supreme  Court. 

Should  the  Justice  Department 
decide  not  to  appeal  the  decision, 
Murray  said,  “I  think  this  would 
be  the  law  of  the  land,  pretty 
much,  and  it  would  set  the  stage 
for  all  the  other  circuits  in  the 
country.  By  the  government  not 
appealing,  there’s  an  inference 
here  that  they’re  buying  it.  That 
would  make  it  even  more 
meaningful. 

“So  I’m  just  sitting  here  hoping 
it’ll  go  through,”  he  added. 


News  Analysis:  LA  Conference 

NOLAG  Founders  Battle 
Over  ‘Sexual  Freedom’ 


By  Sharon  McDonald 

LOS  ANGELES  —  It  was  the 
best  of  times:  in  a  historic  move, 
lesbians  and  gay  men  founded  the 
National  Organization  of  Les¬ 
bians  and  Gays  (NOLAG),  a 
grass-roots  action  organization, 
on  April  26  here. 

It  was  the  worst  of  times:  bitter 
conflict  over  an  issue  called 
“sexual  freedom”  by  its  propon¬ 
ents  and  “child  molesting”  by 
some  of  its  opponents  nearly  tore 
the  heart  out  of  NOLAG’s 
founding  conference. 

It  is  ironic  that  a  population 
already  reviled  for  its  sexual  de- 
viancy  from  the  prevailing  value 
system  could  enforce  its  own  devi¬ 
ant  classes.  A  second  irony  is  that 
the  same  phenomenon  first  seen 
with  Anita  Bryant,  the  equation 
of  homosexuality  with  child  mol¬ 
estation,  has  now  appeared  inde¬ 
pendently  within  the  com¬ 
munity. 

It  had  all  been  going  fairly 
smoothly  right  before  the  sexual 
freedom  resolution  was  intro¬ 
duced  by  its  authors,  the  Northern 
California  delegation.  The 
resolution  was  a  generalized 
statement  of  support  for  minority 
sexual  lifestyles  within  the  les- 
bian/gay  population:  “lesbians 
and  gay  men  involved  in  sado¬ 
masochism,  cross-generational  sex 
and  prostitution,  as  well  as  drag 
queens,  transvestites,  and  trans 
persons”  (see  box). 

The  resolution  did  not  call 
for  any  specific  actions,  such  as 
lowering  the  age  of  consent,  which 
most  lesbian-feminists  strongly 
opposed  on  the  grounds  that  it 
would  remove  girls’  legal  protec¬ 


tion  from  heterosexual  rape  and 
incest. 

The  resolution  was  correctly 
anticipated  by  many  to  become  a 
major  issue  at  the  conference,  but 
there  had  been  no  real  factionali- 
zation  until  it  was  put  on  the  floor 
for  discussion  Saturday  after¬ 
noon.  Although  people  were  al¬ 
ready  tired  enough  that  sugges¬ 
tions  for  speeding  up  the  agenda 
received  as  much  applause  as 
eleoquent  political  speeches,  the 
mood  was  friendly. 

Delegates  passewd  five  reso¬ 
lutions  with  almost  no  opposition, 
concerning  U.S.  involvement  in  El 
Salvador,  gay  rights  lobbying,  the 
Coors  beer  boycott,  U.S. 
immigration  policies,  and 
international  genocide  of  gay  and 
lesbian  people.  But  the  easy  flow 
of  work  came  to  a  jolting  halt  with 
the  introduction  of  the  sexual 
freedom  resolution. 

Delegates  took  up  battle  posi¬ 
tions  eight  deep  behind  two  micro¬ 
phones  for  debate  which  had 
stood  practically  unused 
throughout  previous  votes.  The 
speeches  took  a  sudden  personal 
turn,  as  pro  and  con  arguments 
began  to  include  the  speakers’ 
lives  and  histories,  as  well  as  their 
opinions  and  analyses. 

Lesbians  and  gay  men  were 
debating  the  same  resolution,  but 
often  different  subjects:  cross- 
generational  sex,  child  sexual 
abuse,  pedophilia,  and  lowering 
the  age  of  consent.  Without  a  mu¬ 
tually  agree-upon  definition  of 
words  like  “coercion,”  “consen¬ 
sual,”  and  “exploitation,”  the 
delegates  were  arguing  not  only 
different  subjects,  but  in  different 


languages  as  well. 

The  first  step  toward  res¬ 
olution  of  conflicts  will  have 
to  be  to  get  lesbians  and  gay  men 
talking  the  same  language, 
meaning  the  same  things  by  the 
terms  used.  But  even  if 
all  were  to  agree  on  definitions, 
the  debate  is  only  on  the  most 
superficial  level  a  semantic  one. 

Onewhiteman  angrily  addressed 
opponents  of.  the  measure,  '“Do 
not  speak  for  me.  I  had  a  relation¬ 
ship  when  I  was  15,  with  a  man 
twice  my  age,  and  I  was  the  initia¬ 
tor.  I  knew  exactly  what  I  was 
doing,  and  I  was  not  exploited. 
Do  not  ever  speak  for  me.” 

Moments  later,  this  man  sat  in 
the  audience  and  heard  a  black 


Greg  Day 

Janet  Bellwether,  center,  and  Susie  Bright,  right,  coauthors  of  the 
sexual  freedom  resolution,  hold  up  their  badges  to  vote  in  favor  of 
the  resolution. 


lesbian  delegate  match  his  anger 
with  her  own:  “I  want  us  to  talk 
about  jobs  for  youth,  not  sex. 
Hustling  is  not  sexual  freedom. 
We  need  jobs.  Don’t  talk  to  me 
about  being  15.  I’m  19,  and  I  rep¬ 
resent  thousands  of  youth,  and 
youth  does  not  want  his  resolu¬ 
tion.” 


“You  can’t  wipe  out  my  whole 
past  because  I’m  25  now,  ”  the 
man  shouted  back  from  the  floor. 

“I’m  not  trying  to  wipe  out 
your  past.  If  I  wanted  to  do  that, 
I’d  do  it  with  a  shotgun.”  The 
speaker  left  the  auditorium  amid 
shouts  from  the  floor  for  the  chair 
Continued  on  page  6 


News  Analysis:  LA  Conference 

NOLAG  Activists  Plan 
To  Tackle  Right’s  Attacks 


By  Eric  E.  Rofes 

The  launching  of  the  National 
Organization  of  Lesbians  and 
Gays  (NOLAG)  in  Los  Angeles 
marks  the  culmination  of  efforts 
by  grass  roots  activists  from 
throughout  the  nation  to  forge  an 
alliance  that  can  begin  to  tackle 
the  difficult  issues  that  the  les- 
bian/gay  community  faces  on  a 
national  level. 

While  the  conference  sessions 
were  not  without  heated  discus¬ 
sion  and  debate,  the  assembly 
seemed  unified  behind  the  goal  of 
forming  a  national  organization 
capable  of  responding  to  attacks 


Debate  on  the  sexual  freedom  resolution  crossed  both  racial  and  gender  lines. 


KJ!  LJUJ/ 


from  the  Right. 

While  previous  conferences  by 
the  March  on  Washington  organi¬ 
zation  deliberately  steered  clear  of 
formation  of  a  new  lesbian/gay 
organization,  at  the  Los  Angeles 
conference,  activists  from  such  di¬ 
verse  locations  as  Arizona,  Maine, 
Hawaii,  Indiana,  Florida,  Mon¬ 
tana,  Pennsylvania,  Alaska  and 
Massachusetts  spent  the  weekend 
debating  the  specific  structure  and 
goals  of  the  new  organization, 
determined  to  leave  L.A.  with  a 
clear  set  of  implementation  guide¬ 
lines. 

What  emerged  from  the  confer¬ 
ence  was  NOLAG,  a  membership 
organization  of  both  organiza¬ 
tions  and  individuals,  committed 
to  organizing  a  strong  and  active 
lesbian  and  gay  community. 
While  part  of  NOLAG’s  agenda 
over  the  next  few  years  will  incude 
mass  actions  such  as  a  march  on 
the  United  Nations,  the  organiza¬ 
tion  has  also  taken  on  a  strong 
commitment  to  organizing  media 
watch  and  response  groups,  work¬ 
ing  against  the  so-called  Family 
Protection  Act,  and  building  a 
communications  network  at  the 
local  and  regional  level. 

Unlike  the  March  on  Washing¬ 
ton  organization,  actions  will  be 
used  to  build  the  membership  of 
the  organization  and  strengthen 
its  reputation  and  power  in  the 
community.  Despite  the  fact  that 
people  at  the  conference  consist¬ 


ently  insisted  that  NOLAG  would 
not  be  a  gay  version  of  NOW  or 
the  Black  United  Front  or  the 
NAACP,  delegates  were  clearly 
interested  in  creating  a  lesbian/gay 
group  with  the  stature  and  clout 
of  these  organizations. 

It  is  obvious  that  the  first  few 
years  of  NOLAG  will  be  fraught 
with  the  problems  every  new  or¬ 
ganization  faces:  hazy  policy  and 
structure,  lack  of  clearly  defined 
and  mandated  leadership,  the  lack 
of  money  and  resources. 

Many  delegates  at  the  confer¬ 
ence  were  aware  of  this  problem 
and  urged  the  assembly  to  ap¬ 
prove  realistic  goals  for  the  first 
few  years.  Others  ignored  such 
mundane  factors  as  finances, 
staff,  and  mailing  lists,  and  fought 
on  the  floor  for  grandiose  schemes 
that  would  take  a  well-honed  or¬ 
ganization  to  tackle  effectively. 

As  it  turned  out,  NOLAG  was 
granted  a  conservative  budget  and 
a  laundry  list  of  activities  for  its 
first  year.  The  ability  of  the  un¬ 
manageably  large  coordinating 
committee  to  work  the  organiza¬ 
tion  into  manageable  form  in  the 
next  six  months  will,  in  part,  de¬ 
termine  the  success  of  NOLAG. 

Perhaps  most  impressive  at  the 
conference  was  the  assembly’s  in¬ 
sistence  in  insuring  that  the  or¬ 
ganization  was  inclusive  of  previ¬ 
ously  excluded  members  of  the 
community.  The  March  on  Wash- 
Continued  on  Page  7 
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News  Notes 


Would  this  happily  married  woman  engage  in  a  lesbian  relationship? 


quote  of  the  week 

"There  will  be  no  satanic  churches,  no  more  free 
distribution  of  pornography,  no  more  abortion  on  de¬ 
mand,  no  more  talk  of  rights  for  homosexuals.  When 
the  Christian  majority  takes  control,  pluralism  will  be 
seen  as  immoral  and  evil  and  the  state  will  not  permit 
anybody  the  right  to  practice  evil.” 

—  Gary  Potter,  president  of  Catholics  for  Chris¬ 
tian  Political  Action  and  a  framer  of  the  Family  Protec¬ 
tion  Act,  talking  about  what  the  act  wil  accomplish  if 
passed.  Quoted  by  Larry  Bush  and  Richard  Goldstein 
in  their  cover  essay,  "The  Anti-Gay  Backlash:  It’s  Not 
Just  Coming  From  The  Right,”  in  the  Village,  April 
8-14,1981. 


pride 

Communities  across  the  nation  and  around  the 
world  are  preparing  to  celebrate  their  versions  of  Les¬ 
bian  and  Gay  Pride  Week,  commemorating  the  1969 
Stonewall  Riots  in  New  York’s  Greenwich  Village, 
generally  regarded  as  the  start  of  the  lesbian  and  gay 
movement.  A  look  at  some  communities’  plans: 

•  Back  where  it  all  began,  in  New  York,  the 
Christopher  Street  Liberation  Day  Committee  is  plan¬ 
ning  its  twelfth  annual  march  and  rally  for  June  28. 
This  year’s  theme  is  “A  Community,  A  Movement,  A 
Way  of  Life.”  For  more  information,  contact  CSLDC, 
c/o  Gay  Media  Alliance,  P.O.  Box  27,  Vanderveer  Sta¬ 
tion,  Brooklyn,  NY  11210. 

•  In  San  Francisco,  the  Parade  Committee 
seems  to  have  put  all  splits  behind  them  and  are  going 
all  out  for  this  year’s  celebration,  themed  “Front  Line 
of  Freedom.”  They’ve  opened  not  one,  but  two  parade 
offices,  and  are  publishing  a  newspaper  just  to  let 
people  know  about  the  events  planned  throughout  the 
month  of  June,  culminating  in  the  June  28  parade  and 
rally.  Contact  them  at  Parade  Committee,  c/o 
Women’s  Building,  Box  12,  3543  18th  St.,  San  Fran¬ 
cisco.  CA  94110,  or  call  (415)  861-5404  or  (415) 
474-2321. 

•  Santa  Barbara,  Cal.,  is  celebrating  its  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Unity  Week  during  the  lasxt  week  of  May.  The 
organizer’s  mailing  address  is  1128  De  La  Vina  Street, 
Santa  Barbara,  CA  93101,  or  call  (805)  963-3636. 

•  Denver,  Co.,  celebrate  Lesbian  and  Gay  Free¬ 
dom  Week  at  the  end  of  June.  Major  events  will  in¬ 
clude  a  candlelight  rally  at  the  state  capitol  June  26, 
and  a  parade  and  rally  June  28.  For  more  information, 
contact  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Community  Center  of 
Colorado,  P.O.  Box  18467,  Denver,  CO  80218,  (303) 
831-6268  or  (303)  837-1598. 

•  Phoenix,  Az.,  will  hold  its  first  lesbian  and  gay 
rights  march  during  Gay  Pride  Week,  on  June  27.  For 
more  information,  contact  LGPPC,  P.O.  Box  33667 
Phoenix,  AZ  85067,  or  call  (602)  257-0350. 

•  The  Chicago  Gay/Lesbian  Pride  Committee  is 
planning  this  year’s  celebration  for  late  June.  To  con¬ 
tact  the  committee,  call  (312)  348-8243.  Ken  Withers  is 
trying  to  assemble  antique  and  classic  vehicles  to 
participate  in  the  parade  to  help  publicize  the  Gay 
History  Project  of  the  Gay  Academic  Union.  Contact 
Ken  at  Box  6972,  Chicago,  IL  60680. 

•  In  Washington,  D.C.,  Gay  and  Lesbian  Pride 
Week  runs  from  June  17  to  23.  This  year’s  P  Street 
Festival  June  21  will  be  kicked  off  by  a  march.  For 
more  information,  contack  Gay  and  Lesbian  Pride 
Week,  1469  Church  Street  N.W.,  Washington,  DC 
20005. 

•  And  in  Boston,  the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride 
Planning  Committee  is  planning  events  throughout 
the  month  of  June,  with  the  annual  march  and  rally  set 
for  June  20.  The  committee  meets  every  Monday  even¬ 
ing  (see  details  in  Calendar).  Contact  them  at  (617) 
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help! 

•  The  Cambridge  Lesbian  Mothers  Support 
Group  is  planning  a  Boston  march  and  rally  in  support 
of  the  black  families  in  Atlanta  and  in  opposition  to 
violence  and  oppression  on  Mother’s  Day,  May  10. 

“We  do  not  feel  that  we  can  put  Atlanta’s  child¬ 
ren  from  our  minds  while  we  joyously  celebrate 
Mother’s  Day  with  our  own  children.”  say  the  organ¬ 
izers  in  a  press  statement. 

The  march  will  begin  at  1:00  p.m.  at  Roberto 
Clemente  Park,  on  the  Fenway  behind  the  Museumof 
Fine  Arts,  and  proceed  to  the  Boston  Common  for  a 
rally. 

•  Commonwoman,  Vermont’s  feminist  news¬ 
paper,  needs  to  raise  $1200  in  order  to  continue  to 
publish  for  a  year.  They  are  asking  for  contributions  of 
any  amount.  Send  what  you  can  to  Commonwoman, 
Box  242,  Winooski,  VT  05404. 

•  The  Lansing  Association  for  Human  Rights 
needs  funds  to  buy  radio  time  in  order  to  advertise  a 
four-part  cable  TV  series  called  Lesbians  and  Gay 
Men:  The  80s.  The  series,  which  will  be  broadcast 
during  Lesbian-Gay  Pride  Week  (Lansing  celebrates  it 
during  the  second  week  in  May),  was  produced  by 
local  gay  men,  lesbians,  and  friends  in  the  mid- 
Michigan  area.  The  Media  Committee  of  the  Lesbian- 
Gay  Pride  Week  organization  ways  that  they  need  to 
raise  $3500  by  May  10.  “No  contribution  is  too  small.  If 
you  can,  send  money.  If  not,  send  encouragement.” 
Make  checks  payable  to  “Lansing  Association  for 
Human  Rights,”  and  send  them  to  LGPW-MEDIA,  P.O. 
Box  12086,  Lansing,  Ml  48901. 


California  is  safe 

SACRAMENTO,  CA  —  California’s  anti-discrim¬ 
ination  laws  have  been  saved. 

The  Bay  Area  Reporter  says  that  sections  of  Marz 
Garcia’s  Senate  Bill  516  which  would  have  eliminated 
all  local  oardinances  banning  discrimination  (see 
GCN,  Vol.  8,  No.  40)  have  been  removed  from  the  bill. 

Had  the  sections  passed,  all  power  to  prohibit 
discrimination  on  any  basis  would  have  been  held  by 
the  state  legislature,  which  recently  refused  for  the 
third  time  to  pass  a  bill  banning  discrimination  on  the 
basis  of  sexual  preference  (See  GCN,  Vol.  8,  No.  39). 

Among  the  local  laws  which  would  have  been 
eliminated  is  San  Francisco’s  ordinance  prohibiting 
discrimination  against  lesbians  and  gay  men. 


morality  crusader  pinched  on  sex  rap 

TAMPA,  FL  —  Police  here  have  arrested  the 
leader  of  a  local  effort  to  ban  sex  education  books  and 
charged  him  with  illegal  sex  acts  with  two  minors. 

Jack  Gregorio,  46,  is  president  of  the  Florida 
group  called  Taxpaying  Parents  Against  Kiddie  Smut. 
Gregorio  campaigned  to  have  all  sex-educational 
books  removed  from  young  peoples  sections  of 
libraries,  according  to  the  Austin,  Tex.,  American- 
Statesman. 

Police  spokesperson  John  Barker  said  Gregorio 
was  charged  with  sexual  battery  against  a  17-year-old 
boy.  He  is  also  charged  with  performing  a  lewd  and 
lascivious  act  involving  an  8-year-old  girl. 

Police  said  the  alleged  acts  took  place  between 
September  and  April. 


dan  white  sued 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Two  lawsuits  against 
former  city  Supervisor  Dan  White,  admitted  killer  of 
openly  gay  Supervisor  Harvey  Milk  and  pro-gay  Mayor 
George  Moscone  in  November  1978,  are  expected  to 
be  settled  soon  by  the  division  of  a  $100,000  home¬ 
owner’s  insurance  policy  carried  by  White. 

A  wrongful-death  lawsuit,  naming  White  as  de¬ 
fendant,  was  filed  by  attorneys  representing  Gina 
Moscone,  the  mayor’s  wife,  in  November  1979.  The 
suit  was  filed  in  an  attempt  to  collect  payment  from 
the  homeowner’s  insurance  policy  to  provide  for  the 
Moscones’  four  children. 

On  the  same  day  Gina  Moscone’s  suit  was  filed, 
the  San  Francisco  city  attorney’s  office  filed  a  lawsuit 
against  White  seeking  reimbursement  for  worker’s 
compensation,  pension,  and  other  benefits  paid  out 
after  the  deaths  of  Moscone  and  Milk. 

In  the  out-of-court  settlement  recommended  by 
the  city  attorney’  office  and  endorsed  by  the  Board  of 
Supervisor’s  Finance  Committee,  $80,000  willgoto  the 
mayor’s  widow  and  $20,000  to  the  city. 

A  bid  by  White,  who  is  currently  in  Soledad  State 
Prison,  for  reduction  of  his  seven-year,  eight-month 
sentence  on  two  counts  of  voluntary  manslaughter 
was  recently  rejected  by  local  courts. 

The  voluntary  manslaughter  conviction  and  re¬ 
sulting  sentence,  considered  excessively  short  by 
members  of  San  Francisco’s  lesbian  and  gay  com¬ 
munity  and  others,  touched  off  rioting  when  it  was 
announced  in  May  1979. 


oh  billie  jean,  is  it  true? 

LOS  ANGELOS  —  Tennis  star  Billie  Jean  King’s 
former  secretary  Marilyn  Barnett,  is  suing  her  for 
“palimony,”  claiming  that  she  and  King  lived  together 
as  lovers  during  the  early  1970’s. 

In  a  suit  filed  in  Los  Angelos  County  Superior 
Court,  Barnett  claims  she  gave  up  a  hairdresing  career 
to  become  secretary,  confidante,  companion,  cook, 
cleaning  person  and  “all  other  things  necessary  so 
that  King’s  energy  could  be  totally  directed  toward 
playing  tennis.” 

Barnett  says  in  the  suit  that  she  has  been  living 
since  1974  in  a  house  that  she  and  King  bought  to¬ 
gether  at  that  time,  and  that  although  she  left  King’s 
employin1974  no  attempt  has  been  made  to  evict  her. 
She  claims  that  King  and  her  husband/business  man¬ 
ager,  Larry,  have  decided  to  sell  the  house,  and  asks 
the  court  to  rule  that  it  cannot  be  sold  without  her 
permission. 

The  suit  also  seeks  half  the  property  King 
acquired  during  their  alleged  relationship,  and 
lifetime  support  for  Barnett,  now  a  paraplegic 
because  of  a  fall. 

The  suit,  filed  by  attorney  Joel  F.  Ladin,  states 
that  “on  or  about  May  1972  in  Los  Angelos,  Calif., 
Barnett  and  King  met  and  began  dating  on  a  regular 
basis.  Sexual  intimacy  between  Barnett  and  King 
commenced  approximately  six  months  after  their  first 
date.” 

King,  on  a  tennis  tour  in  Orlando,  Fla.,  issued  a 
statement  terming  Barnett’s  allegations  “untrue  and 
unfounded.” 

“I  am  completely  shocked  and  disappointed  by 
the  actions  Ms.  Barnett  has  taken,”  she  said  in  the 
statement. 

King  said  that  Barnett  worked  for  her  as  a 
secretary  in  the  early  mid-1970’s. 

“When  I  decided  to  cut  down  on  some  of  my  busi¬ 
ness  activities  and  concentrate  more  on  playing 
tennis,  Marilyn’s  work  was  phased  out  and  she  return¬ 
ed  to  her  former  profession  as  a  hairstylist  in  Beverly 
Hills,  My  husband  Larry  and  I  have  been  very  sympath¬ 
etic  to  her  plight  in  the  last  few  years,”  her  statement 
said. 


quickies 

Baltimore  lesbians  and  gay  men  are  protesting 
the  appointment  of  know  homophobe  Milton  A. 
Dugger  to  the  city’s  school  board  . . .  The  New  York 
City  Union  of  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men  has  opened  an 
office.  Contact  them  at  216  W.  102nd  St.,  2nd  floor, 
New  York,  NY  10025,  (212)  243-7300  ...  “Sidney 
Shorr,”  a  made-for-TV  movie  about  a  lonely 
homosexual  man,  has  been  spun  off  into  a  weekly 
NBC  TV  series  for  this  fall.  Tony  Randall  will  repeat 
his  starring  role  as  Sidney.  NBC  head  Fred  Silverman 
is  convinced  that  “even  Jerry  Falwell  and  his  Moral 
Majority  will  think  it’s  terrific”  ...  A  Russian  diplomat 
believed  to  be  a  KGB  agent  has  been  sent  home  after 
what  columnist  Jack  Anderson,  writing  in  the  New 
York  Post,  describes  as  a  “drunken  gay  melee.” 
Anderson  says  Yuriy  Igorevich  Osipov  went  cruising 
in  D.C.  s  Malcolm  X  park,  a  popular  spot  for  muggers 
as  well  as  gay  men,  and  got  into  a  spot  of  trouble  when 
two  men  tried  to  roll  him.  Anderson  claims  that 
Osipov  tried  to  accost  a  man  who  attemped  to  help 
him  fend  off  the  robbers,  and  was  eventually  picked 
up  for  drunken  driving  by  Metropolitan  Police  . . . 
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Top  Court  Won’t  Hear 
Ky.  Lesbian  Mother  Case 


Bv  Jil  Clark 

LOUISVILLE,  KY  —  The  U.S. 
Supreme  Court  has  refused  to 
hear  a  child  custody  suit  involving 
a  lesbian  from  Kentucky.  The 
high  court,  in  denying  certiorari, 
let  stand  a  Kentucky  Court  of  Ap¬ 
peals  decision  to  switch  custody  of 
a  Louisville  girl  to  her  father  on 
the  ground  that  her  mother’s 
lesbian  relationship,  begun  after 
her  divorce,  could  “potentially” 
harm  the  child. 

Luanne  Stevenson  v.  Gary  Ray 
Stevenson  is  the  first  custody  case 
involving  a  lesbian  mother  that 
the  high  court  has  considered 
hearing. 

According  to  Robert  Smith,  at¬ 
torney  for  the  Louisville  mother 
of  a  five  year  old  girl,  evidence  of 
Luanne  Stevenson’s  parental  fit¬ 
ness  was  “so  strong  that  had  the 
high  court  taken  the  case,  it  would 
have  ruled  in  her  favor”  and  set 
national  precedent  favoring  the 
rights  of  lesbian  and  gay  male 
parents. 

“I  think  they  [the  Supreme 
Court  justices]  are  just  afraid  of 


selves  with  rules  of  their  own 
making,”  Smith  told  GCN. 

According  to  Smith,  “A  denial 
of  certiorari  doesn’t  mean  the 
Supreme  Court  approves  of  the 
[appelate]  court’s  decision  .  .  . 
There  has  been  no  negative  prec¬ 
edent  set  by  this  case.” 

However,  Smith  said  that  he  is 
“rather  disconcerted’’  that 
Justices  William  Brennan  and 
Thurgood  Marshall  did  not  dis¬ 
sent  from  the  court’s  decision. 

Brennan  and  Marshall  wrote 
dissenting  opinions  when  the 
court  refused  to  hear  Jarrett  v. 
Jarrett,  a  case  in  which  an  Illinois 
woman  who  divorced  her  husband 
and  moved  in  with  another  man 
was  denied  custody  of  her  child 
because,  an  Illinois  court  said,  she 
was  violating  a  state  fornication 
statute.  Brennan  and  Marshall 
wanted,  to  take  that  case,  Smith 
said,  and  wrote  a  dissention  in 
which  they  objected  to  the  Illinois 
court’s  making  “per  se  distinc¬ 
tions”  instead  of  considering  the 
merits  of  the  case. 

“We  felt  that,  in  Luanne’s  case, 


se ’distinction  by  deciding  that  her 
lesbianism  per  se  makes  her  unfit 
[to  parent],  when  in  fact  she  is  an 
exemplary  mother.” 

Stevenson  will  return  on  May 
19  to  the  trial  court  judge  who 
originally  upheld  her  right  to 
custody  to  request  a  rehearing 
based  on  “new  circumstances;” 
according  to  Smith,  Gary  Ray 
Stevenson  has  not  paid  child 
support  for  two  months  and  he 
and  his  new  wife  did  not  in 
Smith’s  opinion  adequately  pro¬ 
vide  for  the  daughter  Shannon’s 
comfort  during  her  last  visit.  “He 
had  her  sleep  on  the  floor  —  in  his 
bedroom  no  less!” 

Luanne  Stevenson,  who  has 
been  fighting  for  custody  of  Shan¬ 
non  since  November  1977,  told 
GCN  she  is  angry  about  the  high 
court’s  refusal  to  hear  her  case. 

“I  think  it’s  a  shame  they  didn’t 
have  the  guts  to  deal  with  it  be¬ 
cause,  if  they  had,  1  would  have 
won.  I’m  still  in  a  state  of  shock 
.  .  .  It’s  hard  for  me  to  think  of 
her  [Shannon]  leaving.” 


Rink  —  'SI 


The  San  Francisco  Gay  Men’s  Chorus  finally  performed  —  at  a  Pro¬ 


testant  church. 


Picketers  Protest 
SF  Chorus  Ban 


the  issue,  so  they  insulate  them-  the  Kentucky  court  made  a  ‘per 

Toronto  Police  Arrest 
Six  Bathhouse  Owners 


By  Jil  Clark 

TORONTO  —  Police  here  have 
arrested  six  gay  men,  all  of  whom 
own  or  have  owned  shares  in  bath 
houses  here,  and  charged  them 
with  conspiracy  to  live  off  the 
proceeds  of  crime  and  conspiracy 
to  commit  crime.  The  crimes  with 
which  they  are  charged  include 
“running  a  common  bawdy 
house,”  distributing  and  selling 
obscene  material,  commission  of 
acts  of  buggery,  and  commission 
of  acts  of  gross  indecency. 

Under  arrest  are  George  Hislop, 
who  holds  an  elected  position  on 
the  City  Planning  Board;  activist 
attorney  Peter  Maloney,  Jerry 
Levy,  Rick  Stenhouse,  Jack 
Campbell,  who  owns  the  Club 
Bath  in  Miami;  and  Raymond 
Diemer,  also  a  U.S.  citizen. 

Anal  intercourse  and  oral  sex 
are  considered  “acts  of  gross 
indecency”  in  the  Canadian  crim¬ 
inal  code,  but  a  person  cannot  be 
prosecuted  for  “gross  indecency” 
if  the  act  is  done  in  private  and 
involves  only  two  people,  who  are 


persons  over  the  age  of  21. 
Canadian  law  defines  a  “common 
bawdy  house”  as  a  place  that  is 
occupied  “for  purposes  of  prosti¬ 
tution  or  the  practice  of  acts  of 
gross  indecency.” 

The  “obscene  matter  or  mate¬ 
rial”  which  the  men  are  charged 
with  possessing  and  distributing 
include  cock  rings,  tit  clamps,  butt 
plugs  and  ass  spreaders. 

Maloney  told  GCN  that  he, 
Hislop,  and  Levy  “surrendered” 
themselves  to  the  police  last  week, 
were  arrested  and  fingerprinted 
and,  after  a  delay  which  Maloney 
believes  was  “a  deliberate  attempt 
[on  the  part  of  the  government]  to 
humiliate  us,”  released  on  their 
own  recognizance.  The  fourth  Ca¬ 
nadian,  Stenhouse,  is  out  of  the 
country  at  the  present  time.  Camp¬ 
bell  and  Diemer  are  “fighting  ex¬ 
tradition”  in  the  U.S.,  Maloney 
said. 

Hislop  is  part  owner  of  the 
Barracks;  Campbell,  Stenhouse 
and  Levy  are  part  owners  in  the 
Toronto  Club  Baths,  according  to 


tic.  Both  clubswere  among  those 
raided  three  months  ago,  resulting 
in  the  arrest  of  273  men  in  one  eve¬ 
ning  (see  GCN,  Vol.  8,  Nos.  30 
and  33). 

Maloney,  a  former  shareholder 
in  the  Club  Baths  here,  said  he 
believes  the  court  will  have  to 
dismiss  the  case  against  him  at  the 
first  hearing  because  he  sold  his 
shares  last  June  —  six  months  be¬ 
fore  police  investigation  began. 

A  seventh  man,  Robert  Mont¬ 
gomery,  who  is  not  associated  with 
the  baths,  has  also  been  arrested. 
He  runs  a  “small  cottage-type 
business  on  the  side  making  small 
leather  objects  for  S&M  use,” 
Hannon  told  GCN.  In  addition  to 
the  charge  that  he  is  “running  a 
common  bawdy  house”  and  dis¬ 
tributing  obscene  material  and 
objects  for  use,  he  is  accused  of 
selling  dangerous  weapons. 

Continued  on  Page  13 


Bv  John  Kvper 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Nearly  a 
hundred  people  picketed  and 
leafleted  outside  St.  Mary’s 
Cathedral  for  two  hours  on  Easter 
morning,  to  protest  Roman  Cat¬ 
holic  Archbishop  John  Quinn’s 
canceling  of  a  concert  by  the  Gay 
Men’s  Chorus  that  had  been 
scheduled  at  University  of  San 
Francisco’s  St  Ignatius  Church 
(see  GCN,  Vol.  8,  No.  38).  The 
demonstration  was  organized  by 
Solidarity,  a  newly-formed  lesbian 
and  gay  militant  group  in  San 
Francisco. 

Quinn  had  cancelled  the  April 
25  concert  because  he  felt  it  would 
imply  church  approval  of  homo¬ 
sexuality.  The  chorus,  represented 
by  Gay  Rights  Advocates,  sued 
the  Archdiocese  to  allow  the 
concert. 

On  April  16  the  chorus  refused 
a  church  offer  to  pay  damages  of 
$1333,  one  third  of  the  amount  it 
claims  to  have  spent  preparing  for 
the  concert.  Superior  Court  Judge 
Ira  Brown  refused  to  order  the 
church  to  let  the  concert  proceed. 

In  the  meantime,  the  chorus  ac¬ 
cepted  an  offer  from  the  Epis¬ 
copal  Diocese  to  hold  two  con¬ 
certs,  April  24  and  25,  at  Trinity 
Church.  Trinity  holds  only  800 
people,  however,  1700  people 
fewer  than  St.  Ignatius;  and  the 
reduced  revenue  will  be  included 


in  a  damage  claim  when  the 
breach  of  contract  trial  resumes 
before  Judge  Brown.  No  date  has 
been  set. 

The  concert  had  been  plannedto 
raise  revenue  for  the  chorus’ 
planned  national  tour  in  June. 

Demonstrators  leafleted  wor¬ 
shipers  coming  for  the  10:30  mass, 
which  Archbishop  Quinn  was 
celebrating.  Although  they  re¬ 
ceived  some  hostility,  the  response 
from  those  going  into  the  church 
was  described,  generally,  as 
receptive.  Picketers  circled  in 
fromt  of  the  cathedral  carrying 
signs  that  included  “Thank  God 
I’m  Gay”  and  “Archbishop  or 
Arch-hypocrite?” 

A  leaflet  prepared  by  Solidarity 
challenged  Quinn’s  claim  that  the 
Church  had  spent  “  years  of 
building  rapport  with  the  gay 
community.”  It  cited  several 
examples  to  bolster  its  charges. 

The  leaflet  closed  with  a  chal¬ 
lenge  to  Archbishop  Quinn  “to 
put  his  words  into  action  by 
working  for  a  policy  of  non-dis¬ 
crimination  against  gay  men  and 
lesbians  within  his  church,  as  well 
as  without.  We  call  on  him  to  take 
leadership  within  this  community 
to  end,  rather  than  perpetuate, 
blatant  discrimination  against  all 
gay  people.”  —  filed  from 
Berkeley,  CA 


husband  and  wife  or  consenting  George  Hannon  of  the  Body  Poli- 

Healy  Must  Remain 
In  Jail  Till  Appeal 


Family  Protection  Act 
Introduced  Into  House 


By  David  Gillon 

SPRINGFIELD,  MA  —  Hamp¬ 
den  County  Superior  Court  Judge 
Kent  B.  Smith  has  denied  without 
comment  a  motion  to  stay  exe¬ 
cution  of  the  life  in  prison  sentence 
for  Wayne  Healy,  a  29-year-old 
gay  man  convicted  of  the  murder 
of  his  former  brother-in-law  in 
Holyoke  in  August  1980  (see 
GCN,  Vol.  8.  No.  39). 

However,  Healy’s  attorney, 
Murray  B.  Shulman,  has  refiled 
the  motion  with  the  Supreme 
Judicial  Court,  and  will  argue 
again  for  Healy’s  release  on  May  6 
before  Judge  Carl  Liacos  in 
Boston.  The  motion  seeks  to  allow 
Healy  to  remain  free  on  bond 
while  the  judicial  court  rules  on  an 
appeal  of  the  murder  conviction. 

The  appeal  process  may  take  a 
year  or  more,  and  Healy’s  sup¬ 
porters,  who  say  he  is  innocent, 
want  him  free  until  then. 

According  to  Shulman,  Massa¬ 
chusetts  courts  have  never  allowed 
a  person  convicted  of  first-degree 
murder  to  be  free  on  bail  while 
awaiting  appeal.  Most  persons 
convicted  of  serious  violent  crime 
are  sent  to  Walpole  State  prson, 
and  Healy’s  supporters  have 


begun  to  lobby  the  Department  of 
Corrections  to  prevent  his  in¬ 
carceration  there. 

Healy  told  GCN  that  a 
psychologist  who  examined  him 
during  a  four-day  confinement  at 
Walpole  concluded  that  he  was 
“not  a  hardened  criminal,”  and 
was  unsuited  for  release  into  the 
general  population  at  Walpole. 
Healy  said  that  the  doctor  recom¬ 
mended  that  for  Healy’s  safety,  he 
be  confined  at  another  facility. 

According  to  Healy,  prisoners 
at  Walpole  were  already  aware  of 
his  homosexuality  and  the  details 
of  his  conviction  before  his  arrival. 
He  said  prisoners  were  calling  him 
“Wendy,”  and  that  he  feared  he 
would  be  sexually  attacked. 

The  Wayne  Healy  Defense 
Coalition  has  formed  to  raise  legal 
defense  funds  and  to  promote 
public  awareness  of  what  spokes¬ 
person  Tom  Groblewski  called 
“the  inability  of  the  courts  to 
insulate  gay  defendants  from  anti¬ 
gay  bias  and  a  gross  miscarriage  of 
justice.”  The  coalition  is 
composed  of  Healy’s  friends, 
family,  co-workers,  and  lesbian 
and  gay  activists  as  well  as  other 
western  Massachusetts  residents. 


By  Christine  Guilfoy 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  The 
Family  Protection  Act,  a  powerful 
and  wide  ranging  piece  of 
legislation  which  would  adversely 
effect  gays,  women,  labor  and 
minorities  continues  to  be 
redrafted  in  preparation  for  its 
reintroduction  into  the  Senate  by 
Roger  Jepson  (R-IA),  its  chief 
sponsor. 

Although  one  version  of  the 
FPA  has  already  been  introduced 
into  the  House  of  Representatives 
by  George  Hanson  (R-ID),  he  is 
expected  to  withdraw  this  bill  in 
deference  to  Jepson ’s  which  will 
serve  as  the  final  version  for  both 
the  House  and  the  Senate. 

By  introducing  the  same  bill  into 
both  houses,  the  bill’s  sponsors 
hope  to  substantially  reduce  the 
time  spent  in  hammering  out  a  fi¬ 
nal  version  in  joint  conference 
committee  later. 

The  FPA  was  originally  intro¬ 
duced  last  year  by  Sen.  Paul  Laxalt 
(R-NV),  a  Reagan  confidant,  but 
it  made  little  progress  in  what  was 
then  a  Senate  controlled  by  the 
Democrats. 

The  original  bill  contained  32 
provisions,  one  of  which  would 
prohibit  any  “entity”  which 
presents  “homosexuality”  as  an 
acceptable  alternative  lifestyle 
from  receiving  federal  funds.  This 


would  affect  not  only  groups  and 
organizations  which  are  even  re¬ 
motely  pro-gay  but  may  also  affect 
individuals  as  well. 

The  Village  Voice  reported  that 
the  Congressional  Research  Ser¬ 
vice,  “a  government  agency  that 
reviews  the  impact  of  proposed 
legislation,”  has  concluded  that 
individuals  could  be  denied  Social 
Security,  welfare  and  veterans 
benefits  based  on  their  stance  on 
lesbian  and  gay  rights. 

There  have  also  been  provisions 
which  would  prevent  virtually  any 
regulation  of  any  organization, 
(including  schools),  which  are 
directly  or  indirectly  operated  by  a 
church  or  a  religious  organization. 
This  has  left  some,  such  as  Lisa 
Cronin  Wohl,  writing  for  Ms.,  to 
fear  that  racist  and  sexist  schools 
will  be  allowed  to  operate  with 
impunity. 

The  bill  may  also  require  that 
the  parents  of  any  minor  seeking 
contraceptives  or  treatment  of 
V.D.  be  notified  prior  to  treat¬ 
ment. 

Schools  which  require  that 
teachers  belong  to  a  union,  and 
states  that  do  not  reintroduce 
prayer  into  the  public  schools, 
would  also  be  subject  to  cutoff  of 
federal  funds. 

The  FPA  may  also  seek  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  government  from 


strengthening  current  child  and 
spouse  abuse  laws. 

Guy  Shine,  an  aide  to  Hanson, 
told  GCN  that  both  Hanson  and 
Jepson  are  working  together  to 
develop  the  finalized  version. 
“We’re  cooperating  fully  with 
Jepson’s  office.  Both  bills,  the  one 
that  Rep.  Hanson  introduces  and 
the  one  that  Sen.  Jepson  intro¬ 
duces,  will  be  identical.”  Neither 
Jepson  nor  Hanson  have  any 
official  co-sponsors  at  this  time. 

When  asked  by  GCN  why  the 
bill  was  introduced  prior  to  being 
finalized.  Shine  said,  “Ours  [the 
House  version]  is  like  a  bookmark 
—  more  or  less  for  planning 
purposes  for  the  committees 
[which  will  have  to  schedule  hear¬ 
ings],  We  felt  it  was  necessary  to 
have  it  in,  even  though  we  were 
going  to  revise  it.” 

However,  Steve  Endean  of  Gay 
Rights  National  Lobby  speculated 
differently.  “[Hanson]  probably 
wanted  to  beat  somebody  else  to 
the  punch.  He  was  probably  afraid 
that  Larry  McDonald  or  some¬ 
body  would  have  jumped  at  it.  He 
moved  quickly  so  that  he  could  be 
the  key  player  on  the  House  side.” 

When  asked  about  the  delay  in 
introducing  the  finalized  bill,  Gina 
Bessey,  an  aide  to  Sen.  Jepson, 
told  GCN,  “With  the 
Continued  on  page  6 
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Editorial 


Sex,  Violence  and  the  Atlanta  Murders 


In  weekly  staff  meetings  at  GCN,  one  thing  we  do  is  review  the  previous  week’s  paper. 
Our  article  (GCN,  Vol.  8,  No.  39)  about  the  racist  murders  of  young  black  people  in  Atlanta 
generated  a  lot  of  discussion.  The  discussion  centered  around  two  main  issues:  our  society’s 
(and  our  own)  ideas  about  what  violence  and  sexuality  are  and  how  they  are  related,  and  the 
way  the  media  covers  them. 

We  wondered  why  the  straight  media,  some  gays  in  Atlanta,  and  we  at  GCTVhad  begun 
to  see  the  sexuality  of  the  killer  as  relevant  to  the  solution  of  the  murders  and  newsworthy. 
We  think  it’s  because  of  the  gross  confusion  between  sex  and  violence  which  permeates  our 
culture  —  so  that  violent  acts  such  as  rape  or  murder  are  called  “sex”  crimes,  or  crimes  of 
“passion.”  The  straight  media  plays  upon  this  confusion  when  it  uses  phrases  like 
“homosexual  rape”  or  “gay  murder.”  When  a  lesbian  or  a  gay  man  is  involved  in  a  violent 
act,  either  as  a  perpetrator  or  a  victim,  her  or  his  sexuality  is  seen  as  involved  in  that  act. 
However,  as  gay  people  have  pointed  out  many  times,  how  often  do  we  read  headlines  about 
“heterosexual  killers”? 

Straight  society  regards  us  queers  as  perverted  criminals  because  of  our  sexuality.  The 
only  situation  in  which  sexual  activity  is  not  regarded  as  criminal  in  our  society  is  when  the 
participants  are  male  and  female,  two  in  number,  in  private,  of  a  certain  age  and  preferably 
of  a  certain  race,  arranged  in  missionary  position  and  united  in  holy  matrimony. 

Beverly  Harvard,  an  assistant  to  Lee  Brown,  Atlanta’s  Public  Safety  Commissioner, 


was  quoted  in  the  GC/V  article  as  saying,  “Yes, we’re  looking  for  a  Ku  Klux  Klan  member. 
Yes, we’re  looking  for  a  homosexual.  Yes,  we’re  looking  for  a  prisoner.  We  have  to  look  at 
them  until  we  can  rule  them  out.  Everybody  [sic]  is  suspect.”  (With  a  perspective  on  the 
world  that  places  Klan  members,  gays  and  prisoners  in  one  category  it  is  perhaps  not 
surprising  that  the  investigators  have  failed  to  find  the  murderer.)  This  equation  of  gay 
people  with  members  of  the  Ku  Klux  Klan  is  a  symptom  of  the  way  in  which  those  in  power 
have  set  minorities  against  one  another.  Gay  sexuality  is  connected  with  violent  bigotry. 
People’s  anger  is  manipulated  and  directed  at  other  oppressed  people.  Those  in  power  are 
safe  while  they  comfortably  watch  us  kill  each  other  off. 

The  media  have  been  warning  us  about  riots.  However,  if  the  killer  of  young  black 
people  in  Atlanta  is  found  to  be  white,  it  won’t  change  the  structure  of  relations  between 
blacks  and  whites  in  this  country  at  all.  We  live  in  a  society  full  of  hatred  where  people  of 
color,  women,  gays,  are  perfectly  acceptable  targets  for  violence.  The  way  in  which  the 
murders  in  Atlanta  are  being  reported  in  the  media  makes  it  possible  to  forget  about  that 
ubiquitous,  daily  violence  and  to  pretend  that  Atlanta  is  the  only  place  where  violence 
happens.  To  cite  only  one  gruesome  series  of  events,  13  black  women  were  murdered  during 
the  first  four  months  of  1979  here  in  Boston  and  the  murderer  has  never  been  caught.  We  are 
all  in  Atlanta. 


Comm  unity  Voices 


mothers  day  march 
for  atlanta 

Dear  Friends, 

“We  cannot  live  without  our  lives.”  This  line 
from  a  poem  by  Barbara  Deming  is  a  grim  re¬ 
minder  that  while  many  of  us  are  struggling  for 
decent  wages  and  good  living  conditions,  others 
are  fighting  first  for  their  very  survival.  For  the 
Black  children  in  Atlanta,  that  struggle  is  turning 
into  a  nightmare. 

As  the  past  few  months  have  brought  us  news 
of  ever-increasing  numbers  of  Atlanta’s  Black 
children  being  murdered,  the  Cambridge  Lesbian 
Mothers  Group  felt  the  need  to  do  something  to 
show  our  outrage  over  the  murders  and  our  sup¬ 
port  for  the  victims’  families. 

As  mothers,  and  especially  as  lesbian  mothers 
who  face  the  threat  of  losing  our  children 
through  custody  battles,  we  can  imagine  the  fear 
of  an  Atlanta  parent  every  time  a  child  leaves  the 
house,  and  then  the  mounting  terror  if  that  child 
is  late  returning  home. 

We  do  not  feel  that  we  can  put  Atlanta’s  chil¬ 
dren  from  our  minds  while  we  joyously  celebrate 
Mothers  Day  with  our  own  children.  We  decided 
instead  to  hold  a  Mothers  Day  March  on 
Sunday,  May  10th,  for  solidarity  with  the  Black 
families  in  Atlanta .  . 

We  hope  that  people  will  turn  out  in  large 
numbers  with  us  on  that  day  to  show  our  oppo¬ 
sition  to  violence  and  oppression.  We  feel  it  is 
important  that  the  city  of  Boston,  which  has 
itself  been  the  scene  of  racial  violence,  show  that 
it  has  a  large,  active  community  struggling 
against  racism. 

We  also  feel  it  is  important  that  we  have  a 
large  lesbian  and  gay  presence  at  the  march.  The 
media  has  been  creating  a  lot  of  homophobia 
around  the  murders  by  suggesting  that  some  of 
the  victims  have  been  involved  in  homosexual 
hustling.  This  has  the  effect  not  only  of  de¬ 
valuing  the  victims’  lives,  but  also  of  setting  up 
one  oppressed  minority  against  the  other.  It  is 
important  that  we  show  our  concern  and  our 
support  for  the  Black  community  in  a  very  visible 
way. 

We  understand  that  the  march  itself,  no  matter 
how  large,  is  no  solution  to  rampant  murders  of 
Black  children.  Neither  for  that  matter  is  the 
wearing  of  green  ribbons  to  symbolize  the  value 
of  life.  But  they  are  not  just  empty  gestures. 

We  will  be  sending  a  message  of  our  caring  and 
support  to  Atlanta’s  Black  community.  We  will, 
in  large  numbers,  be  saying  that  we  will  not  toler¬ 
ate  violence  against  Black  people  in  Atlanta,  or 
Boston,  or  anywhere.  We  will  clearly  be  showing 
that  oppressed  groups  can  join  together  to 
oppose  what  is,  after  all,  a  common  enemy.  We 
will  be  making  important  connections  between 
the  struggle  against  racism,  sexism  and  homo¬ 
phobia. 

The  alternative  is  to  keep  silent  and  do 
nothing. 

We  will  be  meeting  at  1:00  at  Roberto  Cle¬ 
mente  Park,  on  the  Fenway  behind  the  Museum 
of  Fine  Arts,  for  the  march  and  then  a  rally  at  the 
Boston  Common. 

Please  —  everyone  —  join  us. 

Gia  Berkman 

for  the  Lesbian  Mothers’s  Group 
Cambridge,  MA 


the  link 


To  the  womin’s  community: 

This  is  the  sixth  month  that  the  Collective  has 
been  working  to  raise  money  for  a  very  special 
wimin’s  space  in  the  Boston  area.  The  last  Col¬ 
lective  fundraising  party  sparked  me  to  write  this., 
letter  in  hopes  of  reminding  wimin  what  we  are 
striving  for. 

For  almost  eight  years  the  Saints  was  a  major 
part  of  my  life.  It  was  the  place  where  I  came 
out.  1  hardly  drank  but  I  went  to  that  bar  several 
times  a  week.  Why? 

I  went  because  the  Saints  was  the  Link  —  the 
connecting  link  to  other  lesbians,  to  our  com¬ 
monness,  to  our  differences,  to  the  knowledge 
that  we  existed  in  large  numbers,  to  positive 
images,  to  information  about  issues,  struggles, 
growth.  It  was  a  link  to  meeting  new  friends,  to 
delighting  in  new  lovers,  to  how  wonderful  it  felt 
to  be  openly  sensual  —  without  fear.  It  was  the 
link  to  my  pain,  to  my  tears,  to  breaking  up  and 
still  knowing  I  was  not  alone  despite  the  depth  of 
my  despair.  It  was  a  supportive,  caring,  protect¬ 
ive  place.  It  was  the  only  place  to  go  after  an 
exhilirating  wimin’s  music  concert  or  to  return  to 
after  Michigan.  The  Saints  was  the  first  bar 
where  I  could  ever  really  dance,  feeling  myself 
and  my  body  to  b  beautiful  and  worthy.  And  so 
many  other  strong  beautiful  wimin  dancing  all 
around  me.  Everything  was  so  natural,  so  easy¬ 
going  —  so  real. 

And  now  —  now  we  have  non-communica¬ 
tion,  “nowhere  to  go  where  its  wimin  only 
space,”  and  isolation  —  not  the  ideal  attributes 
for  maintaining  a  strong  community. 

But  we  can  make  it  real  again.  The  apparent 
lessening  of  commitment  (i.e.  decreased  partici¬ 
pation  in  fundraising  events)  brings  up  the  issue 
of  responsibility  for  making  our  dream  a  reality. 
It  is  not  only  the  Collective  who  is  responsible  for 
this  dream  but  each  of  us  in  this  wimin’s  com¬ 
munity.  If  we  dare  to  still  call  ourselves  a  com¬ 
munity  then  we  must  come  together  to  function 
as  one.  With  increasing  repression  all  around  us 
we  must  be  especially  strong  and  in  touch  with 
our  “Collective”  power.  This  vision  of  a  wimin- 
oriented-wimin  loving  oasis  is  within  our  reach  if 
we  each  contribute  our  energy  and  money  with 
consistency  and  commitment. 

Let’s  live  up  to  our  reputation  as  the  nation’s 
finest  lesbian  community! 

Seja  Joyce  (Fishman) 
with  support  from: 

Diane  Bazner 
Diane  Fontaine 
Irene  Dicks 
Suzie  Kraus 
Natick,  MA 

typed  and 
double-spaced 

GCN  welcomes  letters  to  “Community 
Voices.”  If  at  all  possible,  your  let¬ 
ters  should  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE¬ 
SPACED.  Anonymous  letters  will  not 
be  published,' but  names  will  be  with¬ 
held  upon  request.  Letters  should  be  ad¬ 
dressed  to  Community  Voices,  GCN, 
22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108. 


good  vibrations  condolences 


Dear  GCN, 

I  am  a  deaf  woman  from  San  Francisco,  CA.  I 
received  the  Gay  Community  News  from  Boston, 
MA  in  April,  1981.  I  spotted  an  article  from 
Community  Voices.  This  article  had  been  written 
to  “Deaf  Friends”  from  Nancy  V.  Becker. 

After  reading  her  letter  I  was  happy  to  find  that 
she  understood  the  deaf  and  hearing-impaired 
culture.  I  think  it’s  a  good  idea  to  inform  hearing 
people  of  the  needs  of  deaf  individuals  especially 
in  a  performance  situation.  Some  of  us,  for 
example,  need  closer  seating  to  see  facial  expres¬ 
sion,  lip-read  interpreters,  and  feel  any  musical 
vibrations.  A  hearing  person  may  enjoy  a  singer’s 
voice.  A  deaf  person  may  enjoy  that  same  voice 
through  an  interpreter,  “hearing”  that  voice 
through  movement  and  visual  rhythm. 

Timothy  Near  was  the  first  interpreter  for  a 
singer.  I  saw  her  at  Holly  Near’s  concert  at  La 
Cumbre  High  School  in  Santa  Barbara,  CA  in 
1976.  I  was  the  only  deaf  woman  there  and  had 
informed  Holly  beforehand  so  she  arranged  for 
her  sister  to  interpret  for  me.  I  was  fascinated  that 
I  could  really  understand  the  words  and  music  for 
the  first  time. 

In  1978  when  I  visited  San  Francisco  and 
Berkeley,  CA  I  had  the  opportunity  to  see 
Lynneth  Taylor  interpret  and  saw  her  using 
American  Sign  Language,  the  language  I  have 
spoken  all  my  life.  Through  the  use  of  an 
interpreter  I  have  seen  performers  who  have 
touched  my  life:  Cris  Williamson,  Meg  Christian, 
Margie  Adam  and  Holly  Near.  These  women  and 
others  have  helped  me  better  understand  the 
world  I  live  in. 

I  appreciated  Nancy  V.  Becker’s  letter.  And  I 
want  to  say  thanks  to  Gay  Community  News  for 
printing  this  article. 

Yours  truly, 

RoseMary  Ortiz 
San  Francisco,  CA 


Design 

Director 

Gay  Community  News  is 

looking  for  a  Design 
Director.  Graphic  Arts 
skills  necessary  as 
well  as  a  commitment  to 
feminism  and  social  change. 
Low  salary  plus  medical 
benefits.  June  1  opening. 
Address  inquiries  and 
resumes  to  Amy  Hoffman, 
GCN,  22  Bromfield  Street, 
Boston,  MA  02108  or  call 
(617)  426-4469. 


Dear  Friend, 

We  are  deeply  shocked  to  hear  of  Mel  Horne’s 
recent  death  on  April  9,  1981.  Our  deepest 
condolences  to  his  lover,  members  of  his  family 
and  the  staff  of  GCN. 

We  are  facing  violence  here  in  New  York  also 
and  it’s  a  shame  society  treats  us  like  this. 
However,  someday  we  all  can  live  in  peace  and 
harmony.  If  there  is  anything  we  can  do,  please 
write  us  at  Gay  Opinion  Forum  and  we  will  reply 
as  soon  as  possible. 

With  sencerest  condolences, 

Christopher  Jaeger 
Executive  Secretary,  GOF 
216  Seventh  Avenue,  Suite  2-H 
New  York, NY  10011 

good  riddance 

Dear  GCN, 

In  Vol.  8,  No.  38,  Andrea  Loewenstein  offers 
almost  complete  praise  of  the  film  “Les  Bons 
Debarras”  (Good  Riddance),  about  a  mother- 
daughter  love  affair  —  “an  extraordinarily 
beautiful  and  charming  film”  —  but  doesn’t  tell 
us  that  the  mother  is  homophobic  and  calls  one 
male  character  “faggot!”  several  times. 

I  wonder  if  Ms.  Loewenstein  would  have  been 
so  charmed  if  the  word  “dyke”  had  been  the 
epithet  and  it  had  been  a  father-son  love  affair 
(shades  of  boy  love)? !  I  would  hope  that  in  the 
future  GCN  reviewers  should  warn  us  of  homo- 
phobic  movies,  since  most  reviewers  in  straight 
publications  do  not. 

Grant  Lloyd 
Glendale,  CA 


Features 

Editor 

Gay  Community  News  is 

looking  for  a  Features 
Editor.  Editing  and  writ¬ 
ing  skills  necessary  as 
well  as  a  commitment  to 
feminism  and  social  change. 
Responsible  for  regular 
features  and  monthly  book 
supplements.  Low  salary, 
medical  benefits.  June  1 
opening*.  Address  inquiries 
and  resumes  to  Amy  Hoff¬ 
man,  GCN,  22  Bromfield 
Street,  Boston,  MA  02108. 
(617)  426-4469 
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Speaking  Out 


Atlanta  to  Boston  to  Buffalo  to... 


By  William  E.  Alberts 

Twenty-six  black  children  and  youths  in  Atlanta  have  now  been  found  murdered,  with 
one  other  missing,  and  still  no  arrests  have  been  made  since  these  hideous  crimes  began  in 
July  of  1979.  It  is  imperative  that  we  make  the  connections  between  these  children  and 
youths,  the  still  unsolved  1979  murders  of  1 1  black  women  in  Boston  and  the  death  of  black 
14-year-old  Levi  Hart  by  the  gun  of  white  Officer  Richard  Bourque  in  1980,  the  yet  unsolved 
slayings  of  seven  black  men  in  Buffalo,  the  killing  of  four  black  people  by  a  still 
unapprehended  white  slasher  in  New  York  City,  the  killing  in  February  of  a  24-year-old 
black  man  in  Meriden,  Connecticut  by  an  off-duty  white  policeman,  the  lynching  in  March 
of  a  19-year-old  black  man  in  Mobile,  Alabamba  and  a  “White”  House  in  Washington  now 
occupied  by  a  President  who  said  he  grew  up  unaware  of  racial  problems,  and  by  that  he 
meant  that  none  existed  in  “the  good  old  days.”  Children  in  Atlanta,  mothers  in  Boston, 
and  fathers  in  Buffalo  —  that  takes  care  of  the  whole  black  family. 

From  Atlanta  to  Boston  to  Buffalo  to  the  “White’  ’  House  the  lives  of  black  people  are 
neither  respected  nor  protected.  Their  officially  perceived  worthlessness,  which  encourages 
acts  of  physical  violence  against  them  and  with  less  fear  of  apprehension,  is  especially  seen  in 
the  murders  of  all  these  young  black  people  in  Atlanta. 

Why  did  months  pass  and  1 1  children  die  and  the  mothers  of  the  slain  and  missing 
children  have  to  mobilize  an  angry  outcry  before  the  Atlanta  police,  the  Georgia  Bureau  of 
Investigation  and  the  FBI  begin  to  see  a  pattern  and  consider  it  an  emergency?  Why  did  it 
take  over  17  months  and  at  least  17  dead  black  children  before  the  White  House  spoke  out 
against  these  crimes?  Why  did  the  city  of  Atlanta  meet  with  resistance  from  President 
Reagan  for  some  time  before  he  finally  provided  financial  assistance  —  and  then  the  amount 
he  gave  was  less  that  requested? 

The  attempts  to  deny  that  white  racism  is  behind  these  horrible  murders  is  astounding 
—  and  most  revealing.  A  blatant  example  of  the  white  racism  is  the  apathy  toward  the 
victims  that  existed  for  so  long. 

How  many  murdered  and  missing  white  children  in  Boston  or  any  other  city  would  it 
take  for  legal,  political  and  other  authorities  to  conclude  that  their  deaths  were  the  result  of  a 
black  conspiracy,  and  act  on  that  conclusion?  Twenty-five?  Twenty?  Twelve?  Two?  How 
many  such  murders  would  it  take  in  Wellesley,  or  any  other  affluent  predominately  white 
community  before  the  police  and  FBI  were  to  become  involved  and  crack  the  case?  How 
long  did  it  take  for  the  Boston  police,  spurred  on  by  intensive  press  coverage  and  a  $10,000 
reward,  to  arrest  two  black  suspects  in  the  rape  and  murder  recently  of  a  young  affluent 
white  Back  Bay  nurse?  —  less  than  a  week! 

Many  people  would  assume  that  if  a  black  person  or  persons  committed  the  Atlanta 
murders,  that  would  prove  it  was  not  a  white  racist  plot.  On  the  contrary,  our  racist  society, 
with  its  white  supremacy  mentality,  could  indoctrinate  in  a  black  person  a  self-hatred  that 
might  lead  him  to  act  out  in  such  ways  against  black  children.  Just  as  many  oppressed  people 
in  ghettos  turn  their  hatred  inward  upon  themselves  and  each  other  —  because  they  are  in  no 
position  to  turn  their  anger  outward  upon  the  white  racist  power  structures  that  are 
oppressing  them.  And  these  very  structures  also  are  adept  at  using  certain  amenable  black 
people  for  appearances  of  equality  to  legitimize  the  political,  economic,  and  legal 
oppression  actually  being  perpetrated. 

Certain  people  think  the  killer  of  the  children  is  probably  a  mentally  deranged  person. 
The  evidence  indicates  that  the  killer  or  killers  is  a  professional,  with  paramilitary  training, 
able  to  stalk  his  victim  in  broad  daylight  in  a  city  that  has  become  quite  on  guard,  kill 
unsuspecting  children  with  an  efficient  technique,  and  leave  no  clues.  Even  if  it  were  a 
deranged  killer,  our  society’s  sick  historic  ingrained  white  racism  has  made  it  clear  who  are 
the  more  acceptable  people  to  act  out  against.  In  the  Atlanta  area  a  paramilitary  training 
camp  offers  a  10-day  course  on  the  most  efficient  ways  of  murdering  people,  and  this  school 
for  killing  operates  without  interference  from  the  authorities  —  as  do  other  hate-mongering 
right  wing  extremist  and  white  supremist  groups  in  the  area. 

Another  dimension  of  the  white  racism  behind  the  Atlanta  killings  in  that  most  all  of 
the  victims  are  poor  children  —  children  who  had  to  work  at  odd  jobs  that  involved  being  on 
the  street,  children  whose  mothers  worked  in  order  to  survive,  children  for  whom  money 
was  not  available  to  provide  safe  places  to  be  and  adequate  supervision. 

Most  telling  are  the  extremes  to  which  white-controlled  media  and  authorities  have 
gone  to  avoid  dealing  with  and  divert  attention  from  the  obvious  white  racism  surrounding 
the  murders.  Certain  media  have  branded  the  slain  children  “hustling  street  kids”  —  the 
implication  being  that  their  own  “shady”  behavior  contributed  to  their  slayings. 

Some  media  and  authorities  have  gone  a  step  further  by  introducing  the  “homosexual 
theory.”  They  speculate  that  a  number  of  the  children  and  youths  —  all  but  two  of  whom 
were  males  —  may  have  been  murdered  by  a  gay  man  or  men  for  whom  they  had  provided 
sexual  favors  for  a  price.  This  theory  confuses  sex  with  violence,  sets  up  gay  people  for 
attack  by  suggesting  that  homosexuality  carries  with  it  an  inherent  potential  for  murder,  and 
thus  subtlely  profanes  two  oppressed  groups  while  pitting  the  one  against  the  other. 

Another  diversionary  extreme,  voiced  by  an  FBI  official,  is  that  four  of  the  children 
were  actually  murdered  by  their  parents.  He  is  implying  that  black  parents  are  even  less 
caring  of  their  offspring  than  most  animals  are. 

The  long  delay  and  pressure  needed  before  officials  took  the  murders  seriously,  the 


theories  that  not  only  depreciate  but  blame  the  victims  —  these  are  examples  of  white  racist 
power  structures  bent  on  minimizing  the  impact  of  and  their  accountability  for  the  murders 
of  all  these  black  children. 

Black  people  in  Atlanta  are  calling  the  killer  or  killers  of  the  children  “The  Man.” 
“The  Man”  is  a  phrase  used  by  black  people  to  refer  derogatorily  to  our  white-controlled 
and  racist  power  structures  —  to  the  police,  to  the  courts,  to  the  government,  to  big 
business,  to  “Whitey.” 

I’ve  been  talking  about  “The  Man”  who  is  engaging  in  a  concerted  search  for 
scapegoats  to  cover  up  his  white  racism  —  the  lack  of  equal  access  to  jobs  and  justice 
perpetrated  by  discriminatory  and  inflammatory  economic,  legal,  politicals  and  religious 
systems. 

I’m  referring  to  President  Ronald  Reagan  —  “The  Man”  who  would  sendtoo  little  to 
Atlanta  and  too  much  to  El  Salvador.  “The  Man”  who  would  say  that  “the  situation  in 
Atlanta  is  one  of  the  most  tragic  .  .  .  ever  to  confront  an  American  city”  while  waging  a 
murderous  assault  on  millions  of  black  and  white  children  with  his  proposed  cuts  in  aid  to 
dependent  children,  food  stamps,  free  school  lunches,  student  loans.  Affirmative  Action, 
public  service  jobs,  public  transportation,  health,  education  and  social  service  programs, 
and  the  arts  and  humanities.  “The  Man”  who  would  take  food  out  of  the  mouths  of  white 
and  black  children  to  feed  a  gluttonous  military  budget. 

“The  Man”  who  is  now  a  victim  himself  of  the  very  violence  he  has  helped  to 
perpetuate  by  his  opposition  to  gun  control  that  extends  from  handguns  to  nuclear 
weapons,  and  by  his  intended  increased  military  budget  and  decreased  economic,  health  and 
social  service  programs  that  would  overflow  the  already  swollen  ranks  of  truly  needy  black 
and  white  people  and  result  in  far  greater  violence  in  the  streets  of  our  country  —  w'ith 
Proposition  2Vi  exacerbating  the  problem  in  Massachusetts. 

What  should  be  our  response  to  Atlanta  and  Boston  and  Buffalo  and  New  York  City  and 
Miami  and  the  “White”  House?  Many  people  across  the  country  are  wearing  green  ribbons. 
That  is  one  place  to  begin  —  though  it  can  be  an  easy  way  of  doing  nothing  while  creating  the 
illusion  of  being  involved. 

Boston  is  still  suffering  from  such  an  illustion.  In  1979  Humberto  Cardinal  Medeiros  of 
the  Archdiocese  of  Boston  and  Bishop  Edward  G.  Carroll  of  the  Boston  Area  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  responded  to  the  City’s  severe  overt  racial  violence  and  pervasive 
underlying  white  racism  by  getting  275,000  people  to  sign  a  “Covenant  of  Justice,  Equity 
and  Harmony”  and  to  wear  a  Covenant  pin.  Their  orchestrated  effort,  with  many  other 
religious  leaders  also  participating,  received  widespread  support  and  coverage  by  media. 
The  Covenant  was  easy  to  sign  because  it  expressed  what  most  people  would  want  to  be 
known  publicly  for  professing,  remained  general,  and  did  not  mention  any  names  except 
for  God’s.  Medeiros  and  Carroll—  whose  own  Archdiocese  and  Area  are  pervaded  by  white 
racism  that  has  been  well  documented  —  presented  bound  volumes  containing  the  names  of 
275,000  Covenant  signers  to  the  Governor  and  the  Mayor  —  the  heads  of  two  other  white- 
dominated  structures  having  similar  histories  of  racism.  A  year  later  Bishop  Carroll 
“rescued”  the  bound  copies  of  covenant  signatures  from  the  basement  of  the  church  where, 
according  to  The  Boston  Globe,  “they  had  lain  .  .  .  since  they  were  presented  to  Governor 
Edward  J.  King  and  Mayor  Kevin  H.  White  at  a  service  there  .  .  .”  Behind  the  illusion  of 
“Justice,  Equity  and  Harmony”  created  by  these  chaplains  of  “The  Man”  is  a  covenant  of 
docility,  diversion  and  deception. 

It  is  quite  obvious  that  countless  people  wearing  green  ribbons  are  deeply  concerned 
and  involved,  and  in  no  way  are  their  motives  being  questioned.  But  it  is  equally  obvious 
that  “The  Man”  is  not  adverse  to  wearing  a  green  ribbon  himself  —  nor  to  praying.  In  fact, 
“The  Man”  would  feel  quite  comfortable  with  everyone  in  this  country  wearing  a  green 
ribbon,  and  even  praying  —  as  long  as  everyone  stays  in  his  and  her  place  and  doesn’t  get 
out  of  hand. 

Massive  protests  are  needed  that  will  enable  concerned  persons,  committed  to 
democratic  principles,  to  get  out  of  hand.  On  May  3rd  such  a  protest  occured  when 
numerous  groups  committed  to  peace  and  justice  sponsored  a  national  march  on  the 
Pentagon  that  called  for  stopping  the  US  war  build-up,  getting  out  of  El  Salvador,  halting 
the  draft,  providing  money  for  jobs  and  human  needs  rather  than  more  weapons,  and 
ending  racism,  repression  an  all  forms  of  bigotry.  On  Memorial  Day,  May  25  The  Atlanta 
Committe  to  Stop  Children’s  Murders  is  leading  a  national  march  on  Washington  to  protest 
the  murder  and  oppression  of  children  across  the  country.  The  last  thing  “The  Man”  wants 
is  for  hundreds  of  thousands  of  outraged  people  to  join  in  these  kind  of  marches  to  untie  the 
racism  and  militarism  strangling  the  life  out  of  black  and  white  people  in  this  nation  and 
humanbeingsabroad.  Such  national  —  and  local  —  protests  and  other  forms  of  massive 
direct  action  are  desperately  needed  to  say  No!  to  “The  Man”  and  Yes!  to  life. 

“Speaking  Out”  is  the  column  designed  for  the  benefit  of  GCN  readers.  It  is  part  of  our 
continuing  effort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion  for  the  community.  We  encourage 
you  to  send  your  thoughts,  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us  and  we  encourage  you  to 
respond  to  any  ideas  expressed  in  this  space.  The  opinions  expressed  in  “Speaking  Out” 
do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  newspaper,  the  staff  or  the  advertisers.  Write 
c  o  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108 


Community  Voices 


not  my  brother 

Dear  GCN, 

I  don’t  know  why  you  bothered  to  publish  the 
totally  inane  and  venomous  ranting  of  L.  Craig 
Schoonmaker  of  Homosexuals  Intransigent 
(April  18)  but  since  you  did,  as  a  male  radical 
feminist  and  feminist  wiccan,  I  must  offer  a  reply. 
1  have  read  the  writings  of  lesbian  separatists; 
unlike  Schoonmaker’s  letter  they  offer  some 
intelligent  and  perceptive  insights.  I  support  the 
right  of  women  to  choose  separatism  —  it  is  a 
reasoned  response  to  the  oppression  of  a  patri¬ 
archal  society.  However,  there  is  no  justifying  the 
sickening,  bigoted  views  expressed  in  Schoon¬ 
maker’s  letter  anymore  than  there  is  for  neo-Nazi 
David  Duke’s  National  Association  for  the  Ad¬ 
vancement  of  White  People.  (For  a  great  analysis 
of  the  fallacy  of  the  outcry  of  “reverse  discrim¬ 
ination”  see  the  article  by  Daniel  C.  Maguire  in 
the  March  1981  issue  of  Crisis,  the  NAACP 
magazine.) 

I  am  not  only  angered  but  saddened  that  there 
are  gay  men  who  hold  such  views  as  expressed  in 
that  letter,  and  furthermore  want  to  scream  it 
loud  YOU  DO  NOT  SPEAK  FOR  ME!  When  I 
think  of  all  my  dear  lesbian  friends  and  even  some 


straight  feminist  women  I  feel  disgusted  that  there 
is  such  an  element  claiming  to  be  part  of  gay 
liberation,  I  suggest  Mr.  Schoonmaker  align  him¬ 
self  with  such  friends  of  human  dignity  and 
justice  as  the  Klan,  the  Nazis,  the  Moral  Majority 
and  the  porn  industry  rather  than  embarass  the 
rest  of  us  with  his  profession  of  “brotherhood.”  I 
am  proud  to  say  that  I  am  a  NOW  member  as  well 
as  an  NGTF  member,  and  that  I  have  contributed 
in  the  past  to  such  organizations  as  Women 
Against  Pornography  and  the  Lesbian  Mothers 
National  Defense  Fund  as  well  as  the  local  shelter 
for  abused  women  and  children.  I  hope  this  does 
not  sound  too  self-righteous,  but  1  just  received 
GCN  and  read  Communtiy  Voices  and  am  very 
upset  and  angered.  I  think  I’ll  go  put  on  some 
music  by  Alix  Dobkin  —  that’s  the  best  response  I 
know.  s 

Goddess  Help  Us! 

Patrick  Alther 
Charlottesville,  VA 

PS.  I  know  this  is  off  the  above  subject,  but  when 
oh  when  are  we  going  to  get  another  Cookie  Jones 
serial  from  the  talented  pen  of  Ms.  Camper? 


on  deborah  smith 

Dear  GCN, 

I  have  never  sent  you  a  letter  before,  but  after 
reading  your  piece,  “Racist  Response,”  on  the 
Deborah  Smith  murder,  I  feel  that  I  must. 

If  you’d  gotten  your  facts  straight,  you’d  have 
mentioned  that  the  woman  (not  a  black  or  white 
woman,  a  woman)  was  cut  to  pieces.  I  work  with 
a  nurse  who  was  on  the  scene,  who  has  night¬ 
mares  about  the  gruesomeness  of  it,  and  you 
have  the  gall  to  pay  so  much  attention  to  the  race 
of  the  victim.  When  the  last  woman  —  a  black 
woman  —  living  in  that  building  was  killed,  you 
did  not  mention  what  color  she  was.  Most  of  us 
did  not  know  what  color  Deborah  Smith’s 
murderers  were  for  a  long  time.  It  did  not  matter 
to  most  of  us,  rich  or  poor,  their  crime  was 
simply  atrocious. 

I  hope  you’ll  get  the  next  story  right  before 
you  print  it. 

Mary  McLaughlin 
Boston,  MA 


gay  philately 

Dear  Friends, 

We  are  looking  for  gay  stamp  collectors  to  join 
the  American  Topical  Association.  We  want  to 
start  a  Gay  Study  Unit,  which  would  promote  gay 
history  on  stamps.  Those  interested  please 
contact; 

Paul  Hennefeld 
54  Overlook  Rd 
Monclair,  NJ  07043 
or 

Brian  Lanter 

33  Washington  Sq.  W.,  0523 
New  York,  NY  1001 1 


correction 

Part  of  a  sentence  was  left  out  in  the  letter 
to  Community  Voices  last  week  entitled 
“dream  or  nightmare.”  The  sentence  should 
have  read:  “A  committee,  preferably  paid, 
including  children,  womyn  of  color,  differ- 
ently-abled  womyn,  womyn  who  are 
struggling  with  drugs  including  alcohol,  fat 
womyn,  jewish  womyn,  local  womyn,  lower 
income  womyn,  mothers,  older  womyn, 
witches  and  womyn  who  work  at  the  festival 
doing  cooking,  crafts,  healing,  music  and 
technical  jobs,  etc.,  must  have  input  into  the 
decision-making  process  before  responsi¬ 
bilities  are  delegated  out  if  this  is  to  be  an 
event  for  the  entire  community.” 


Boston  Shoppers  Guide 
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Lee  Judith  Otioff,  Ph.D. 


Licensed  Psychologist 

serving  the  gay  community 

relationship  and  family 
issues,  weight  control, 
stress  reduction,  relaxation 
assertiveness  training 

354-7939  insurance 
Cambridge  accepted 


Electrolysis 

PERMANENT  HAIR  REMOVAL 

APPOINTMENTS:  Mon  -Sat 

Days  &  Eves. 

LINDA  DIANE  JEFFERSON 

120  SUTHERLAND  RD.  #3 
BROOKLINE,  MASS.  02146 

734-5777 


GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 

Pamela  Westrom  DMD 
31 1  COMMONWEALTH  AVE. 
BOSTON,  MA  02115 

UAYS^KVES  527-8097 


Whole  Health 
Associates 

70  Phillips  St. 

Watertown,  MA 
Individual,  couple,  and  group 
psychotherapy  for  alternative 
lifestyle  adjustment  and  enrichment 

Groups  forming  now 
Insurance  accepted 

Call  924-4441  ask  for 
alternative  lifestyle  services 


Serving  the  Gay  Community  Since  1974  .  .  . 

xanaP  u  graphics 

Phototypesetting 

Visual  Display  Terminals  with  floppy  disk  memory 
Layout  and  Design  Service  ond  Consultation 
Comero  Ready  Mechanicals 

Dovid  M.  Stryker  661-6975 

140  Albany  Street,  Cambridge _ 
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Women  owned  &  o|>e rated 
Free  homeowners  counseling 
I’or  Jamaica  Plain  buyers 
OPEN  WEEKENDS 


M mam  "Rosenberg  m.d.,  Ph.D. 

Diplomate  of  the  American  Board  of  Psychiatry  and  Neurology 

Child  and  Adult  Psychiatry 

.  .  .  experienced  in  therapy  with  lesbians  ( individuals  and 
couples ),  children  of  lesbians  and  gay  men ,  and  children  with 
sexual  orientation  issues. 

617*358  7512  Weston-Wayland  line  25  minutes  from  Boston 


GARY  BUSECK  and 
STEPHEN  ANSOLABEHERE 

ATTORNEYS 


land  lord/ lease  problems 
wills/probate 
real  estate  transactions 
relationship  contracts 


income  tax 
criminal  &  civil  trials 
injury  claims 

partnerships/corporations 


FREE  INITIAL  CONSULTATION 

426-9244 

2  Park  Square,  Boston,  MA  02116 


BUTTONS!  BUTTONS!  BUTTONS! 


_ Lambda _ Double  Woman’s  Symbol _ Double  Man’s  Symbol _ How  Dare  You  Presume  I’m  Straisht 

_ Pink  Triansle _ Dyke _ We  Don’t  Need  Balls  to  Play _ Different  But  Equal _ Question  Authority 

_ So  Many  Women,  So  Little  Time _ So  Many  Men,  So  Little  Time _ I  Like  Older  Women 

_ I  Like  Older  Men _ I’m  One  Too _ How  Dare  You  Presume  I’m  Heterosexual 

_ Brother _ Sister _ Faggot  _Gay  _God  Is  Coming  And  Is  She  Pissed 

BUTTONS— 50<  each — Minimum  Order  $2.00  plus  10%  postage 
Free  Button  List:  Send  stamped,  self-addressed  envelope 

FREEDOM  CRAFT  CENTER,  Arlington  St.  Church,  355  Boylston  St.,  Boston,  MA  02116  •  617-437-1854 


Save  this  Ad  10%  Discount 
for  repairs  only 

LESTER'S  T.V. 

TV-Radio-Phones-Hifi-Color 

Expert  Repair  &  T  V.  &  Stereo  —  at  lowest 
irices  ANYWHERE!  Outside  antenna  instolla- 
ion  a  specialty.  Mass.  Tech.  Lie.  981. 

Old  fashioned  service  at  an  honest  price! 

Free  Pickup  and  Delivery 

15  REVERE  ST.,  BEACON  HILL 
Boston  Tol.  523-2117 


FENWAY  COMMUNITY  HEALTH  CENTER 

16  Haviland  St.  Boston  MA  02115  267-7573 
Mon.-Thurs.  9am-9pm  Friday  9am-5pm 
Wed.  6:30  8pm  Walk-in  VD  Testingfireatment  NOW  OPEN 
Tues.  6:30  9pm  Women's  Health  Night  SATURDAYS 

•  General  medical  care  —  from  hepatitis  to  strep  throat 

•  Full  laboratory  services 

•  Specialty  care  including  minor  surgery,  gynecology,  podiatry,  nutrition, 
alcohol/drug  counseling 

•  Pediatric  care  for  the  children  of  lesbians/gay  men 

•  Geriatric  care  for  older  gay  men  and  lesbians 

•  Gay/lesbian  physicians  (Board  certified/eligible  in  surgery,  family  practice, 
internal  medicine,  infectious  diseases),  nurse  practitioners, 
registered  nurses,  physician  assistants,  clinical  lab  technicians, 
medical  assistants,  receptionists,  administration 

•  Referrals  to  gay/lesbian  sympathetic  specialists 

COMPLETELY  RENOVATED  FACILITIES 

•  Barrier  tree  •  24  Hour  Physician  On  Call  Service 

•  Patients  needing  to  be  hospitalized  are  admitted  to  the  Beth  Israel  Hospital 

•  Nationally  recognized  specialists  in  the  diagnosis/treatment 
of  sexually  transmitted  diseases 

10  YEARS  SERVING  THE  GAY/LESBIAN  COMMUNITY 


distinctively  appointed  guest  rooms,  efficiencies 
and  apartments  blending  conviviality,  comfort 
and  convenience.  Enjoy  complimentary  con¬ 
tinental  breakfast 
on  our  sunny 
enclosed 
porch. 

Saturday 
cocktails  in 

the  living  room  around  the  piano  -  sunbathe 
on  the  nicely  landscaped  grounds  -  all  within 
one  block  of  beach,  restaurants,  nightlife. 


24  SHORE  ROAD 
OGUNQUIT,  MAINE 
(207)  646-2181 
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YOUR  TIME  IS  VALUABLE. 
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Battle 
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to  censure  her  remarks. 

Chair  Lucia  Chappelle,  a  black 
lesbian  minister  of  the  Metropoli¬ 
tan  Community  Church  (MCC) 
from  Los  Angeles,  tried  to  move 
the  agenda  along,  but  finally  said, 
“All  right,  1  will  speak  to  that. 
One  of  the  most  important  things 
we  have  to  do  here  is  allow  each 
other  our  anger.  A  lot  of  people 
here  today  are  speaking  out  of 
their  own  lives,  out  of  things  that 
have  happened  to  them.  People 
are  bleeding.  There’s  an  old 
African  saying,  ‘You  don’t  kick 
somebody  in  the  leg  one  day,  and 
the  next  day  ask  them  why  them 
limp.’  ” 

There  were  moving  speakers  on 
both  sides  of  the  question.  A  man 
speaking  for  the  measure  pleaded, 
“I’ve  seen  this  movement  do  the 
impossible  on  other  issues,  like 
third  world  inclusion.  Our  com¬ 
munity  needs  our  leadership  now. 

I  ask  this  group  not  to  say  it  can’t 
be  done.” 

And  a  lesbian  rape  crisis  coun¬ 
selor  articulated  many  women’s 
concerns  when  she  said,  “What 
does  consent  mean?  To  a  child, 
consent  could  mean  needing  af¬ 
fection.  When  is  it  consent  and 
when  is  it  manipulation?” 

The  pro  and  con  breakdown 
was  largely,  but  not  entirely,  on 
male-female  boundaries.  The  res¬ 
olution  itself  was  initiated  and  co¬ 
authored  by  Susie  Bright  of  Santa 
Cruz,  Cal.,  and  several  other 
women,  and  there  were  men  like 
John  Grannon,  of  Florida,  who 
spoke  strongly  against  its  passage. 

Lucia  Chappelle  of  Los  Angeles 
described  some  attitudes  within 
the  women’s  caucus.  “There  are 
women  who  are  sympathetic  to 
the  men’s  wanting  to  define  their 
own  sexuality,  and  we  under¬ 
stand,  of  course,  the  need  to  be 
oper^to  alternative  lifestyles.  But 
we  generally  define  consent  and 
freedom  differently  than  the  men 
do.  I  think  the  men  sometimes 
think  we  haven’t  really  considered 
the  issue,  or  that  we’re  prudes,  or 
just  bigoted. 

Despite  strong  opposition. 
Continued  on  Page  7 

Protection 
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assassination  attempt  and  then  the 
recess,  we  have  been  put  back  a 
little  .  .  .  but  we  definitely  expect 
it  by  the  end  of  May,  if  not 
sooner.” 

However,  Endean  speculated, 
“The  last  session  it  was  introduced 
it  was  sort  of  their  dream  list  of  all 
the  fascist  things  they  could  ever 
want.  This  session  they  are  taking 
the  issues  much  more  seriously, 
dealing  with  them  as  legislative 
priorities  .  .  and  shaking  out  a  lot 
of  the  harebrained  stuff.” 

Because  of  the  scope  of  the  bill, 
and  because  it  takes  on  so  many 
different  groups,  it  is  generaly 
conceded  that  the  bill  will  be 
broken  into  several  smaller  bills, 
thus  giving  these  separate  elements 
Vetter  chance  of  passage.  How¬ 
ever,  neither  Jepson’s  nor 
Hanson’s  office  were  willing  to 
discuss  strategy. 

Of  the  strategy  developing  to 
deal  with  FPA  when  it  is  reintro¬ 
duced,  Endean  told  GCN  that  no 
firm  decision  can  be  made  until  the 
exact  form  and  content  the  final 
bill  will  take  is  known.  Should  the 
FPA  be  broken  down  into  several 
smaller  bills,  as  now  seems  likely, 
Endean  said  “we  want  to  look  at 
what  shape  the  bills  take  and  we’ll 
ask  ourselves  ‘Can  any  of  these 
fly?’  We  want  to  find  that  out  and 
then  fight  the  ones  that  can.” 

Added  Endean,  “It’s  not  just 
gays  and  lesbians  vs.  the  FPA. 
This  bill  takes  on  racial  minorities, 
women,  teachers  and  labor.  We 
must  not  lose  touch  with  all  the 
other  groups  being  assaulted  by 
this.” —  filed  from  Boston 

CORRECTION 

Last  issue’s  column  “Eyes 

Right”  was  written  by  Joanne 

Brown,  Eve  Currier,  and 

Denise  Sudell. 
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‘Sexual  Freedom’ 
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defeat  of  the  sexual  freedom  reso¬ 
lution  was  by  no  means  a  foregone 
conclusion.  Even  after  the  wom¬ 
en’s  third  world,  and  youth  cau¬ 
cuses  had  all  voted  to  oppose  the 
resolution,  the  actual  delegate-by- 
delegate  vote  was  close:  36  op¬ 
posed,  33  for,  with  six  absten¬ 
tions. 

One  criticism  of  the  resolution 
was  that  the  wording  included 
many  diverse  groupings  that 
might  have  passed  if  considered 
separately. 

Many  of  those  who  voted 
against  the  proposal  said  they  felt 
the  time  was  not  right:  the  politcal 
climate  was  too  reactionary,  the 
organization  was  too  new,  the  is¬ 
sue  was  not  well  enough  under¬ 
stood  by  the  lesbian  and  gay  com¬ 
munity  yet. 

But  waiting  can  backfire,  as  one 
southern  California  delegate 
pointed  out,  speaking  about  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  rights  in  general:  “I 
was  there  when  state  senator  Alan 
Cranston  said  he  was  for  gay 
rights,  but  he  wouldn’t  introduce 
legislation  because  the  time  wasn’t 
right.  Well,  that  was  three  years 
ago,  and  look  at  the  time  now.  It’s 
worse.” 

Gay  men’s  and  lesbians’  very 
experience  of  sexuality  is  often 
different,  reflecting  stereotypic 
male/female  sexual  values,  and 
making  it  even  harder  to  change 
ideas  on  sexual  freedom  in  mutu¬ 
ally  instructive  and  supportive 
ways.  But  as  long  as  the  safety  of 
children,  or  women,  is  jeopardiz¬ 
ed  by  the  issue  of  sexual  freedom, 
or  appears  to  be,  there  will  be  little 
room  for  discussion  by  lesbian- 
feminists. 

Other  Business  . 

The  L.A.  conference  seated  43 
lesbian  and  40  gay  male  delegates, 
over  one-fourth  of  them  people  of 
color,  according  to  organizer 
Torie  Osborne. 

Since  the  March  on  Washington 
in  October  1979,  there  had  been 
discussion  of  forming  a  national 
gay /lesbian  rights  organization, 
and  delegates  came  prepared  to 
implement  such  plans,  with  six 
different  proposals  for  organiza¬ 
tional  structures.  New  York, 
Washington,  D.C.,  Los  Angeles, 
and  Massachusetts  all  submitted 
plans,  and  there  were  two  rural 
plans  as  well.  Massachusetts 
withdrew  its  proposal  early,  due 
to  similarity  to  the  L.A.  and  New 
York  plans. 

The  L.A.  proposal,  coauthored 
by  conference  organizers  Torie 
Osborne  and  Christi  Kissell,  was 


the  working  plan  adopted  by 
NOLAG.  The  new  organization 
will  operate  for  an  interim  twelve- 
month  period  with  an  office  in 
Boston  and  a  national  coordinat¬ 
ing  committee  comprised  of  four 
members  each  from  eleven  geo¬ 
graphic  regions  and  eight  at-large 
members  (rural  caucus  members 
redivided  the  country  into  eleven 
regions  from  the  original  seven 
areas). 

Correspondence  for  NOLAG 
will  be  collected  by  the  UCLA 
Gay  Students’  Group  until  the 
Boston  office  is  established: 
NOLAG,  c/o  GAYLA,  UCLA, 
Los  Angeles,  CA  90024. 

NOllAG’s  first  priority  is  the 
establishment  of  local  chapters 
and  the  enrollment  of  local 
membership.  Individual  member¬ 
ship  fees  will  be  $15,  with  $10 
going  to  national  and  $5  to  the 
local  chapter  where  it  exists.  Other 
gay  and  lesbian  groups  may  affili¬ 
ate  with  NOLAG  and  receive  a 
vote  in  upcoming  conferences. 

In  approximately  April  of  next 
year,  a  second  national  conference 
will  be  held,  at  which  a  national 
steering  committee  will  be  elected. 
Approximately  250  delegates,  ap¬ 
portioned  according  to  population 
figures,  will  be  chosen  at  state  or 
regional  conferences  within  the 
next  nine  months.  A  permanent 
location  for  NOLAG’s  national 
office  will  be  chosen  at  the  next 
national  conference. 

In  the  interim,  the  Boston  office 
will  be  staffed  by  three  persons, 
one  taking  a  full-time  post  and 
two  working  part-time,  to  be  hired 
by  the  coordinating  committee, 
which  functions  as  an  implement¬ 
ing  body,  not  a  policy-making 
body. 

The  Los  Angeles  conference 
approved  continued  planning  for 
either  a  march  on  Washington, 
D.C.,  or  in  the  United  Nations,  or 
both,  to  occur  sometime  in  1982 
or  1983.  It  also  mandated  a  media 
watch  involving  both  national  and 
local  levels  of  interaction  with  all 
mass  media. 

The  conference  also  passed  a 
resolution  condemning  discrimin¬ 
ation  and  sexual  harassment  in 
lesbian  and  gay  business  establish¬ 
ments.  The  resolution  was 
amended  to  allow  for  women-only 
space,  and  to  make  clear  that  it 
was  not  intended  as  a  call  for 
boycotts  of  lesbian  and  gay  estab¬ 
lishments,  but  as  a  consciousness- 
raising  tool.  The  resolution 
stressed  trying  to  work  with 
owners  of  business  establishments 
to  raise  their  consciousness  when 
needed. 


NOLAG  Structure 


Continued  from  page  1 
ington  organization’s  quotas  for 
lesbians  and  people  of  color, 
which  were  carried  into  the  plan¬ 
ning  of  this  conference,  resulted  in 
over  half  of  the  delegates  being 
women  and  approximately  30 
percent  Blacks,  Hispanics,  Asians 
and  Native  Americans. 

NOLAG  continued  the  tradi¬ 
tion  of  quotas  by  approving  25 
percent  representation  of  rural 
people  in  all  committees  in  the 
organization’s  structure. 

While  similar  quotas  were  not 
adopted  for  lesbian  and  gay 
youths,  seniors,  and  the  physically 
challenged,  a  strong  commitment 
to  youth  was  evidenced  by  the 
assembly.  The  conference’s 
special  needs  caucus  was  critical 
of  the  conference  planners’  failure 
to  make  the  conference  accessible 
to  the  physically  challenged  and 
the  organizers’  failure  to  outreach 
to  the  disabled.  NOLAG  will  cer¬ 
tainly  be  an  organization  of  di¬ 
verse  segments  of  the  lesbian  and 
gay  community. 

The  assembly  also  struggled 
around  issues  of  sex  and  sexuality. 
The  Sexual  Freedom  Proposal, 
from  the  Northern  California 
delegation  resulted  in  heated  dis¬ 


cussion  and  debate  on  the  floor. 
Members  of  the  women’s  caucus 
stated  that  a  walk-out  would 
occur  if  it  was  passed  because  the 
proposal  included  support  for 
such  activities  as  cross-genera¬ 
tional  sex,  sadomasochism  and 
transvestism,  provided  they  are 
“non-coercive.”  While  the 
proposal  failed  by  a  mere  two 
votes,  it  seemed  clear  that  the  new 
organization  would  need  to  ad¬ 
dress  the  issue  further  if  it  is  going 
to  effectively  include  lesbians  and 
gay  men  working  together.  The 
delegates  appeared  committed  to 
continued  discussion  of  the  pro¬ 
posal  in  their  local  communities. 

The  failure  or  success  of 
NOLAG  over  the  next  year  will 
depend  largely  on  the  ability  of 
lesbians  and  gay  men  from 
throughout  the  nation  to  become 
involved  in  the  organization  and 
develop  chapters  at  the  local  level. 
The  organization  could  become 
the  network  we  need  to  launch  an 
offensive  attack  on  the  Right  and 
make  some  important  gains  at  the 
national  level.  Delegates  seemed 
committed  to  the  development  of 
NOLAG.  Only  time  will  tell  if  the 
lesbian  and  gay  community  is 
ready  for  this  alliance. 
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Lesbian  S/M:  Two  Perspectives 

S/M  for  Feminists 


By  Janet  Schrim 

(With  sincere  thanks  to  Virginia  Barker  for  her 
valuable  help  in  sorting  through  ideas  for  this 
article  and  for  her  continuing  interest  and  en¬ 
couragement.) 

So  much  has  been  written  and  said  against 
S/M  and  against  S/M  oriented  lesbians,  and 
often  by  women  who  are  extremely  influential 
in  the  women's  movement,  that  we  have  not 
yet  had  a  fair  chance  to  reply  to  charges  made 
or  to  present  our  own  ideas  —  partly  because 
our  access  to  the  feminist  press  has  been  so 
restricted.  There  is  nothing  totally  new  to  say 
in  favor  of  S/M.  However,  what  had  been  said 
by  S/M  lesbians  has  been  so  maligned,  pre¬ 
judged,  ignored,  misquoted  and  limited  in  cir¬ 
culation  that  anything  published  in  favor  of 
S/M  is  an  occasion. 

It  is  obvious  that  anti-S/M  feminists  have 
erred  grossly  in  both  theory  and  action  in 
regard  to  S/M.  Their  failure  easily  divides  into 
three  distinct  and  still,  related  parts: 

Anti-SM  Feminists  have  shown  a  consistent 

REFUSAL  OR  INABILITY  TO  ACCEPT  AND  UNDER¬ 
STAND  EVEN  THE  MOST  BASIC  FACTS  ABOUT  $M 
SEXUALITY  AS  EXPERIENCED  BY  SM  LESBIANS.  What 

are  some  of  these  basic  facts? 

S/M  is  a  consensual  form  of  activity  intend¬ 
ed  for  the  pleasure  of  all  participants.  S^M  is 
not  violence.  Violence  is  non-consensual  and 
is  intended  to  coerce,  injure,  or  kill.  S/M  does 
involve  power  and  power  roles  in  a  temporary 
situation.  Many  anti-S/M  feminists  have  the 
mistaken  notion  that  we  live  the  roles  24 
hours  a  day.  S/M  is  not  in  itself  a  lifestyle.  It  is 
a  sexual  preference.  It  is  a  sexual  aesthetic. 
S/M  is  an  adventurous  waking  dream  that  we 
would  not  make  our  ordinary  reality  yet  we  do 
want  space  in  our  lives  for  that  dream  with  all 
its  drama  and  uniqueness,  with  all  its  ferocity 
and  tenderness! 


In  an  S/M  scene  there  is  an  apparent  imbal¬ 
ance  of  power  with  the  woman  playing  the  top 
role  having  "control."  The  underlying  fact  that 
would  not  be  obvious  to  the  casual  observer  or 
the  uninitiated  is  that  both  top  and  bottom 
exercise  power.  The  roles  have  been  agreed 
on.  (Incidentally,  the  roles  do  not  correspond 
to  male  dominant-female  submissive  social 
patterns,  I've  seen  many  feminine  lesbian  tops 
and  many  butch  lesbian  bottoms.)  The  action 
has  been  agreed  on  at  least  in  general  and 
sometimes  in  great  detail.  Each  of  us  in  an 
S/M  scene  is  concerned  with  her  own  pleasure 
and  with  her  partner's  pleasure.  Furthermore, 
an  active  and  informed  concern  for  safety  runs 
through  it  all  —  physical  and  emotional  safe¬ 
ty.  Sometimes  we  are  casual  sex  partners. 
Sometimes  we  are  friends.  Sometimes  we  are 
lovers.  The  type  of  relationship  varies  as  much 
in  lesbian  S/M  sex  as  it  does  in  lesbian  vanilla 
sex. 

A  letter  headed  "Strokes"  in  the  December 
1980  issue  of  off  our  backs  says  it  simply  and 
exquisitely:  "The  practice  of  S/M,  like  the 
practice  of  art,  requires  an  appreciation  of  par¬ 
adox  and  theater  which  is  somewhat  incom¬ 
patible  with  action-oriented  politics.  In  the 
political  realm  we  need  to  take  things  liter¬ 
ally.  In  the  artistic  and  sexual  realms  we  do 
not.  .  .  .  Clarity  would  help.  It  would  also 
help  if  our  more  literal  minded  sisters  concen¬ 
trated  their  attacks  on  the  literal  dangers,  and 
not  on  our  paradoxical  pleasures." 

S/M  does  not  prevent  me  from  being  a 
dynamic,  multifaceted  person.  S/M  does  not 
stunt  one's  personality  and  growth,  nor  does 
being  involved  in  S/M  make  us  all  the  same  in 
personality  or  politics.  We  are  a  diverse  group 
of  people  who  share  an  interest  in  S/M.  No 
one  story,  whether  it  is  The  Story  of  O,  or 
Venus  In  Furs,  or  The  Image,  or  a  story  in  A 
Woman’s  Touch  or  my  favorite  fantasy  takes 
in  all  of  S/M.  Each  of  us  has  a  personal  exper¬ 
ience  of  it. 

S/M  also  does  not  cloud  my  perceptions  of 
the  world  I  live  in.  S/M  does  not  make  me 
into  either  a  fascist  or  a  martyr.  And  I  do  know 
the  difference  between  rape  and  sex.  I  have 
been  raped  twice  in  my  life.  I  have  been  for¬ 
tunate  enough  to  escape  several  rape  attempts. 
I  know  the  difference.  I  know  what's  real  and 
what's  play. 

Consent  is  essential  to  S/M,  as  to  any  sex, 
but  all  the  more  so  since  there  is  often  a  desire 
to  act  out  a  forced  situation  or  a  struggle.  Our 
ability  to  truly  consent  has  been  doubted  and 
denied  by  anti-S/M  feminists.  They  insist  that 
we  are  only  acting  in  ways  conditioned  into  us 


The  Point  Is  the  Pain 


By  Paula  Ettelbrick 

Of  all  the  necessary  dialogues  to  maintain 
within  the  lesbian  community,  that  including 
an  analysis  of  lesbian  sado-masochism  should 
be  of  top  priority.  As  an  active  member  of 
Women  Against  Violence  Against  Women 
(WAVAW)  I  run  the  risk  of  invalidating  my 
own  cause  and  not  seriously  examining  the 
form  of  violence  that  is  named  sado-maso¬ 
chism. 

My  purpose  is  two-fold.  First,  to  present  one 
side  of  a  multi-faceted  argument  and,  second, 
to  precipitate  necessary  community  discus¬ 
sion.  My  basic  point  is  that  lesbian  S/M  re¬ 
flects  the  realities  of  violence  which  must  be 
transcended. 

Before  our  conversation  begins,  I  have  a  few 
thoughts  on  the  destructive  quality  of  past  dis¬ 
cussions  of  this  topic  and  the  pitfalls  we  must 
avoid. 

There  is  a  frighteningly  high  level  of  reac¬ 
tionary  response  by  feminists  to  the  issue  of 
lesbian  S/M.  Although  S/M  has  many  ramifi¬ 
cations  that  may  not  be  appealing  to  certain 
feminist  spirits,  it  is  important  to  recognize 
that  it  does  exist.  It  is  our  responsibility  to 
listen  to  those  women  who  have  stories  to  tell 
of  their  experiences  with  S/M  without  suc¬ 
cumbing  to  reactionary  criticism  of  each 


gerous  to  our  goals  as  feminists.  We  all  know 
that  the  lesbian  community  has  suffered  too 
much  and  too  long  with  similar  reactionary 
abuse.  We  are  balancing  on  a  very  thin  rope 
when  we  begin  reacting  without  reasoning. 
S/M  among  lesbians,  while  a  very  personal 
issue,  is  also  a  very  political  subject  and 
should  be  treated  as  such  within  the  com¬ 
munity. 

Evidence  of  "trashing"  is  becoming  more 
visible  in  women's  journals  in  recent  months 
(See  off  our  backs,  October  1980  to  April  1981). 
When  one  woman  wishes  to  define  her  sexual¬ 
ity  differently  from  the  way  I  define  my  own  is 
not  cause,  in  itself,  for  a  vindictive,  close- 
minded  response.  We  owe  it  to  ourselves  to 
maintain  open  communication.  The  New 
Right  would  love  nothing  more  than  to  see  us 
rip  each  other  apart  over  single  issues.  Also,  if 
one  woman  comes  out  of  the  closet  (for  the 
second  time)  to  write  about  lesbian  S/M,  she 
is  not  suddenly  the  messiah  whose  words  are 
the  S/M  bible.  She  should  not  be  punished  as 
such.  To  mask  our  fears  and  hesitations 
behind  ugly,  "feminist"  criticism  helps  none 
of  us  in  the  long  run. 

We  have  confronted  emotional  and  complex 
issues  in  the  past  which,  presumably,  have 
given  us  more  complete  understanding  of  and 
commitment  to  our  movement.  I  doubt  that 
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by  the  patriarchy  like  so  many  laboratory  ani¬ 
mals.  I  ask  them  to  consider  the  implications 
of  their  charges.  If  we  are  not  capable  of  con¬ 
sent  in  regard  to  S/M,  are  they  capable  of  con¬ 
sent  in  regard  to  their  sexuality?  Is  anyone 
capable  of  truly  consenting  to  anything?  On 
alternate  Tuesdays  I  answer  with  a  resounding 
"No! Of  course  not!  Everyone  is  hopelessly 
conditioned.”  But  very  seriously  —  in  a  per¬ 
sonal  context  it  is  insulting  and  dehumanizing 
to  have  one's  ability  to  consent  denied.  In  a 
political  context  it  is  very  dangerous  for  fem¬ 
inists  to  be  denying  our  ability  to  consent.  Are 
feminists  really  consenting  to  be  feminists  or 


is  feminism  just  an  irrational  drive  at  work? 
Or  perhaps  it  is  just  a  desire  for  power  or  even 
a  herd  instinct? 

Anti-S/M,  anti-pom  feminists  are  wasting 
their  energy  chasing  after  sex  and  sexual 
deviants  if  they  are  truly  interested  in  stopping 
violence.  Pornography  and  sexual  variations 
like  S/M,  pedophilia,  zoophilia,  clothing 
fetishism,  etc.,  are  easy  targets  because  sex  is 
not  "respectable"  in  our  society,  the  "sexual 
revolution"  notwithstanding.  How  can  por¬ 
nography  or  deviant  sexuality  be  the 
perpetrator  of  violence  when  they  exist  so 
clearly  on  the  edges  of  our  society?  Whatever 
violence  may  appear  in  some  pornography, 
whatever  images  of  violence  may  be  exploited 
in  advertising  and  magazines,  can  be  there 
only  because  violence  is  accepted  by  and  large 
in  society  —  because  there  are  scores  of  cop 
stories,  murder  stories,  and  war  stories  on 
television,  in  movies  and  printed  media, 
because  boys  are  taught  to  be  tough  and 
allowed  to  get  angry  but  not  allowed  to  cry, 
because  girls  are  not  allowed  to  be  tough, 
because  it's  okay  to  enslave  animals  and  kill 
them  for  their  flesh  and  hides  but  it's  illegal  to 
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any  of  us  feel  the  same  about  any  given  issue 
as  we  did  two,  five,  or  ten  years  ago.  We  have 
grown  from  the  words  of  our  sisters.  We  can¬ 
not  start  censoring  those  words  now.  Our 
journals  exist  so  that  our  words  might  be 
heard  and  to  give  us  a  forum  for  sharing  and 
refuting  ideas.  Personal  attacks  on  those  shar¬ 
ing  our  opinions  will  slowly  dissemble  our 
dialogue. 

It  is  just  as  unfair  for  the  pro-S/M  women  to 
refer  to  the  rest  of  us  as  "feminist  puritans,"  or 
to  imply  that  not  being  into  S/M  makes  us 
something  anti-sex.  We  have  chosen  lesbian¬ 
ism  because  we  have  put  pleasurable  sexual 
and  intimate  experiences  in  an  important 
place  in  our  lives.  Having  grown  tired  of 
destructive  sexual  values  we  have  made  a 
choice,  against  such  values,  to  love  whomever 
we  wish  to  love.  Being  cautious  and  afraid  of 
perpetuating  those  values  is  a  strong  pro- sex 
stance.  It  is  insulting  to  be  aligned  with  the 
Anitas  and  the  Jerrys  of  the  world. 

In  analyzing  lesbian  S/M,  my  first  inclina¬ 
tion  was  to  view  it  in  much  the  same  way  that 
I  look  at  pornography  and  media  violence  in 
my  work  with  WAVAW.  However,  S/M  and 
pornography  are  two  entirely  different  enti¬ 
ties.  Lesbian  S/M  involves  two  or  more 
women  and  the  way  they  relate  to  one 
another;  pornography  represents  men's  way  of 
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Now  for  some  positive  ideas.  I  think  it  is  fairly 
complex  and  probably  has  more  than  one 
origin.  Before  I  go  any  further,  though,  I  would 
like  to  settle  one  thing.  I  did  not  "choose"  my 
sexuality.  I  did  not  choose  to  be  a  lesbian,  nor 
did  I  choose  to  turn  onto  S/M.  My  sexuality 
developed  and  I  gradually  discovereed  it.  Some 
might  say  I  chose  to  listen  to  my  sexuality.  I 
say  that  I  could  not  and  cannot  ignore  it.  My 
sexuality  is  closely  linked  to  and  perhaps  even 
identical  with  my  life  force.  Sexuality  may  be 
different  for  other  people.  This  is  how  it  is  for 
me. 

So  where  does  S/M  come  from?  Dominant 
impulses  have  something  to  do  with  the  need 
to  have  some  control  over  one's  environment 
(a  very  human  trait)  and  the  need  to  be 
important  and  powerful.  Submissive  impulses 
have  something  to  do  with  a  need  to  be  taken 
care  of,  a  need  to  feel  safe  when  one's  self  is 
not  in  control,  a  need  to  trust  even  when  an 
interaction  is  unpleasant  or  painful.  I  also  see 
there  the  desire  to  worship,  to  admire,  to  feel 
small  in  comparison  to  everything  around  us; 
this  one  can  also  take  us  to  religion  if  we're 
not  careful.  Then  there  is  a  whole  chain  (no 
pun  intended)  of  things  related  to  getting  past 
a  fear  of  sex.  Our  bodies  react  in  much  the 
same  way  to  fear  and  excitement  —  adren¬ 
alin,  fast  pulse,  tension,  etc.  Additionally,  we 
feel  both  pain  and  pleasure  with  the  same 


nerves.  It  is  well  known,  or  should  be  by  now, 
that  sexual  excitement  raises  the  usual  pain 
threshold  of  a  person.  Many  of  us  are 
conditioned  to  fear  and  mistrust  our  sexuality. 
Experimenting  with  sex  can  be  frightening  at 
the  same  time  that  it  is  very  rewarding.  So  fear 
has  a  place  in  the  aura  of  sexual  excitement. 
We  also  normally  fear  pain.  In  an  S/M  scene, 
both  fear  and  pain  can  be  transmuted  into 


most  positive  "choice"  of  sexual  expression. 

Let's  consider  a  more  positive  aspect  to  this 
discussion.  S/M  does  fulfill  a  need ...  a  need 
for  passion,  drama,  theatre  and  fantasy.  The 
dramatic  use  of  scenario  and  script  in  acting 
out  our  fantasies  can  lead  to  a  healthy,  more 
honest  way  of  relating.  The  trust  inherent  in 
revealing  our  fantasies  to  each  other  cannot 
help  but  open  up  a  whole  new  level  to  our  sex¬ 
uality. 

As  lesbians,  we  have  brought  ourselves  so 
far  over  the  last  few  decades  in  terms  of  ex¬ 
ploring  our  sexuality,  experimenting  and 
shrugging  off  our  learned  limitations.  There  is 
no  longer  a  need  to  confine  ourselves  to  the 
socially  repressive  roles  of  butch/femme.  We 
can  choose  that  option  or  we  can  transcend 
those  limitations.  Surely  our  discovering  is 
not,  and  perhaps  never  will  be,  complete.  S/M 
is  a  necessary  point  of  departure  into  exploring 
our  sexuality  in  the  same  way  that  butch/ 
femme  roles  represented  that  point  more  than 
two  decades  ago.  We  must  start  with  reality  in 
order  to  progress. 

Settling  for  scenes  which  are  orchestrated 
for  us  by  men  has  become  boring,  at  the  very 
least.  Let's  keep  reminding  ourselves  that  we 
do  not  need  to  maintain  straight,  male  atti¬ 
tudes  in  our  sexual  relations  with  each  other. 
We  should  continue  to  break  away  from  our 


incredible  pleasure.  There  is  also  in  some  of  us 
a  fear  of  losing  control,  of  going  wild  and  it  is 
linked  to  a  desire  to  lose  control,  to  let  go.  A 
bondage  situation  can  make  a  person  feel 
physically  safe  to  lose  control. 

Feminist  anti-S/Mcrusaders  have  betrayed 
basic  feminist  principles.  Anti-S/M  feminists 
have  an  inordinate  influence  on  feminist 
media  resulting  in  a  near  blackout  of 
information  and  views  from  pro-S/M 
feminists.  One  of  the  basic  principles  of 
feminism  is  the  valueing  of  every  woman's 
>  experience.  This  must  include  women  who 
are  into  S/M.  There  is  no  difficulty  in  finding 
anti-S/M  information.  Groups  like  WAVPM 
(Women  Against  Violence  in  Pornography  and 
Media,  San  Francisco),  WASVPM  (Women 
Against  Sexist  Violence  in  Pornography  and 
Media,  Pittsburgh)  and  WAP  (Women  Against 
Pornography,  New  York)  have  saturated 
women's  communities  as  well  as  the  general 
communities  with  lies,  half-tmths,  and 
innuendoes,  confusing  S/M  with  violence, 
confusing  S/M  with  pornography  (only  about 
20%  of  pom  attempts  to  portray  S/M,  with 
varying  degrees  of  success),  confusing  porno¬ 
graphy  with  violence,  and  confusing  violence 
with  maleness.  Hundreds,  possibly  thousands 
of  women  have  uncritically  embraced  and  en¬ 
dorsed  the  mishmash  of  misinformation, 
never  thinking  to  consider  that  something 
might  be  missing  or  actually  wrong.  And  the 
feminist  press  has  been  incredibly  selective 
about  pro-S/M  information  whether  we  write 
about  politics  and  theory  or  about  experience 
and  feelings. 

Some  feminist  publications  have  even  re¬ 
fused  to  accept  ads  from  Samois  (the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Bay  Area's  lesbian  feminist  S/M  support 
group)  for  the  one  book  of  lesbian  produced 
information  favorable  to  S/M,  What  Color  Is 
Your  Handkerchief 1  (Available  for  $3  from 
Samois,  PO  Box  2364,  Berkeley,  CA,  94702.) 
This  book  deals  mainly  with  theory  and  poli¬ 
tics  along  with  a  smattering  of  coming  out 
anecdotes,  safety  information,  and  the  much 
maligned,  half-serious,  half-whimsical  lesbian 
S/M  handkerchief  color  code.  Anti-S/M 
writers  occasionally  mention  this  book.  They 
almost  never  quote  it  —  except  out  of  context. 
And  women  are  seldom  informed  by  the 
writer  or  the  journal  as  to  how  to  get  the  book 
and  judge  it  for  themselves.  Are  these  writers 
and  journals  following  feminist  principles? 
They  are  not.  I  think  that  our  feminist  press 
has  learned  a  few  tricks  from  the  elitist 
patriarchal  media.  I  am  sick  of  hearing  that 
men  abuse  power  and  women  use  power  well 


cultural  conditioning  by  defining  our  own 
terms  with  regards  to  our  own  passion.  Men's 
passion  is  different  than  women's  passion.  We 
deserve  to  bring  ourselves  to  a  place  where  our 
passion,  our  sexual  theatre  are  not  based  on 
dominance,  submission  and  pain.  To  live  in  a 
vacuum  would  be  impossible  but  we  can  take 
the  option  of  creating  space  for  something 
other  than  reality.  Why  clutter  our  fantasies 
with  reality?  We  deserve  a  warm,  creative 
alternative  to  violent  reality. 

S/M  contains  a  harsh  reality  of  violence.  It 
is  not  a  creative  means  for  women's  fantasy 
since  it  draws  so  heavily  from  misogynist 
behavior.  It  tries  to  eroticize  the  pain  that 
women  suffer  in  reality.  If  the  point  of  S/M 
truly  is  not  the  pain  by  the  scenario,  then  that 
would  strengthen  our  need  to  go  beyond  such 
limitations.  Admittedly,  there  is  total  plea¬ 
sure  that  can  be  derived  from  inflicting  pain. 
But,  if  we  look  behind  that  pleasure,  I  dare  say 
we  would  find  total  and  absolute  hatred  for 
that  which  is  receiving  the  pain. 

Violence  against  women  is  the  one  atro¬ 
cious  reality  that  keeps  its  place  in  my  every¬ 
day  life.  It  haunts  me,  stalks  me,  has  raped 
and  harassed  me.  It  lives  in  my  home,  my 
workplace,  my  street.  It  has  possessed  the 
minds  of  my  father,  my  brother,  my  male 
friends.  It  has  divided  me  from  my  sisters  of 


when  I  can  plainly  see  feminists  abusing 
power.  It  just  does  not  divide  by  sex.  Sex, 
sexual  preference  and,  yes,  even  political  con¬ 
sciousness  are  not  guarantee  of  constructive, 
responsible  use  of  power. 

Some  feminist  media  have  been  more  fair 
than  that.  Still,  the  overwhelming  trend  is  to 


emphasize  anti-S/M  material  almost  without 
thinking.  When  something  favorable  to  S/M 
does  get  published  we  hear  protests  that  S/M 
should  not  even  be  an  issue  within  the 
women's  community.  Some  feminists  go  so 
far  as  to  charge  that  our  S/M  sexuality  makes 
us  a  part  of  the  oppressive  power  stmcture. 
They  fail  to  recognize  that  this  society  regards 
S/M  as  a  perverted,  disreputable,  sleazy 
underworld.  Prominent  people  who  are  into 
S/M  would  lose  a  lot  if  they  were  too  open 
about  it.  S/M  lacks  respectability  in  the  power 
stmcture.  Because  we  dare  to  be  playful  with 
power  we  violate  a  cardinal  rule,  that  power  in 
this  society  is  a  deadly  serious  "game”  — 
nothing  like  our  erotic  tableaux.  Though  I 
have  often  doubted  that  S/M  is  a  form  of 
sexual  rebellion  in  itself,  our  attitude  towards 
power  may  be  profoundly  subversive  to  the 
existing  power  stmcture. 

Because  of  problems  with  the  feminist 
media,  S/M  lesbians  have  at  times  found  it 
necessary  to  publish  in  the  mostly  male  gay 
press  just  to  make  the  information  available. 
For  this  we  get  personal  attacks  instead  of 
reasonable  responses.  We  are  called  male- 
identified  and  non-feminist.  The  feminist 
press  has  treated  S/M  as  badly  as  the  straight 
media  have  often  treated  lesbians  and  gay 
men.  I  am  convinced  that  the  anti-S/M  cru¬ 
sade  is,  at  least  in  part,  an  attempt  to  keep  the 
women's  movement  "respectable”  in  the  eyes 
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different  races,  cultures,  religions  and  classes 
than  my  own.  I  cannot  conceive  of  bringing 
anything  that  even  resembles  this  reality  to 
my  bedroom  each  night.  Doing  so  would  be 
setting  myself  up  for  my  own  destmction. 

The  larger  more  subliminal  risk  we  run  by 
contenting  ourselves  with  fantasy  in  the 
form  of  S/M  is  that  of  reinforcing  our  own 
oppression.  If  we  want  to  continue  demanding 
that  men  stop  their  ways  of  violent,  sexual 
oppression,  then  we  should  look  at  the  ways 
in  which  we  continue  to  oppress  ourselves  and 
each  other,  whether  it  is  in  the  context  of  S/M 
or  racism.  If  we  decide  to  keep  defining  our 
sexuality  and  relationships  in  terms  of  power, 
then  the  women  in  WAVAW,  the  rape  crisis 
centers,  battered  women's  shelters  and  racism 
workshops  might  as  well  close  shop  and  go 
home. 

******** 

This  discussion  does  not  begin  to  skim  the 
surface  on  this  issue.  We  must  each  contrib¬ 
ute  to  the  dialogue.  There  must  be  room  for  all 
sides  to  at  least  come  to  a  better  understand¬ 
ing  of  each  other. 
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ADVERTISEMENT  PAID  FOR  BY  THE 
MARIPOSA  EDUCATION  AND 
RESEARCH  FOUNDATION 


The  signficance  of  bodily  germs  and  secretions  to 
disease  transmission  through  food  and  water  pollution 
and  public  sanitation  is  well  recognized,  whereas  — 

The  signficance  of  bodily  germs  and  secretions  to 
disease  transmission  through  sex  contact  unfortunately 
has  not  been  taught  to  the  public. 

Almost  100  years  after  universal  acceptance  of  the 
germ  theory  of  disease,  it  is  appalling  that  every  male  and 
female  is  still  not  being  taught  the  responsibility  to  wash 
genital  and  rectal  areas  before  and  after  sex  contact, 
eliminating  those  acquired  and  one’s  own  germs  and 
secretions,  in  protection  of  one’s  own  health  and  that  of 
one’s  sex  partner. 

An  important  health  factor  is  remembering  the  lower 
digestive  tract  as  a  source  of  infectious  germs  including 
those  which  may  cause  urethritis  in  the  male  and  vaginitis 
in  the  female.  Here  are  some  highlights  from  our  widely  ac¬ 
claimed  booklet  (Available  in  English,  French  and  Spanish.) 

THE  NEW 

VENEREAL  DISEASE  PREVENTION 
FOR  EVERYONE 

Personal  Hygiene  is  Significant 
to  VD  PREVENTION  and  Good  Health 
Not  to  teach  washing  before  and  after  sex  contact  is  to  en¬ 
courage  the  spread  of  sexually  transmitted  diseases. 

PAGE  2:  PERSONAL  HYGIENE  -  WASHING 
THE  SEXUALLY  ACTIVE  MALE 

Careful  washing  after  sex  contact  will  reduce  the 
possibility  of  catching  VD.  The  germs  that  cause  syphilis 
and  gonorrhea,  as  well  as  some  other  sexually  transmitted 
diseases,  are  sensitive  to  soap  and  water. 

WASH  BEFORE  SEX  CONTACT 
FOR  HYGIENIC  PURPOSES 

IMMEDIATELY  AFTER  INTERCOURSE: 

Soap  genitals  working  a  bit  of  soft  mushy  soap  into 
urinary  opening. 

Rinse. 

Repeat  procedure. 

Then  urinate  (which  may  sting). 

Extended  exposure  or  delay  before  washing 
diminishes  the  effectiveness  of  this  preventive  measure. 
Washing  is  doubly  important  since  even  in  the  absence  of 
syphilis  and  gonorrhea,  other  sexually  transmitted  germs 
can  cause  infections  such  as  NGU  (non-gonococcal 
urethritis)  or  NSU  (non-specific  urethritis). 

If  lubricants  are  involved  in  the  sex  act,  use  watersolu- 
bte  preparations  that  will  wash  away.  Do  not  use  an  oil 
base  that  will  leave  a  film  to  trap  the  germs. 

NOTE:  The  foreskin  that  covers  the  head  of  the  penis 
may  trap  germs  which  can  cause  infections.  Therefore, 
special  attention  should  be  given  to  washing  the  uncir¬ 
cumcised  penis. 

When  vaccines  against  gonorrhea  and  syphilis  will 
have  been  developed,  personal  hygiene  will  remain 
necessary  to  prevent  other  sexually  transmitted  diseases. 
For  example:  A  gonorrhea  vaccine  will  not  prevent  approx¬ 
imately  half  of  tne  reported  cases  of  male  urethritis  which 
are  not  gonorrhea. 

PAGE  3:  SOME  ASPECTS  OF  PERSONAL  HYGIENE  AND 
DISEASE  PREVENTION  FOR  MALE  AND  FEMALE 

Infectious  germs  which  are  always  found  in  the  lower 
digestive  tract  may  be  transmitted  from  the  rectum  during 
sex  activities.  Among  the  dangerous  germs  present  may 
be  the  virus  which  causes  hepatitis,  and  parasites  which 
cause  gastro-intestinal  disorders  if  they  enter  the  mouth 
(anal-oral  route). 

The  male  and  female  mucous  membranes  (especially 
those  of  the  aenito-urinary  system)  are  highly  susceptible 
to  infection  by  some  of  these  germs  from  the  rectum, 
which  may  cause  urethritis  in  the  male  and  vaginitis  in  the 
female.  For  example:  as  a  result  of  careless  wiping  from 
rectum  toward  vagina  by  the  female  after  toilet,  germs  are 
easily  spread  to  the  vagina  where  they  may  cause  infec¬ 
tions,  and  from  which  they  may  be  transmitted  during 
vaginal  as  well  as  rectal  intercourse.  Therefore,  females 
must  not  wipe  in  the  direction  of  rectum  to  vagina  .... 

Personal  hygiene  before  and  after  sex  contact  can  be 
greatly  aided  by  the  bidet,  a  low  bathroom  fixture,  design¬ 
ed  to  facilitate  washing  for  disease  prevention  and  proper 
cleansing  after  toilet.  Not  everyone,  unfortunately,  has 
been  adequately  informed  as  to  the  advantages  of  the 
bidet.  It  is  not  found,  for  instance,  in  homes  or  hotels  in  the 
United  States,  whereas  in  many  parts  of  the  world  it  is 
widely  used  and  significant  to  personal  hygiene.  Good 
hygiene  requires  careful  washing  of  genital  and  rectal 
areas  before  and  after  sex  activities. 

Men  and  Women:  Learn  also  about — 

The  significance  during  treatment  of  no  sex  contact 
which  may  spread  the  disease,  and  particularly  during 
treatment  for  urethritis,  no  alcohol  which  may  irritate  the 
GU  system,  delaying  cure.  The  importance  of  a  follow-up 
visit  to  the  physician  to  see  if  further  treatment  is  required 

For  the  sexually  active  male  only  —  the  germicidal 
preparation  (Sanitube'  )  for  use  after  intercourse  to  pre¬ 
vent  gonorrhea  and  syphilis,  available  in  U.S.A.  from  cer¬ 
tain  pharmacists  or  Sanitube  Co.,  Mt.  Kisco,  N.Y.  10549. 

For  the  sexually  active  female  —  certain  commercial¬ 
ly  avadable  vaginal  contraceptive  foams,  creams,  sup¬ 
positories  and  jellies,  which  also  have  germicidal  proper¬ 
ties  that  may  prevent  VD.  H  H 

Send  your  tax-deductible  contribution  for  a  copy  (quan¬ 
tities  available.)  Help  us  educate  the  public. 

AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE 
PREVENTION  OF  VD,  INC. 

335  BROADWAY 
NEW  YORK,  NY  10013 


Stephen  Dragone-Harrington  and  Dimid  appearing  at  an  Evening  of  Entertainment  For  Feminist  Men  on 
April  23  at  the  Arlington  Street  Church  in  Boston. 


What  Is  A  Feminist  Man? 


An  Evening  Of 
Entertainment  For 
Feminist  Men 

Presented  by  Proud  Pansy 

Productions 
At  the  Arlington  Street 

Church,  Boston 
Thursday,  April  23,  1981 
By  Roger  Remar-Frye 

What  is  a  feminist  man?  I  get 
defensive  at  the  thought  of  women 
challenging  the  extent  of  my  com¬ 
mitment  to  a  feminist  revolution;  1 
want  to  believe  that  I  am  fair- 
minded,  yet  I  remain  afraid  to 
look  at  where  I  am  not.  On  the 
other  hand,  I  fear  that  goddesses 
will  strike  down  the  self-pride  of  a 
group  of  men  attempting  to  define 
feminism  for  themselves.  How 
dare  men  steal  (liberate?)  yet 
another  word  from  women?  “Pro¬ 
feminist”  would  have  been  a  safer 
word  for  the  title  of  the  evening. 
One  man  suggested  “masculinist” 
—  for  it  is  men  that  we  are.  But  I 
think  that  “faerie”  would  have  in¬ 
dicated  more  of  the  origins  of  the 
group  and  more  of  the  flavor  of 
the  evening.  Proud  Pansy  Pro¬ 
ductions  is  a  group  of  men  who 
knew  each  other  from  faerie 
gatherings.  They  got  together  in 
March  to  form  a  feminist  men’s 
community. 

Feminist  issues  were  certainly 
present  this  evening,  along  with  40 
to  50  faeries  and  one  elf.  There  was 
literature  about  domestic  violence 
from  Emerge  (a  counseling  center 
for  men  who  batter)  and  OASIS 
(Organized  Against  Sexism  and  In¬ 
stitutional  Stereotypes),  and  there 
were  announcements  for  a  Men’s 
Walk  Against  Rape  and  Violence 
and  for  a  benefit  for  the  Child 
Care  Collective.  My  own  con¬ 
sciousness  of  how  pervasive  the 
oppression  of  women  is  was  ex¬ 
panded  by  a  conversation  with 
Stephen  Dragone-Harrington. 
During  a  break,  I  asked  him  and 
Dimid  how  they  would  like  their 
names  to  appear  in  this  review. 
Dimid  preferred  his  first  name 
only.  Stephen  is  having  his  name 


changed  to  include  his  mother’s 
maiden  name  so  he  wanted  it  in 
full.  Now  my  satori  may  not  be 
yours,  but  I  ask  you  to  perform  a 
simple  experiment,  assuming  that 
you  were  given  your  father’s 
father’s  name:  just  write  your  full 
name  including  your  mother’s 
fathers’  name  as  the  first  half  of 
your  last  name.  Write  it  on  some¬ 
thing  which  is  yours  —  a  check,  a 
flyleaf,  your  stomach.  What  hap¬ 
pens  when  you  choose  to  own  it?  I 
felt  a  shift  in  my  self-identifica¬ 
tion.  Suddenly  I  acknowledged  my 
mother’s  part  in  me  as  more  direc¬ 
tive,  more  important. 

I  definitely  agree  that  this  was 
“An  Evening  of  Entertainment 
for  Feminist  Men,”  but  the  focus 
was  not  on  the  oppression  of 
women  in  our  society.  Rather  it 
was  on  releasing  ourselves  from 
the  roles  which  have  been  made  for 
us, 

The  entertainment  began  with 
Stephen  and  Dimid  on  stage,  ner¬ 
vously  alternating  lines.  When 
they  stripped  down  to  their  dan- 
skins,  I  began  to  wonder  where  the 
evening  was  going.  The  format  of 
the  skit  was  that  first  one  would 
dress  the  other  in  a  piece  of  cloth¬ 
ing  which  has  come  to  signify  some 
role:  a  cowboy  hat,  a  silk  robe,  a 
leather  jacket,  a  skirt,  and  even  a 
bondage  mask.  Then  the  other 
would  get  into  the  role  for  a  few 
seconds,  but  reject  it  and  then  try 
something  on  the  first  one.  When 
there  was  no  room  for  another 
layer  of  pretend,  they  tried  spout¬ 
ing  from  books.  No  luck  there 
either,  so  they  started  taking  off 
the  mish-mash  of  roles  and  talking 
about  their  feelings.  “You  know, 
Dimid,  sometimes  I  feel  jealous.” 
“Yes,  Stephen,  and  sometimes  I 
feel  really  angry.”  Each  one  alter¬ 
nated  with  a  “Sometimes  I 
feel...”  until  they  reached  their 
danskins  again.  Oh  no,  they’re  not 
going  to. . .  Oh  yes!  “And  some¬ 
times,”  they  chimed  in  chorus 
while  removing  the  last  stitch,  “we 
feel  as  naked  as  a  newborn  child.” 


They  are  beautiful  men.  They 
exposed  their  bodies  as  an  example 
of  the  way  in  which  they  hoped  we 
could  make  ourselves  vulnerable 
and  take  risks  in  exposing 
ourselves  this  evening.  They  ad¬ 
mitted  how  nervous  they  were 
about  what  we  would  think  about 
the  “sizes  of  their  pricks.”  Even 
naked  we  project  unreal  images  of 
ourselves.  I  couldn’t  help  making 
assumptions  from  the  Greek  mus¬ 
culature  of  Stephen  and  the  wispy 
slightness  of  Dimid.  They  are 
beautiful  men. 

Eric  Law  provided  the  second 
entertainment  with  his  singing  and 
guitar  playing.  His  calm  voice  and 
music  were  a  welcome  interlude  in 
a  challenging  evening.  He  sang 
about  how  men  are  trained  to  be 
strong.  He  sang  “My  Coming  Out 
Blues.”  He  sang  about  not  living 
with  his  lover.  His  best  song  was 
“Walking  With  My  Shadow 
Down  Brattle  Street”  about  seeing 
everyone  in  Harvard  Square 
coupled  up  and  feeling  they  were 
laughing  at  him  for  being  alone. 
We  sang  along  to  the  chorus,  and 
to  the  chorus  of  his  final  song, 
“Moving  Out  of  the  Closet  — 
Swing.”  Perhaps  too  clam,  cer¬ 
tainly  pleasant.  He  is  playing  May 
29th  at  the  Oasis  Coffeehouse. 

After  a  break  with  record  music 
and  refreshments,  we  saw  a  short 
but  powerful  movie  called  Gender, 
starring  Logan  Carter  and  directed 
by  Deryck  Calderwood  —  the 
director  of  the  Institute  for 
Human  Sexuality  at  New  York 
University.  The  movie  shows  a 
gorgeous  woman  sitting  at  a  dress¬ 
ing  table  singing  while  she  un¬ 
dresses.  You  know  it  has  to  be  a 
man  because  of  where  you  are,  but . 
the  skin  is  so  smooth,  the  lips  are 
so  full,  the  gestures  are  so  provo¬ 
cative,  that  you  see  a  woman. 
Whatever  cues  you  use  to  distin¬ 
guish  men  from  women  are  de¬ 
ceived.  For  there  are  no  breasts, 
and  the  paint  comes  off,  and  the 
panty  hose  are  removed  to  reveal 
Contin’ued  on  Page  13 


A  CONCERT 

In  celebration  of  the 

7th  National  Conference  on  Men  &  Masculinity 

THURSDAY  MAY  7th  7:30  PM 
COME  AND  HEAR 

Willie  Sordill  —  George  Fulginiti  —  Shakar 
Pat  Oulette  —  Kittie  Tolies  —  Fred  Small 
AT  REDBOOK 

13  RIVER  ST.  CAMBRIDGE,  MASS. 

$3  Donation 


John  Tobin 
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Images  You  Can 
Cut  Yourself  On 


By  Steve  Abbott 

Art  is  like  a  bowl  —  beautiful 
but  also  meant  to  hold  things.  Art 
is  not  a  way  out.  There  is  no  way 
out.  There’s  only  what  we’ve  got 
and  how  to  turn  it  around  to  re¬ 
inforce  our  fighting  genius,  to 
clarify  and  point  out  what  has 
been  stolen  from  us.  We  must  take 
it  back  or  continue  with  nothing. 

(But)  the  word  bowl  is  simply 
an  analogy  of  something  which  is 
socially  useful.  And  at  this  par¬ 
ticular  time  a  bowl  is  not  socially 
useful  though  it  should  be.  Per¬ 
haps  the  work  instead  shapes  itself 
into  a  long  shiny  surface  which 
someone  holds  up  and  we  all  peer 
into  it  and  say:  “Yes,  that  is  a  face 
I  recognize.  That  is  an  event  I 
formed.  That  is  what  determina¬ 
tion  looks  like.  That  is  how  re¬ 
sistance  sounds.” 

Many  people  have  pretended  to 
see  the  artist  in  the  shiny  surface 
the  bowl  makes  but  she’s  not 
there.  She  is  over  here  holding  up 
a  piece  of  clay.  Sometimes  people 
see  the  shine  and  say,  “Every 
witch  must  have  a  knife.”  And 
then  someone  else  will  say,  “Hey, 
I  just  cut  myself  on  that  image.” 
While  someone  else  will  take  it 
and  bury  it  in  their  enemy’s  heart. 
That  is  what  I  mean  by  “socially 
useful.”  That  is  what  I  mean  by 
“moving  art.” 

— Judy  Grahn,  Left  Write 

Conference,  Feb.  21,  1981 

Two  months  have  passed  since 
some  300  Leftist  writers  gathered 
in  San  Francisco  to  discuss  how 
they  might  unify  tq,combat  the 
growing  ascendancy  of  the  Right. 
This  historic  gathering,  the  first  of 
its  kind  since  1947,  has  since 
spawned  a  Left  Writer’s  Union. 
Although  the  importance  of  the 
conference  has  been  noted  in  The 
Guardian,  Contact  II  and  else¬ 
where,  there  has  yet  to  be  an 
analysis  of  its  most  unique  charac¬ 
teristic  —  its  large  and  significant 
gay  and  feminist  presence. 

Judy  Grahn  and  Amber  Holli- 
baugh  spoke  of  their  lesbian  expe¬ 
rience  on  the  first  and  second 
panels  respectively,  but  in  a 


context  of  their  working-class  and 
radical  Leftist  background.  What 
Sovietologist  William  Mandel, 
anarchist  poet  Diane  DiPrima  and 
other  more  traditional  Leftists 
heard,  however,  was  just  an  em¬ 
phasis  on  the  struggle  for  sexual 
liberation.  DiPrima  felt  a  defense 
of  Amiri  Baraka  and  El  Salvador 
should  be  our  most  immediate 
concern  and  Mandel  believed  the 
basic  struggle  is  one  of  class.  Their 
views  that  the  struggle  against  sex¬ 
ism  and  homophobia  were  less  im¬ 
portant  than  other  struggles  drew 
sharp  criticism  from  the  audience 
which,  as  it  turned  out,  was 
largely  gay  and  feminist.  Was  this 
dispute  disruptive  of  Left  unity? 
What  exactly  was  the  cause  and 
nature  of  the  dispute? 

While  all  conference  partici¬ 
pants,  including  Mandel,  profes¬ 
sed  to  be  opposed  to  gay  op¬ 
pression,  less  understanding  was 
evident  about  what  homophobia 
is,  and  what  is  the  practical  and 
theoretical  contribution  of  femin¬ 
ists  and  gays  to  the  Left.  Indeed, 
during  discussion  periods,  even 
some  gays  seemed  confused  about 
this. 

David  Plotkin,  former  editor  of 
The  Socialist  Review,  noted  in  his 
workshop  that  the  Left  seems  to 
be  shrinking.  Rather  than  use 
Marxism  as  a  flexible  theoretical 
weapon  to  meet  the  changing 
nature  of  capitalist  control  and 
manipulation  today,  many 
Leftists  cling  to  an  outmoded 
vocabulary  and  rigid  mindset  akin 
to  beliefs  in  Church  dogma.  “Nor 
can  Marxism  as  a  science,”  Plot- 
kin  said,  “be  equated  to  biochem¬ 
istry  as  a  science  because,  unlike 
biochemists,  Marxists  must  com¬ 
municate  to  the  public  at  large  if 
they  are  to  be  successful  in  their 
goals.” 

What  the  feminist  and  gay 
movement  has  noted  is  capital¬ 
ism’s  extension  into  the  interior, 
personal  world.  One  has  only  to 
look  at  the  tremendous  growth  of 
capitalist  media  and  advertising 
around  the  world  to  see  this. 
Cereal  is  no  longer  sold  on  the 
basis  of  its  use  or  nutritional  value 


but  on  the  basis  of  its  psychologi¬ 
cally  motivated  semiotic  packag¬ 
ing  (e.g.:  bright  red  letters  that 
picture  a  child  saying,  “1  love 
you”).  Or  think  of  the  shaving 
commercial  on  TV:  “Watch  Joe 
Namath  get  creamed!”  Here  vio¬ 
lent  and  homoerotic  fantasies 
combine.  Real  needs  that  society 
represses  on  the  physical  level  are 
sublimated  and  transferred  to¬ 
wards  selling  commodities  of 
dubious  use  value.  What  tradi¬ 
tional  Leftists  fail  to  see  is  that 
we’ve  entered  a  consumerist  stage 
of  capitalism  where  the  political 
IS  personal.  And  it’s  on  this  front 
in  America  that  the  feminist  and 
gay  strauggle  against  capitalism  is 
and  must  be  carried  out.  Not 
content  with  repressed  fantasies, 
we  insist  on  the  real  thing  —  and 
it’s  not  Coke! 

Gay  contributions  to  other 
workshops  were  similarly  mis¬ 
understood.  At  the  “Criticism 
as  a  Political  Tool”  workshop, 
gay  performance  poet  Richard 
Irwin  had  a  movie  and  slide  show 
of  political  billboard  graffiti  run¬ 
ning  simultaneously  to  his  verbal 
presentation.  That  he  didn’t  take 
a  more  academic  classroom  ap¬ 
proach  disconcerted  several  who 
felt  he  was  being  “narcissistic.” 
At  the  Native  American  Work¬ 
shop,  gay  poet/editor  Maurice 
Kenny  was  the  only  participant  to 
stress  the  urgency  of  survival 
issues.  While  not  relating  this  di¬ 
rectly  to  the  question  of  sexual 
orientation,  it’s  interesting  that 
he,  a  gay  man,  was  the  only  one 
preoccupied  with  how  writers 
might  survive  when  National  En¬ 
dowment  for  the  Arts  funds  are 
cut  off.  His  solution  was  imilar  to 
the  one  given  by  Judy  Grahn 
earlier.  We  must  organize  our 
communities  to  support  our 
writing  and  we  must  use  our  writ¬ 
ing  to  shape  the  identity  of  our 
communities. 

The  “Lesbian  and  Gay  Work¬ 
shop,”  led  by  the  San  Francisco 
Gay  History  Pfoject,  was  one  of 
the  few  to  deal  directly  with  how 
writing  practices  relate  to  commu- 
Continued  on  Page  12 


Sometimes  you  get 
more  than 
you’re  itching  for. 


Intimate  moments  can  make  for  pleasant  memories,  but  occasionally, 
something  a  lot  less  pleasant  lingers  as  well — crabs,  for  example.  Now  there’s 
RID,®  a  liquid  treatment  that  kills  crabs  in  10  minutes  and  provides  rapid  relief 
of  itching.  RID  contains  a  safe,  medically  proven  natural 
ingredient  at  almost  twice  the  concentration  of  the  leading 
non-prescription  product.  Each  package  also  includes 
an  instruction  brochure  and  fine-tooth  comb  for  lice  and  nit 
removal.  You  can  buy  RID  at  your  pharmacy  without  a 
prescription  and  begin  treatment  at  once. 

But  remember,  38%  of  the  people  with  crabs  have  been 
found  to  have  something  worse,  like  VD.  So  if  you  think 
you  may  have  been  exposed  to  something  more  than  crabs, 
see  a  doctor. 

RID— Safe, 
effective  treatment 
for  crabs. 

Pfipharmecs  Division.  Pfizer  Inc..  New  York.  New  York  10017 


*  MfOlCOUCIDf 


Kills  Lice  and 
Their  Eggs 
on  Contact 

HE  AO  LICE 

CRAB  OR  PUBIC  LICE 

BODY  LICE _ 

Special  Comb 
Included 


m 


“The  closest 
thing  we  have  to 
a  gay  Passaged 

MAN  TO  MAN 
by  Dr.  Charles  Silverstein 


'Overflowing  with  information 
and  wisdom.  Based  on  a  study 
of  scores  of  gay  couples  from 
farms,  small  towns  and  big  cit- 
W*  ics  all  over  the  country,  it  tells 
us  how  gay  men  grow  up.  how 
they  come  together— and  why 
they  split  up  .  it  is  the  best  guide 
for  couples  (straight  or  gay)  I’ve 
read!— Edmund  While*  author 
SI  2.95  of  States  of  Desire 


A  BOOKPARTY 

with  Charles  Silverstein 

Thursday,  May  7  5:15pm  at 

Glad  Day  Bookshop 
22  Bromfield  St. 

Boston 

phone  542-0144 


SAVE  „„ 

i4kt  Gold  Charms 

Mercedes  Insignia 

Price 

Sailboat 

Sid. 50  J,udes 

Lady  of  Fortune 

Scallop  Shell 

charges 

Some  available  in  Sterl 

ing  Silver  S340  &  up 

ZODIAC  Charms 

14kt  $ 25.90 

St.  Silver  $3.45 

Send  check  to  THE  GOLD  L1NQUE 

BOX  44 

ABINGTON,  M A  023  51 

NEWENGLAND 

EYE  CARE 

Quality  Eye  Care 

at  Affordable  Prices 


All  Types 
of 

Contact 

Lenses 


A  Full  Fashion  Spectrum 
of 

Sunglasses 

and 

Designer  Eyewe 


Vision 

Training 

Available 


ALL 
TODAY 

232  0222 

Weekend 
Appointment! 
Available 

rHenry  Bogen 


Complete 
Eye 
.Examination 


Conveniently 

Located 

205  Harvard  Ave. 
(Next  to  Ken’s) 

Allston,  MA  02134 


Dr.  Larry  Silbert 
OPTOMETRIST 


Page  12  •  Gay  Community  News,  May  9,  1981 


Voices  in  the  Night 


Chapter  14 

By  A  ndrea  Loewenstein 
In  this,  her  last  episode,  Josie 
MacMillan  finds  that  though  you 
can  7  always  get  what  you  want,  if 
you  try  sometime,  you  just  might 
find,  you  get  what  you  need. 

Josie  and  Tiny  strolled  down 
Brimpton  Street.  It  was  so  early  in 
the  morning  they  was  the  only 
ones  up  yet,  and  Josie  reached  out 
and  picked  a  big  sweet-smelling 
spray  of  lilacs  off  of  the  bush  they 
had  planted  in  front  of  one  of 
them  new  fancy  buildings  that 
wasn’t  really  nothing  but  an  old 
building  like  hers  that  had  got  a 
face  lift. 

“That’s  what  they  ought  to  do 
to  me  one  of  these  days,  boy,”  she 
told  Tiny,  “give  me  a  face  lift,” 
but  then  she  remembered  what 
they  said,  all  together  like  a 
prayer,  in  her  AA  meeting. 
“Teach  me  to  accept  me  as  I  am.” 
That’s  just  what  them  people  had 
done,  too,  they  had  accepted  her 
the  minute  she  walked  through  the 
door,  the  second  time  Lina  had 
walked  out  on  her. 

“I’m  scared  shit  I’m  gonna  take 
a  drink,”  was  what  she’d  said. 
“And  with  me  it  don’t  ever  stop 
with  just  one.”  And  then  it  was 
like  they’d  all  held  out  their  arms 
to  her  and  told  her  she’d  come  to 
the  right  place.  She  liked  going  to 
the  services,  or  meetings,  for  one 
thing  they  sort  of  reminded  her  of 
going  to  church  when  she  was  a 
kid.  And  then,  too,  it  was  more 
her  kind  of  person  that  went. 
“Not  that  I  got  one  thing  against 
Ann  and  Bell  and  Manny  and  the 
boys,”  she  told  Tiny.  Cause  they 
was  real  fine  people,  every  one  of 
them.  She’d  learned  a  whole  lot 
from  Ann,  you  could  say  that 
English  class  had  just  took  her 
whole  viewpoint  and  switched  it 
around.  And  she’d  never  known 
any  high-class  colored  girls  like 
Bell  before.  “Black  women,”  she 
said  quickly.  “You  heard  me. 
Tiny,  I  said  it  right.”  It  had  been 
Bell  that  had  told  her  about  the 


AA  meeting,  in  fact,  she  knew 
from  being  a  nurse  that  there  was 
one  right  in  the  neighborhood  that 
was  mostly  gay.  But  once  you  got 
into  it,  you  sort  of  forgot  which 
ones  was  and  wan’t  gay  anway, 
cause  it  was  all  just  people.  There 
was  a  couple  of  gold  farts  that 
liked  to  make  trouble  like  you  got 
anywhere,  of  course.  But  mostly 
they  was  alright. 

Plus,  she,  Josie  MacMillan,  was 
one  of  the  winners  in  the  group. 
That  was  what  her  sponsor,  Sue, 
had  told  her  when  she  called  Sue 
up  the  next  time  Lina  left.  “You 
didn’t  reach  for  a  drink,  you 
reached  for  the  phone,”  Sue  had 
said.  “You’re  a  real  winner, 
Josie.”  Sue  was  60,  and  had 
grown  up  in  Southy,  and  gone 
through  a  lot  of  the  same  type 
things  Josie  had.  She’d  been  in  the 
service  until  someone  snitched  on 
her  and  her  lady,  and  after  that  it 
was  just  her  and  whiskey,  whiskey 
and  her  until  she  found  AA. 

Josie  practised  her  arm  swings 
as  she  walked  down  the  street. 
Just  let  one  of  them  punks  try 
some  shit  on  her  now!  She  had 
better  reflexes  and  stronger  arms 
than  any  of  them  in  the  group, 
even  than  that  Sam  with  his 
leather  this  and  that.  Lotsa  show, 
that’s  what  them  boys  were.  “But 
you  notice  when  Hui  wants  some¬ 
one  to  demonstrate  a  move  he 
don’t  pick  on  none  of  them,  he 
picks  on  me!”,  she  reminded 
Tiny.  “Only  reason  they  got  us 
that  one  time  was  we  had  our  back 
to  ’em,  huh  boy?”  Tiny  gave  his 
wheezing  bark,  and  they  turned 
around  to  go  home. 

Going  upstairs,  Josie  found 
herself  sniffing  for  the  scent  of 
perfume  that  would  let  her  know 
Lina  had  come  back  again. 
“You’re  my  home,  Josie,”  that’s 
what  she  said.  “You’re  my  home 
base.  Long  as  I  know  you’re  there 
aint  nothing  bad  can  happen  to 
me  out  there.” 

Josie  knew  that  was  bull-shit, 
that  there  was  plenty  could 
happen  to  Lina  out  on  them  mean 


feI?lK)N8iNTITY  AND 

A  short  term  exploratory  and 
support  group  offered  by 
Women’s  Suburban  Psychotherapy 
Services 

CALL  Anne  Kenn  899-6129 


WATERSHIP 
‘INN 

Relaxed  atmosphere 
Central  location 
Complimentary  continental  breakfast 

P  O.  Box  918 
7  Winthrop  Street 

Innkeepers:  Jim  Foss  Provincetown  Mass.,  02657 

Vince  Tutela  (617)487  0094 


streets.  And  sometimes  she 
thought  she  wasn’t  so  much  a 
home-base  to  Lina  as  a  drying-out 
pad.  But  she  also  knew  that  as 
long  as  Lina  wanted  in,  she 
wouldn’t  ever  close  her  door  to 


her.  It  wasn’t  the  way  she’d 
wanted  it,  with  the  two  of  them  all 
cozied  up  and  married.  But  it  was 
the  way  it  was,  for  now  anyways. 
And  meanwhile  she  had  a  book  to 
read  for  class  tomorrow,  and  two 


meetings  to  go  to  today. 

“Come  on  Tiny,”  she  whistled, 
and  the  old  dog  took  a  deep 
breath  and  the  stairs  in  one  leap. 


Barbara  Higbie,  Nancy  Vogl,  and  Robin  Flower  came  back  to  Boston  this  weekend  for  shows  at 
Somewhere  and  Passim. 


Left  Write 

Continued  from  Page  11 
nity  needs.  Jeff  Escoffier  pointed 
out  how,  prior  to  WWII,  lesbian 
and  gay  writers  wrote  outside  of, 
or  without,  community  support. 
“Sexual  desire  is  always  shaped  by 
culture  —  its  symbols,  poetry  and 
art,”  he  said.  “Art’s  a  kind  of 
signal  (that)  expresses  and  works 
out  identity.  .  .  .  Art  also  has  this 
duality  of  conveying  a  message 
and  disguising  it  at  the  same 
time.”  In  this  regard,  art  has  been 
especially  important  to  the 
shaping  of  the  gay  community  as 
we  know  it  today. 

Eric  Garber  tfen  gave  a  brief 
history  of  gay  science  fiction.  This 
was  a  favored  genre  amongst  gay 
writers  because  “it  can  talk  about 
the  now  in  future  tense”  and 
discuss  “in  a  very  personal  sense, 
the  present  situation  in  terms  of 
radical  solutions.”  He  concluded 


with  a  brief  examination  of  gay 
black  sci-fi  novelist  Samuel  R. 
Delany  whose  latest  book  con¬ 
siders,  among  other  things,  how 
S&M  men  are  revolutionary. 

Roberta  Yusba  next  talked 
about  lesbian  pulp  fiction  in  the 
’50s.  Whereas  the  general  postwar 
message  to  women  was  to  leave 
the  workplace  and  raise  a  family, 
heroines  in  lesbian  fiction,  by  ne¬ 
cessity,  remained  workers.  A  sur¬ 
prising  number  of  these  novels 
had  happy  endings  and  depicted 
satisfying  lesbian  lives.  Amber 
Hollibaugh  said  that,  whereas 
homoerotic  images  can  often  be 
found  in  above-ground  male  lit¬ 
erature,  virtually  no  images  of 
female  sexuality  have  been  permit¬ 
ted  in  women’s  literature.  “Only 
the  search  for  love  could  be  ex¬ 
pressed,”  she  said,  “not  physical 
desire.”  Hollibaugh  predicted  this 
situation  would  change  drastically 


in  the  next  10  to  15  years  but  that 
new  Moral  Majority  types  would 
consider  this  “pornographic.” 

While  frustrated  and  angry  over 
the  sexism  and  homophobia  dem¬ 
onstrated  by  other  Left  colleagues 
at  the  conference,  most  gays  and 
lesbians  felt  it  was  extremely  im¬ 
portant  to  continue  working  in 
Left  organizations  as  well  as  to 
make  bridges  or  alliances  with  his- 
panic,  black  and  other  commu¬ 
nities  of  writers.  The  general  feel¬ 
ing  was  “united  we  might  survive, 
divided  we  certainly  won’t.”  Les¬ 
bians  and  gays  showed  themselves 
equally  determined  to  keep  strug¬ 
gling  against  sexism  and  homo¬ 
phobia  on  the  Left.  Stressing  a 
positive  tone,  Hollibaugh  re¬ 
sponded  to  one  questioner  by 
saying,  “In  1934,  neither  Judy 
Grahn  or  I  would  probably  have 
been  on  any  panels  of  a  confer¬ 
ence  such  as  this.” 


7th  National  Conference  on  Men  &  Masculinity 

TUFTS  UNIVERSITY 
JUNE  12  -  16th 


1  Workshops  on  Politics,  Culture,  Relationships, 

Feminism,  Homophobia,  Work,  Violence  &  Feelings 
1  Have  fun  playing,  telling  jokes,  listening  to  good  music 
1  Help  build  the  men’s  movement  into  a  vital  force  for 
political  &  personal  change 
1  All  men  &  women  invited  —  child  care  available 

PO  BOX  3  38  WEST  SOMERVILLE,  MASS.  02 144  617-247-1008 


By  the  beautiful  sea. 
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Opcningjvr  the  zg  81  scasanMa^  -'St.  Grand  Opening  Saturday,  May  iGtk. 


Joyce  Harper 
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of  the  larger  society.  After  all,  it's  obvious  that 
there  are  a  lot  of  lesbians  in  the  movement;  so 
some  women  think  that  there's  no  room  for 
any  more  sexual  deviants  —  mustn’t  let  the 
movement  look  too  freaky.  In  fact,  I've 
noticed  that  they're  careful  in  anti-S/M  circles 
to  appear  not  too  dykey.  They're  trying  to  pass 
for  straight.  I  guess  that's  one  price  of  trying  to 
appeal  to  the  right-wing  straight  anti-pom 
movement. 

Anti-S/M  feminists  endanger  the  very 

EXISTENCE  OF  THE  WOMEN'S  MOVEMENT  THROUGH 
THEIR  LACK  OF  REGARD  FOR  THE  PRINCIPLES  OF  CIVIL 

liberties.  A  concern  for  the  protection  of  civil 
liberties  is  not  thought  to  be  radical,  or  an  area 
for  feminist  concern  these  days.  Anti-S/M  and 
anti-pornography  feminists  would  not  care 
much  if  freedom  of  speech  and  press  were 
denied  to  some  of  us.  So  far  as  I  know,  anti- 
S/M,  anti-pom  groups  and  spokespeople  have 
disavowed  censorship  and  relied  on  education 
and  pressure  tactics  like  picketing,  boycott¬ 
ing,  and  leafletting.  I  support  their  right  to  do 
these  things.  I  have  also  heard  these  women 
speak.  I  have  noted  how  they  elicit  and  manip¬ 
ulate  emotions  in  audiences  at  slideshows  and 
forums.  My  intuition  of  them,  my  own  admit¬ 
tedly  gut  reaction  is  that  they  would  love  to 
have  censorship,  if  only  they  could  say  who 
gets  censored,  if  they  could  be  sure  that  cen¬ 
sorship  would  not  be  used  against  them  at 
some  point.  They  dare  to  say  that  S/M  les¬ 
bians  are  not  feminists.  I  dare  to  say  that  I  do 
not  trust  them.  I  think  that  censorship  is  a 
secretly  cherished  hope  of  the  anti-S/M,  anti¬ 
porn  crew. 

For  some  odd  reason,  censorship  actually 
does  exist  legally  in  the  form  of  obscenity 
laws.  Personally,  I  think  that  obscenity  laws 
are  totally  incompatible  with  freedom  of 
speech  and  press.  But  try  and  tell  that  to  the 
judge.  Obscenity  laws  are  not  uniformly  inter¬ 
preted  or  enforced,  however.  I  honestly  do  not 
understand  how  an  interest  in  bodies  and 
bodily  functions  can  be  "morbid''  or  "shame¬ 


ful"  except  in  a  repressive  religious  context. 

Most  of  us  seem  to  take  civil  liberties  for 
granted  if  we  think  about  them  at  all.  This 
could  be  dangerous.  Even  a  brief  look  around 
the  world  is  enough  to  demonstrate  that  a  tra¬ 
dition  of  protection  of  civil  liberties  has  made 
it  possible  for  the  women's  movement  to  grow 
and  be  strong.  In  countries  where  there  is  little 
or  no  protection  of  human  rights  by  tradition 
or  law,  political  oppression  and  violence  keeps 
women  literally  fighting  for  their  lives  along 
with  men.  This  country  has  many  defects  but 
the  protection  of  civil  liberties  makes  it  pos¬ 
sible  for  us  to  organize  and  move  politically 
with  greater  freedom  than  we  might  other¬ 
wise.  Civil  liberties  do  not  protect  them¬ 
selves;  we  all  have  a  share  and  a  stake  in  pre¬ 
serving  them.  "In  Germany,  they  came  first 
for  the  Communists,  and  I  didn't  speak  up  be¬ 
cause  I  wasn't  a  Communist.  They  came  for 
the  Jews,  and  I  didn't  speak  up  because  I 
wasn't  a  Jew.  Then  they  came  for  the  trade 
unionists,  and  I  didn't  speak  up  because  I 
wasn't  a  trade  unionist.  Then  they  came  for 
the  Catholics,  and  I  didn't  speak  up  because  I 
was  a  Protestant.  Then  they  came  for  me,  and 
by  that  time  there  was  no  one  left  to  speak 
up."  (Martin  Niemoller) 

******** 

This  is  not  a  comprehensive  discussion.  It 
does  not  deal  with  humiliation  or  many  other 
S/M  activities.  It  is  short  on  origins  of  domi¬ 
nant  and  sadistic  impulses.  I  am  not  being 
rigorously  scientific.  What  I  am  doing  is 
sharing  some  of  my  understanding  and  experi¬ 
ence  of  S/M.  I  want  there  to  be  space  for  my 
sexuality  in  this  world.  I  believe  that  every 
form  of  consensual  sexuality  has  a  place  in 
any  society  that  is  worth  living  in.  I  sincerely 
hope  that  this  article  can  have  some  part  in 
stopping  the  abuses  of  power  that  have 
become  so  ordinary  among  anti-S/M  femin¬ 
ists.  I  will  continue  to  do  what  I  can  as  a 
person,  as  a  feminist,  as  a  lesbian,  as  a  sexual 
rebel,  and  as  a  writer,  to  liberate  myself  and 
the  world  that  I  live  in. 


Feminist 
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male  genitals.-Transformation.  He 
puts  on  a  shirt  and  jeans  and  zips 
up  the  fly.  Why  do  we  look  at  this 
person  with  different  feelings  — 
now  with  curiosity,  now  amuse¬ 
ment,  now  excitement  —  as  he 
transforms? 

After  the  movie,  Dimid  told  us 
to  take  a  deep  breath.  (Oh,  that’s 
right!  I’ve  been  holding  my 
breath.)  He  wanted  us  to  avoid 
intellectualizing  and  get  back  into 
our  bodies.  We  broke  down  into 
12  discussion  groups  according  to 
birth  month.  How  were  we  affec¬ 
ted  by  the  movie?  How  do  we 
interact  as  men?  What  do  we  feel? 

For  too  short  a  half-hour  I  for¬ 
got  my  role  as  reviewer.  I  don’t 
want  to  say  what  we  said  to  each 
other.  I  want  to  preserve  the  inti¬ 
macy  of  those  born  in  May.  I 
touched  seven  men.  I  got  very 
high.  I  don’t  believe  I  am  avoiding 
my  feelings.  I  am  keeping  them 
special. 


We  regrouped  to  end  the  eve¬ 
ning  with  a  round  of  singing.  We 
faced  each  other  and  sang.  We 
chanted.  We  sang  for  our  lives.  We 
sang  masturbation.  We  sang 
faerie.  We  sang  “A  Love  Song  for 
my  Brothers”  by  Stelle  Mifsud: 

I  want  to  sing  out  a  love 
song  for  my  brothers 

Toronto 

Continued  from  Page  3 

Maloney  said  that  he  considers 
“this  latest  attack”  on  the  baths 
and  the  February  raids  as  “part  of 
the  first  wave  of  an  all  out  attack” 
on  lesbian  and  gay  males  in  the 
U.S.  and  Canada,  instrumented 
by  the  intelligence  agencies  of  both 
countries. 

“There  is  a  confluence  of 
interest  within  the  Toronto  Police 
Department  and  the  Canadian  and 
U.S.  intelligence  communities.  .  .  . 
The  Toronto  police  mean  to  close 
down  the  baths  completely,  but 
they  also  mean  to  destroy  the 
credibility  of  the  gay  leaders.  The 
people  charged  have  contributed  a 


I  want  to  reach  out  and  let 
them  know  I  care 
I  see  how  we  have  been 
kept  from  one  another 
I  want  to  feel  all  the 
changes  we  can  share. 


lot  of  money  to  efforts  to  produce 
pro-gay  laws.”  , 

Maloney  added  that  Campbell 
and  Diemer  “have  been  active  in 
the  lesbian  and  gay  movement  in 
the  U.S.  .  .  .  and  I’m  sure  any 
motivation  they  [the  Toronto 
police]  might  have  to  charge  these 
two  men  came  from  U.S.  intelli¬ 
gence  sources.  .  .  .  The  Federal 
Bureau  of  Investigation  might 
have  some  inhibitions  about  doing 
this  in  the  U.S.  where  the  Bill  of 
Rights  and  the  Constitution  pro¬ 
tects  people.  Here,  illegally  obtain¬ 
ed  evidence  is  admissable  [in 
court].” 


Adrienne  Rich 
Andre  Lorde 
Cherrie  Moraga 
Elly  Bulkin 
Jan  Clausen 
Joan  Larkin 


JudyGrahn 
M.E  Hershman 
Michelle  Cliff 
Pat  Parker 
Paula  Gunn  Allen 
Robin  Becker 
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Soturdoy,  Moy  9th  ot  8  p.m. 
Arlington  Street  Church 

“j  25  Arlington  Street,  Boston 

§  (corner  of  Arlington  0  Boylston) 

.C 

S’  Tickets  available  at  New  Words  Bookstore,  Glad  Day  Bookshop 
J  Women’s  Emporium.  For  more  info,  call  924-0336. 

$5.50  in  advance/$6.50  at  door 


THE  BOSTON  BALLET 
PRESENTS 


3  New 
Works! 


Outstanding 

International 

Choreographers 


For  Ticket  Information  Call 


ii  542-3945  S 

or  in  person  at  the  Metropolitan  Center 

All  sales  final. 


CASTING 

For  a  radio  adaptation  of 

The  Men  with  the  Pink  Triangle 

by  Heinz  Heger 
to  be  produced  in  Max/  for 
national  distribution  in  late  June. 

Send  resume  and,  if  available,  audition  cassette,  to 
Gay  Media  Production  Associates 
588  Columbus  Avenue 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02118 


We  bring  good  things  to  life 


fan  -  J* '>',)/  Sw/tr  'J I’/n/ro  /d 

for  bare  details  call  am- ///t 


THE  GAY  GUY’S  GUIDE 

SO.  STATION  423-434® 


Boston's  Best  AH  Male  Show! 


□  3  years  (150  issues) 

$62.00 

□  2  years  (100  issues) 
$43.50 

□  1  year  (50  issues) 
$25.00  regular 
$17.50  low  income 

□  25  weeks 
$12.50 

□  12  weeks 
$6.00 


These  rates  are  for  sub¬ 
scriptions  within  USA. 
Add  30%  for  foreign. 
AMOUNTS  RECEIVED 
IN  EXCESS  WILL  BE 
CONSIDERED  DONA¬ 
TIONS,  WHICH  ARE 
GREATLY  APPRE¬ 
CIATED. 

□  NEW 

□  RENEWAL 


Name 

Address 


City 


State 


Zip 


Mai I  with  payment  to: 

GCN  Subscriptions/22  Bromfield  St./Boston  MA  02108 

□  I  am  donating  $ _ towards  a  free  subscription  for  a  prisoner. 

□  This  is  a  gift  subscription.  Please  send  a  gift  card. 

Where  did  you  hear  about  GCN?  - 

GCN  is  available  on  microfilm  for 
$22  volume  (individuals)/$28  (institutions) 
$160  complete  set  of  vols.  1-7 


□  VISA 

□  MASTERCHARGE 


Name 


Account  Number 
Expiration  Date  _ 


Signature  _ 

All  subscriptions  are  sent  in  sealed,  plain  envelopes.  Make 
check  or  money  order  payable  to  "GCN.  ”  Do  NOT  send 
cash  through  the  mails.  Our  subscriber  list  is  confidential, 
and  is  never  sold  or  used  except  for  mailing  GCN. 
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Classifieds 

JUST  FRIENDS 


NYC  &  Mass  lesbians.  Find  new  friends 
confidentially.  Send  stamped  envel  to 
Sisters  of  Sappho  Referral  Service,  Box 
151-G,  Hudson,  MA  01749.  Lesbian 
owned/operated.  Caring. _ (41) 

NO.  SHORE  LESBIAN  MOTHERS 
Social/support  group  now  forming. 
Weekly  meetings  planned  Beverly- 
Hamilton  area.  Let’s  get  together! 
468-3260  after  4  pm. _ (42) 

PERSONALS 

MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILDFLOWER 
Too  bad  we  didn’t  get  the  chance 
to  on  vacation  find  romance. 

I  love  you  more  than  multiplying  cells 
AUnnyJove,  Porcupine.  (42) 

WARNING' 

The  following  described  male  picked 
me  up  at  a  local  gay  bar;  I  took  him 
home  and  he  subsequently  stole  my 
wallet,  watch  and  even  the  loose 
change  in  my  pocket.  I’m  not  com¬ 
plaining;  I  must  have  asked  for  it 
(although  it’s  never  happened  before). 
But  in  order  to  keep  this  character  from 
ripping  off  other  people,  here's  his 
discription: 

Age  about  25  to  27,  6'1",  stocky  but  not 
fat,  dark  blonde  straight  hair,  neatly 
dressed.  Rather  nondescript,  actually, 
but  the  one  distinctive  thing  is  a  slight 
accent,  British  or  Scandinavian  accent. 

_ _  '  ■ _ (?) 

TO  THE  GUY  DESCRIBED  ABOVE: 
The  credit  cards  have  been  cancelled. 
Please  return  my  driver’s  license, 
That’s  the  one  thing  I  cannot  replace. 
You  have  my  address.  DS  (?) 

Where  to  obtain  Video  tapes  for  the 
discerning  viewer,  send  $2.00  cash  & 
prepaid  envelope.  GCN  Box  408.  (45) 

M  will  share  sm  farm  w/M  20-30.  Work 
w/animals  excon  seeking  rehab.  Wel¬ 
come  good  op  for  right  person  no  heavy 
drugs.  L.  Rivers,  RR  #1,  Box  84, 
Fiskdale,  MA01518.  _  ]42) 

GWF  30  sks  GF  25-30  for  drinks  dinner 
good  conversation  &  friendship.  If 
anything  further  develops  we'll  take  it 
one  step  at  a  time.  Why  don't  we  take  a 

chance?  GCN  Box  409. _ (41) 

WOMEN  WHERE  ARE  YOU? 

Expd  woman  weightlifter  looking  for 
training  partner.  Interested  in 
powerlifting  &  bodybuilding,  4-5  x  a 
week.  Call  Michell  even  776-6759.  (41) 

GWF  would  like  to  meet  GF  for  tennis 
long  walks,  etc.  If  you  can  get  together 
on  a  regular  basis  please  call  437-0283 
Boston  Brkln  Camb. 

’ _  (42) 

BIKE  TRIP  ON  CAPE  COD!! 

I  am  planning  a  trip  on  Cape  Cod  for 
July  11-26  (Bos  Islands,  Ptown,  ferry 
back  to  Bos)  for  itinerary  and  info  write 
Box  743  Burlington,  VT  05402.  Cost 
about  $225  limit  12  people.  Res  must  be 
made  by  mid  May. 

_  _ _ _ (41) 

TROUBLED  GAYS 

Let  me  help  you  accept  your  sexual 
preference,  learn  to  deal  with  all  the 
other  human  problems  like  depression, 
lonelines,  low  self  esteem.  Initial 
interview  at  no  charge.  Ruth  Chessman 
Psychotherapist  (61 7)  923-0428.  (46) 

TODD  OF  CHUCKTOWN 
Regret  not  getting  your  number.  If  you’d 
like  to  get  together  again,  write  me.  Tall 
Blue  Jay.  GCN  Box  404.  (41) 

TRASHY  LESBIAN  PAPERBACKS 
and  lovely  novels— learn  about  them  at 
“Lesbians  in  Fiction”  slide/tape  show. 
Wed.,  May  6,  Oasis  Coffeehouse,  355 
Boylston  St.,  doors  open  7:30  to  8pm. 
Also,  play  "The  Lesbian  Wedding 
Game."  $3  for  both.  Women  only.  (41 ) 

BLACK-WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER, 
international  social/support  group. 
Chapters  most  major  cities.  Write: 
BWMT-XA.  279  Collingwood,  SF,  CA 
94114  or  (415)  431-0458,  24  hours. 

(38) 

Relocating  to  N.  Cal/Nev  or  visiting? 
GWM  48,  6ft,  220  lbs  reas  attr  wants  to 
get  acquainted  share  beautiful  Lake 
Tahoe  home  same  age  group  or  young¬ 
er  non-smoker  pref.  Photo  apprec  perm 
relationship  poss.  GCN  Box  405. _ (41) 

SERVICES 

GAY  MEN’S  THERAPY  GROUP 
has  2  openings.  Grp  explores  issues  of 
intimacy,  relationships,  and  gay  self- 
image.  For  apptmt,  call  628-8286  & 
leave  message  for  Jim  Fishman,  MSW. 

(27) 

No  time  to  paint,  paper,  fix  it?  For  qual¬ 
ity  home  repair,  restoration,  decoration 
call  Will  265-0348  day  or  night.  (25) 

GAY  MEN’S  THERAPY  GROUP 
General  issues  group  focusing  on 
personal  needs  and  conflicts  has  3 
openings.  Call  Francis  Giambrone,  M.A. 
Office:  451-1398  or  661-4070. _ (42) 

MASTERCARD/VISA 
Wd  you  like  a  MASTERCARD  or  Visa? 
You  may  obtain  one  regardless  of 
your  previous  credit  history. 

For  information  send  $20  to 
Houston  Credit  Counselors 
1713  Westheimor  Houston.  TX  77098 
Money  back  guarantee  (46) 


COMPUTERIZE  HOROSCOPES 
Learn  more  about  yourself  thru  astrol¬ 
ogy.  Get  your  own  personal  horoscope 
in  1500  words  or  more.  Send  your  date, 
time  &  location  of  birth  along  w/10.00 
+  1.00  postage  to  Solarscope,  PO  Box 
24148,  Cinti,  OH  45224.  _ _  (41) 


MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
ALCOHOL  COUNSELING 
HYPNOTHERAPHY 
SEX  THERAPY 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
(617)  965-1311  for  appt. 


Housekeeping  services  done  by 
experienced  efficient  cleaner. 
Excellent  references  available.  Call  Bob 

(6 1 7)  427-3829. _ (41) 

Precision  haircuts  by  Skipper. 
Reasonable  rates,  also  perms,  hennas, 
etc.  I  make  house  calls  in  New  York 

(212)499-5875. _ (42) 

GAY  AIRWAVES 

List  of  gay  radio/cable  TV  shows  in  US, 
Canada.  $1,  John  Zeh,  Box  19158, 
Cincinnati,  OH  45219.  (c) 


BELLVILLE  AND  ASSOCIATES 

Copley  Square 
Individual,  Group,  Couples  & 
Family  Counseling; 
Career  Assessment 
Assertiveness  Training 
By  &  For  Gay  Men  &  Lesbians 
(617)  266-1450 


MARRIED  MEN  GAY/BI  GROUP 
You  are  not  alone!  Therapy  group  for 
Gay/Bi  married  men  forming  to  focus 
on  related  issues.  Call  Francis 
Giambrone,  MA  661-4070  or  451-1398. 

(28) 

NATICK-FRAMINGHAM  AREA 
Feminist  Therapist 
Experienced,  Supportive,  Discreet 
Joyce  Fishman,  RN-AASECT  Certified 
Reasonable  Fees.  655-8618  Eves. 

APARTMENTS _ 

Back  Bay  Beacon  St  2  1/2  br  duplex  apt 
w/courtyard,  private  entrance.  $700, 
plus  heat  &  util.  267-2390  eves  & 
wkends. _ (41) 

DORCHESTER-MELVILLE  PARK 
2  bdrm,  7  rms  fireplace  sep  util  $575;  3 
bdrm  —  7  rms  sep  util  $600  no  fee;  3 
bdrm,  5  rms  sep  util,  all  ex  cond,  all 
near  Red  line  &  stores  825-5009.  (41) 

TWO  FLOORS  OF  A  HOUSE! 
Sunny  &  roomy  3  bdrm  apt  on  quiet  st  in 
Brighton  nr  T  &  shops.  Summer  sublet 
w/poss  option  to  lease  $625/mo  inc  ht  & 
hot  water.  254-8551. _  (c) 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Women  rehearsing  for  theatre  test  — 
Cauldron  Experimental  Theatre  has 
space  available  some  eves,  wkends  & 
wkdays.  Sliding  scale  876-8819,  Marty. 

(45) 

ROOMMATES _ 

LF  household  seeks  4th  for  June  1. 
Allston  near  Harvard  Sq  nice  landlord 
good  access  to  hus  lines  100  -+» 

(617)783-0709.  no  pets _ ,42) 

SHARE  SO  END  DUPLEX  JULY  1 
GM  30s  ska  CM  24-32  to  share  comft  So 
End  duple  nr  Copley  Sq.  Own  bdr  & 
bath.  D/W.W/D,  patio  $450/mo,  & 

&350/mo  if  a  houseclean.  Must  be 
reliable,  neat,  low  key.  No  drugs,  etc. 
Dep  &  refs.  Pis  allow  6  wks  for  reply. 
GCN  Box  411. _ (43) 

Male  to  share  VT  country  space  care  for 
animals  garden  in  return  room  board 
poss  sal  acord  ability  I  design  make 
Western  wear  need  assist  cut 
coordinate  fabrics  work  leather,  fur, 
etc.  (802)  453-4556. _ (44?) 

SUMMER  SUBLET 

Lesbian  household  seeks  one  more  for 
summer.  Beautiful  house  in 
Cambridgeport.  $165/mo  *-  utils.  Call 
soon  846-7572.  (41) 

LF  seeks  quiet,  friendly  LF  for  JP  apt,  2 
bdrms,  front  &  back  porch.  Good  nbrhd, 
close  to  stores,  Or  &  Gr  lines.  No  pets 
or  smokers  please.  Avail  immed 

$162.50.522-4922. _ (41) 

JP  near  Pond,  Robinwood  Av,  prof 
GWM  sks  GM  29-#<to  share  bright 
character-filled  5  rm  apt.  $225  htd 

522-1341.  _ _ J42) 

Watertown,  near  bus  —  GM  sks 
considerate,  independent,  semi-veg, 
non-smoke  feminist  w/sense  of  homor 
(likes  shark-infested  tapioca  &  bubble 
baths)  923-9440,  5-9  or  wkends.  (42) 

1  F  &  1  M  sk  2  persons  to  share  home  in 

JP  start  1  June.  Yard,  2  baths,  nr  transit. 
Interest  include  music,  photography, 
life.  Pot  smokers  &  beer  drinkers 
welcome.  No  cats  (allergic)  Mary 
623-1556,  Christopher  876-0807.  (42) 

2  LF  sk  1  same  for  Somerville  apt 

starting  June  1.  Interests  inc  politics  & 
literature.  Share  food,  semi-veg. 
623-1556. _ (42) 

Prof  GM  looking  for  same  to  share 
homey  So  End  apt.  Please  be 
responsible,  caring,  considerate, 
independent.  Lg  apt,  own  room,  225/mo 
426-3680.  (40) 
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2  responsible  20+  rmtes  wanted  to 
share  clean  spac  6  rm  Dorch  apt.  w/M 
working  student  in  20's.  125  inc  util. 
(617)825-6315.  (41) 

IMMENSE  SOMERVILLE  LOFT 
seeks  third  roommate.  Private  bedroom 
&  lots  of  common  workspace.  $155/mo 

incl  heat.  Call  Nancy  628-0617. _ (c) 

LF,  2  cats,  1  dog  sk  rmte  neat  veg  for 
apt  in  les-owned  bldg  in  JP.  $115  plus. 
Porch,  trees,  washer,  dryer.  Near  T. 
Cats  OK.  Call  Katie  522-3008. _ (c) 

So  End  GM  24  neat,  frndly  into  natural 
tngs  sks  GM  to  share  brownstone  apt. 
D/D,  mod  k  &  bath  $221/mo  +  util, 
Robert,  eves,  (617)  426-5813. _ (40) 

PLYMOUTH/CARVER  AREA 
2  GF  seek  third  roommate  $45/wk  incl 
util.  866-4858. _ (41) 

LF  hsehld  in  Camb  seeks  4th.  Prefer  L 
who  is  resp,  neat,  an  open  com¬ 
municator,  and  non-smoker.  Nr  Harvard 
Sq.  175/mo  incl  heat.  547-0268;  492-7100 
ext  5268. _ (41) 

LF  roommate  wanted  for  2  bdrm  Central 
Sq  apt  $168  inc  ht;  no  drugs,  liquor. 
Pamela  497-1311;  work  492-0929;  cats, 
babies  ok;  older  women  lovely. _ (41) 

4  LF  seek  5th  for  6/1  summer  or  longer. 
Large  coop  I  in  Allston  w/yard, 
garden,  parking,  access  to  T,  political 
Intrigue  782-8679. _ (41) 

2  congenial  GF’s  Ikng  4  woman  2  share 

3  bdrm  apt/Cool  Cor  Bklne  Mod,  near  T, 

aircond,  dw,  cat.  Ap* 1  ,.  til  Aug  1. 
Bargain  rent  150/mo  277-uu/O.  (43) 

NATICK-FRAM  AREA 
GM  or  GF  roomte  wntd  25  and  up  to 
share  4  bdrm  hse  w/2  GFs  &  2  kids. 
$250/mo  all  utils  inc.  except  heat  & 
phone.  Avail  May  1.  GCN  Box  398.  (42) 

LF  22  sks  LF  22-28  for  charming,  fun  2 
br  apt  in  Newton  Upper  Falls.  225  +  . 
May  1.  Nr  T,  Pike,  9,  128.  No  smokers, 
cats.  Yard,  garden,  fully  furnished.  Kelli 
964-3245,  4-9  pm  or  965-3068,  days,  (c) 


MOVERS 


Julian  Wright  Moving  Company 
Licensed  and  Insured.  Reliable 
Experienced. 

_ 661-2958 _ (c)) 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 

Serving  the  Gav  Community 
With  professiona  !•,+:  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers 
Piano  and  hoisting  specialists 
Any  time  of  day  —  any  day  of  year 
No  overtime  charges.  354-2184  (c) 


FOR  SALE 


MICRO-WAVE  TV  ANTENNA 
Picks  up  adult  commercial-free  TV. 
Antenna,  converter,  tuning  control, 
power  supply  and  cable  $250.  Steve 
Walker  (61 7)  825-6700. _ (42?)) 


WANTED 


Musician  wanted  to  play  recorder  at 
May-Celebration,  May  17.  Putnam,  CT 
(203)  928-7562. _ (41) 

RESEARCH  FOR  A  BOOK 
Need  letters  about  sexual  experience  in 
initiations,  childhoc  '  clubs,  soroities, 
slumber  parties.  No  address  necessary. 
GCN  Box  412.  (43) 

RELOCATING 

Prof  GF  sks  clean,  quiet,  stu/lbrm  apt 
in  Nwtn/Camb/Wllsly  area  for  June  1, 
Pref  gay/les-owned  bldg.  To  $400/mo! 
Pis  write  ASAP:  D.A.  Lagasse,  67  West 
ST,  Apt  \  Northampton,  MA  01060 .  (41) 

3  GMs  in  rural  Mass  sk  1  or  2  seasonal 
tenants  to  independently  occupy  small, 
seculded,  primitive,  delightful  cabin  on 
our  homestead  in  exchang  for  rent  or 
work  (617)  249-4643,  _  (43?) 

Publisher  for  ONE  THOUSAND 
LETTERS,  penfriends  correspondence 
worldwide,  gay-related.  GCN  Box  407. 

(44) 


JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 

COUNSELORS  NEEDED 
to  volunteer  at  Women’s  Counseling 
and  Resource  Center  in  Cambridge 
Counseling  experience  necessary.  For 
info  call  492-8568,  Iv  message.  (41) 
American  Friends  Service  Committee, 
religious,  pacifist,  social  change 
organization  seeks:  Nationwide 

Women’s  Program  Associate  and 
Assistant  Coordinator,  Latin  American 
Programs  in  Philadelphia;  fundraisers 
in  Chicago  and  Cambridge.  For 
information  ~r  AFSC  openings  write: 
1  aren  Cromley,  AFSC,  1501  Cherry, 
Philadelphia,  PA  19102. _ (42) 

VERMONT  GAY  HOTEL  COMPLEX 
Hiring  happy  energetic  people.  Send 
resume  &  letter  of  interest  to  Tom 
Herman  Box  371,  Bellows  Falls,  VT 
05101  or  call  (802)  463-3966. _ (44) 

Food  coop  warehouse  collective  —  ft 
bookeeping  dept  $207/wk  &  benefits. 
Write  for  application.  No  phone  calls  or 
walk-ins,  please.  NEFCO,  129  Franklin 
St„  Camb,  MA  02139. _ (41) 

Gay  book  publisher/distributor  needs 
someone  to  work  full-time  in  shipping 
and  order  fulfillment.  Office  experience 
helpful.  Phone  Sasha  Alyson,  542-5679 
_ _ _ (42) 

FEATURES  EDITOR 
Gay  Community  News  is  looking  for  a 
Features  Editor.  Editing  and  writing 
skills  necessary  as  well  as  a  commit¬ 
ment  to  feminism  and  social  change. 
Responsible  for  regular  features  and 
monthly  book  supplements.  Low  salary, 
medical  benefits.  June  1  opening.  Ad¬ 
dress  inquiries  and  resumes  to  Amy 
Hoffman,  GCN,  22  Bromfield  Street, 
Boston,  MA,  02108.  (617)  426-4469. 

GOLDEN  OPPORTUNITY  FOR 
enterprising  people.  Sisters  Subs  is  for 
sale.  A  unique,  established  business 
situated  in  Davis  Sq.  which  caters  to  a 
faithful  yet  ever-increasing  clientele. 
This  autonomous,  self-reliant  vegetar¬ 
ian  and  regular  sandwich  shop  offers  a 
prosperous  future  for  energetic 
owner(s).  Call  owner  at  623-7050  for 
more  information.  (41 


PROVINCETOWN  HILLTOP  HOUSE 
Weekly  rental  in  May  and  early  June, 
spacious  beautiful  house,  sweeping 
harbor  views,  private  woodland  site 
directly  opposite  beach.  Limit  4  adults 
$400  (617)  487-2072  or  3567, _ (41) 

PUERTO  RICO 

Inexpensive  vacation  rent  apt  wkly, 
monthly,  less  than  hotel  or  guest  hse. 
Call  Ron  at  (617)  536-7734, 6-8  pm.  (41) 
Aspasia  Guest  House  —  womon  owned 
and  operated,  reasonable  rates,  cntrl 
loc  shared  bath,  parking  92  Bradford  St, 
Provincetown,  MA  02657  (617)  487-2511. 
_  (43) 

ACCOMMODATIONS 


SUITE  SAN  FRANCISCO! 

Fine  Apartment  Accommodations 
at  lower  cost  than  most 
hotel  rooms  in  The  Castro 

Studio,  1  and  2  Bedroom 
Apartments  Available 

Call  or  write  for  our  brochure 

SUITE  SAN  FRANCISCO 

P.O.  Box  34306 
San  Francisco,  CA  94134 
(415)  239-0575 


ORGANIZATIONS 

D.O.B. 

Support  organization  for  lesbians,  1151 
Mass  Ave,  Camb.  Old  Camb  Bap.  Raps 
every  Tues  &  Thurs,  8  pm.  35+  raps 
2nd  Weds  &  last  Fri,  8  pm.  Bi-monthly 
magazine  FOCUS  $8.00.  Monthly  social 
&  fund-raising  event.  Info  &  office  hrs 
■  661-3633.  All  women  invited  to  partici¬ 
pate^ _  (c) 

WOMEN  ON  THE  MOVE 
A  social  travel  club  for  gay  women 
presents  a  “Gay  Western  Get-Away”  in 
the  Catskill  Mountains  June  12-14, 
1981.  For  reservations  &  info  (914) 
352-8646  or  write  PO  Box  238,  Nanuet, 
NY  10954.  _ (42) 


RESORTS 


THE  GABRIEL  APARTMENTS 
A  covenient  meeting  place  for  women 
and  their  friends  unwinding  in  a  clean 
and  relaxed  atmosphere.  104  Bradford, 
Provincetown.  (617)487-3232. _ (41) 

P'TOWN'S  WATERSHIP  INN 
Friendly,  cozy,  centrallly  located.  Most 
rooms  private  bath,  free  continental 
breakfast  open  wknds  in  Apr,  daily  May 

1,  487-0094,  7  Winthrop  St.,  Province- 
town,  MA.  For  reservations  made  in  Apr 
call  Jim  at  536-7289.  (42) 


MEN  IN  LOVE  WITH  BOYS.  .  . 

BOYS  IN  LOVE  WITH  MEN 
You  are  not  alone.  Join  us.  For  more 
information  write:  NAMBLA,  PO  Box 
174-M,  NYC,  NY  10018. _ (9/6) 

GAY/LESBIAN  AND  JEWISH? 

Am  Tikva  welcomes  you.  Activities 
include  religious  observances, 
discussions,  potluck  dinners,  folk 
dancing,  etc.  For  events,  check  GCN 
calendar,  call  628-3986  or  524-1617  or 
write  PO  Box  11,  Camb  MA  02138.  (36) 

BOSTON  LESBIAN/GAY  CATHOLICS 
Dignity/Boston  sponsors  a  liturgy  for 
Lesbian/Gay  and  concerned  Catholics 
every  Sunday  at  Arlington  Street 
Church  (Boston),  right  side  entrance  on 
Arlington  St.,  at  5:30  pm.  For  info  call 
Dignity/Boston  M-F  7-10  pm,  Sun  2-5 
pm,  536-6518.  DIGNITY/BOSTON  355 
Boylston  St,  Boston,  MA  02114.  (c) 

PUBLICATIONS 

crokay  club  CROW 

INK,  inc:  pee  o  box  1384  boston  ma 
02104. 


Quick  Gay  Guide 

Boston  Area  (61 7) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 
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Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth  338-9472 

'  128A  Tremont  St.  (4th  Floor)  (Hotline)  426-9371 

BAGALS  (Boston  Area  Lesbian  and  Gay  Schoolworkers) 
P.O.  Box  178,  Astor  St.,  Boston,  02123 
Black  Men-White  Men  Social/Support  Group 
c/o  GCN,  Box  1,  22  Bromfield  St.  Boston  02108 
Boston  Aslan  Gay  Men  &  Lesbians 
c/o  Glad  Day  Bookshop,  22  Bromfield  St. 

Boston,  02108  542-0144 

Boston  Lesbian  &  Gay  History  Project 
c/o  R.  Skiba,  75  Chandler  St.,  No.  5,  Boston  02116 
The  Cauldron  (Theater)  22  Randolph  St.  876-8819 

Chlltern  Mountain  Club  247-1206 

Box  104,  104  Charles  St.,  Boston  02114 
El  Comite  Latino  de  lesbianas  y  homosexuals  de  Boston 
P.O.  Box  365,  Cambridge,  02139  354-1755 

GAY  HOTLINE  (6pm-Mid.)  426-9371 

Frenz  &  Luvvers  Assoc.,  P.O.  Box  298,  Boston  02123 
Gay  Professional  Men's  Group  944-4818 

Gay  Recreational  Activities  Committee 

Box  8774,  Boston  02114  327-2620 

Gay  Speakers  Bureau,  P.O.  Box  2232, 

Boston  02107  354-0133 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Folkdancing  661-7223 

c/o  GCN  Box  5,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Hotline  (6-1 2pm,)  426-9371 

Merrymount  Music  Soc.,  Box  401,  104  Charles  St. 

Boston  021 14  236-4888 

Outreach  Institute,  Box  368,  Kenmore  St.,  02215  277-3454 
Parents  of  Gays  542-5188  (days),  426-9371  (nights) 

Project  Place  267-9150 


Skippers,  252  Boylston  St. 

Somewhere,  295  Franklin  St. 

Sporter's  Cafe,  228  Cambridge  St. 

Together,  110  Boylston  St. 

Club  Boston  (Gay  men's  baths),  4  LaGrange  St. 


262-5735 

423-7730 


426-0086 

426-1451 


POLITICAL/LEGAL 


BLAGMAR  (Boston  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men 
Against  the  Right)  445-3604 

c/o  GCN,  Box  4,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston  02108 
B.U.  Gay  and  Lesbian  Legal  Association  236-4710 

B.U.  Law  School,  755  Comm.  Ave. 

Cambridge  Gay  Political  Caucus, 
c/o  GCN,  Box  2,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  02108 
Civil  Liberties  Union  of  Mass.  742-8020 

GLAD  (Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates 
and  Defenders),  2  Park  Sq.  426-1350 

Harvard  Committee  on  Gay  and  Lesbian  Legal  Issues 
Roscoe  Pound  Hall,  Cambridge,  02138 
Lesbian/Gay  Prisoner  Project 
c/o  GCN,  22  Bromfield,  Boston  02108 
Robin  MacCormack,  Mayor’s  Office 
Mass  Gay  Political  Caucus 
Box  179, 11&Mass.  Ave.  Boston  02115 
National  Lawyers  Guild,  120  Boylston  St. 

Boston  02116 


725-4410 


471-8404 


542-5415 


STUDENT 


Gay  People  at  BU,  c/o  Program  Resources  Office 
George  Sherman  Union,  Boston  University. 
Gay/Lesbian  Concern  Group  of  Boston  College 


287-1900x2169 

495-5476 

253-5440 


118  Mass  Ave.,  Box  201,  Boston  02115  262-2473 

Gay  People's  Group,  UMass/Boston 
(Harbor  Campus),  Bldg  1,4th  fl,  Rm  178 
Harvard-Radcliffe  Gay  Info. 

Gays  at  MIT,  Rm.  50-306,  Cambridge  02139 
Northeastern  U.  Lambda 
255  Ell  Ctr„  N.U.,  Boston  02115 
Tufts  Gay  Community,  c/o  Student 
Activities  Office,  Medford  02155 

WOMEN _ 

Aradia  Counseling  for  Women,  520  Comm  Ave 
(Kenmore  Sq.)  247-4861  x58 

Cambridge  Women 's  Center  354-8807 

Counterpoint  Publ.,  Box  CY  442,  400  Comm.  Ave., 

Boston  02215 

Daughters  of  Bilitls,  1151  Mass.  Ave., 

Cambridge  02138  661-3633 

Gay  Professional  Women’s  Assn., 

Box  308,  Boston  U  Sta.,  Boston  02215 
Janus  Counseling  for  Lesbians, 

21  Bay  St.,  Cambridge  661-2537 

Lesbian  Liberation,  c/o  Women's  Center  354-8807 

Massachusetts  Feminist  Federal  Credit  Union 
1 86  V2  Hampshire  St.,  Camb.  661-0450 

Miriam  Rosenberg  (counseling)  1-358-7512 

National  Organization  for  Women 
99  Bishop  Allen  Dr.,  Cambridge  02139  661-6015 

Tufts  Women's  Center  628-5000  x793 

Womanspace,  636  Beacon  St.  (Kenmore  Sq.)  267-7992 

Women's  Alcoholism  Program, 

1348Cambridge  St.,  Cambridge  02139  661-1316 

Women’s  Community  Health  Center, 

639  Mass.  Ave.,  Cambridge  547-2302 

RELIGIOUS _ 

AmTikva  524-1617 

P.O.  Box  11,  Cambridge,  02138  628-3986 

Dignity,  355  Boylston  St.,  Boston  02114  536-6518 

Friends  (Quaker)  for  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Concerns,  5  Longfellow  Pk.,  Cambridge  497-1254 
Integrity,  P.O.  Box  2582,  Boston  02208  262-3057 

Lutherans  Concerned  for  Gay  People  536-3788 

Metropolitan  Community  Church  523-7664 

Fr.  Paul  Shanley  (Exodus  Center)  964-0996 

Unitarian  Universalists  Office  of  Gay  Concerns 
25  Beacon  St.,  Boston  02108  742-2100 

MEDIA _ 

Alyson  Publ.,  75  Kneeland,  Boston  542-5679 

Boston’s  Other  Voice,  WROR,  98.5FM 
Closet  Space  WCAS  (740  AM)  Katherine:  723-6327 

Common  Ground,  WMBR,  88.1FM 

Esplanade  787-1084 

Fag  Rag  661-7534 

Gay  Community  News  426-4469 

Good  Gay  Poets  661-7534 

Hit  Parade,  104  Charles  St.,  Boston,  02114  658-6494 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Media  Advocates 
c/o  GCN,  22  Bromfield,  02108  542-5679 

Musically  Speaking  (WMBR  88.1FM,  Sun.  1-3) 

Melanie  494-8810 

Persephone  Press 

Box  7222,  Watertown  02 1 72  924-0336 

Women's  Educ.  Media,  47  Cherry  St. 

Somerville  02144  666-0350 

Xanadu  Graphics,  143  Albany,  Camb.  02139  661-6975 

MEDICAL/COUNSELING _ 

Alcoholics  Anonymous  426-9444 

Belvi  I  le  &  Assoc.  266-1 450 

Boston  Gay  Nurses  Alliance/Gay 
Health  Workers,  Box  673,  Randolph  02368 
Fenway  Community  Health  Center 
Gay  AlAnon  (families  of  alcoholics) 

Gay  Nurses'  Alllance/East 

P.O.  Box  673,  Randolph,  MA  02368 
Gender  Identity  Service 
Homophile  Alcoholism  Treatment  Service 
Homophile  Community  Health  Service 
Mass  Bay  Counseling 
31  Channlng  St„  Newton  Corner  02158 
Sexual  Health  Centers  of  N.E.,  Inc., 

739  Boylston  St.,  Boston  02116 
Tapestry  Counseling  Inc., 

20  Sacramento  St.,  Cambridge. 

Tufts  Skin  Care  Clinic  (VD  treatment) 

Turley  &  Assoc.,  31  Channing  St.,  Newton,  02158 
Vachon/Volz/Taylor,  MD  Lesbian  &  Gay  Medicine 

1755  Beacon  St.,  Brookline  232-1459 


267-7573 

843-5300 


864-8181 

542-5188 

542-5188 

965-1311 

266-3444 

661-0248 

956-5293 

965-2040 


BOOKS/BARS 


Glad  Day  Book  Shop,  22  Bromfield  542-0144 

New  Words,  186  Hampshire,  Cambridge  02139  876-5310 

Red  Bookstore,  136  River  St.,  Camb.  491-6930 

Buddies,  733  Boylston  St.  262-2480 

Chaps,  27  Huntington  Ave.  266-7778 

Delivery  Entrance,  12  Wilton  St.  783-5701 

Elbow  Room,  100  Chandler  (at  Clarendon)  338-8447 

Harry’s  Place,  45  Essex  St.  338-8816 

Herbie’s  Ramrod  Room,  1254  Boylston  St.  247-0989 

Jacques,  79  Broadway  338-9066 

Kimmies  Disco,  237  Mass.  Ave.,  Camb.  354-8166 

Napoleon  Club,  52  Piedmont  St.  338-7547 

119  Merrimac 

Paradise,  180  Mass.  Ave.  (Cambridge)  864-4130 

Playland,  21  Essex  St.  338-7254 


443-4775 


Eastern  Mass.  (617) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Central  Middlesex  Social  Club, 

Box  470,  Maynard  01754 
Frenz  &  Luvvers,  Box  213,  W.  Boylston,  01583 
Gay  Hotline 

Mass.  Teachers  Assoc./Gay  Rights  Caucus 
P.O.  Box  75,  New  Salem  01355 
Montachusett  Gay  Alliance,  Fitchburg  342-5117 

North  Shore  Gay  Alliance 

Box  806,  Marblehead,  01915  745-6966 

Provincetown  24-Hour  Drop-in  Center  487-0387 

Survival  Crisis  Line  471-7100 

RELIGIOUS 


Dignity  Merrimack  Valley 
P.O.  Box  321,  Methuen  01844 
MCC  Worcester,  2  Wellington  St., 

WOMEN 


851-6711 

753-8360 


Everywoman's  Center,  Box  949,  14  Center 
St.,  Provincetown  02657  (4-6pm) 

Lesbian  Support  Group,  Mercy  Otis  Warren  Women's 
Center,  298  Main  St„  Hyannis  02601  771-6739 

New  Bedford  Women’s  Clinic  999-1570 

Origins,  Inc.,  A  Women’s  Center 

169  Boston  St.,  Salem  01970  745-5873 

The  Women’s  Bookstore,  1087  Main,  01603  791-5127 

Women’s  Meeting  House,  89  Downing  St.  01610  752-5905 

STUDENT _ 

Clark  U.  Gay  Alliance,  950  Main,  A-70 
Gay  Outreach  Assoc,  for  Lowell  (Unlv.)  Students 
South  Campus,  Student  Union  Rm  348  453-3804 

Salem  State  Gay  Task  Force 
Salem  St.  College,  Salem  01970  745-0556  (ext.  209) 

Western  Mass.  (413) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Berkshire  County  Gay  Coalition,  P.O.  Box  1562,  Pittsfield 
01201,  Berkshire  County  Info  447-7818 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Men's  Counseling  Collective 
406F  Student  Union,  UMass,  Amherst  545-2645 

Gay  Men  of  Franklin  Cty.,  Box  771,  Greenfield 
Help  Line  664-6391,664-6392 

Pioneer  Valley  People's  Gay  Alliance 
Box  181,  Northampton,  01061  586-5979 

Together,  Box  427,  Forest  Park  Sta.,  Springfield  01108 

WOMEN _ 

Common  Woman  Club,  78  Masonic  St., 

Northampton  01060  584-4580 

Every  women’s  Center,  Amherst  545-0883 

Franklin  Cty.  Lesbian  Alliance 
P.O.  Box  235,  Deerfield  01342 
Gay  Women’s  Caucus,  Amherst  545-3438 

Lesbians  United 

33  Pearl  St.,  Pittsfield,  01201  499-2425 

New  Alexandria  Lesbian  Library 
P.O.  Box  111,  Huntington  01050 
Southwest  Women’s  Center  545-0626 

Valley  Lesbian  Alliance  665-4705;  253-3082, 774-5464 
Women’s  Media  Project  (WMUA,  91.1FM)  545-2876 

Womonfyre  Books  586-6445 

RELIGIOUS _ 

Dignity/Springfield,  P.O.  Box  1604  Springfield  01101 

STUDENT _ 

Lesbian  &  Gay  Men’s  Counseling  Collective 
406F  UMass  Student  Union,  Amherst  545-2645 

Lesbian  Union,  920  Campus  Center,  * 

UMass,  Amherst  01003  545-3438 

People’s  Gay  Alliance,  RSO  368  Student 
Union,  UMass,  Amherst,  01002  545-0154 

Williams  Gay  Peoples  Union 
S.U.  Box  3212,  Williams  College,  Williamstown  01267 

Connecticut  (203) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Conn.  Gay  Task  Force,  P.O.  Box  1139, 

New  Haven  06505 

Gay  Switchboard,  Hartford,  M-S  1-11  pm, 

Sun  1-5  pm,  P.O.  Box  514,  Hartford  06101  522-5575 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Switchboard,  New  Haven, 

P.O.  Box  72, 06501 

M-F  8-11  pm  624-6869 

Gay  Spirit  (WWUH,  91.3FM)  Thurs  8:30pm 
Gay  Youth  624-6869 

George  W.  Henry  Foundation  (counseling), 

45  Church  St.,  Hartford  06103  522-2646 

Greater  Hartford  Lesbian  &  Gay  Taskforce  249-7691 

Institute  of  Social  Ethics/Gay  National  Archives, 

One  Gold  St.,  Suite  22-BC,  Hartford  06103  547-1281 

NAMBLA/CT  624-6869 

WOMEN _ 

Gay  Women's  Collective,  c/o  Women’s  Center, 

Box  U-118,  UConn,  Storrs  06268  486-4738 

Heartroots  Feminist  Therapy  Collective,  522-2763 

214  Laurel  St.,  Hartford  06105  747-5451 

Shorelinewoman  481-3575 

Women’s  Center,  Hartford,  57  Pratt  St., 

Rm  301,  Hartford  06103  525-2382 

Women's  Center,  Manchester  Community 
College,  P.O.  Box  1046,  Manchester,  06040  646-4900 

Women's  Center,  UConn,  Box  U-118, 

Storrs  06828  486-4738 

Women’s  Center,  Wesleyan,  Box  WW, 

Wesleyan  Sta.,  Middletown  06457  347-941 1 

Women’s  Liberation  Center,  New  Haven, 

614  Orange  St.,  New  Haven  06510  436-2488 

STUDENT 


527-3151 


442-7458 


523-4841  x-267 


Eros,  Gay  Students  at  Trinity  College 
c/o  Chaplain’s  Office,  Hartford  06106 
Gay  Alliance  at  Yale, 

P.O.  Box  2031,  Yale  Sta.,  New  Haven  06520 
Gay  Alliance,  UConn,  Box  U-8,  Storrs,  06268  486-2273 

Gay-Alliance,  Wesleyan,  c/o  Women’s  Center, 

Box  WW,  Wesleyan  Sta,,  Middletown,  06457  347-9411 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance,  So.  Conn.  St.  College, 

386  Sherman  Ave.,  New  Haven  06511  865-2802 

Gay  Community,  Conn.  College 
P.O.  Box  1295,  New  London  06320 
Gay  Student  Ctr.  Yale 
Box  2031,  New  Haven  06520 
Lesbian/Gay  Student  Alliance  UConn 
W.  Hartford  06117 
Lesbians,  Wesleyan,  c/o  Women’s  Center, 

Box  WW,  Wesleyan  St„  Middletown  06457  347-9411 

Yalesbians,  P.O.  Box  2031,  Yale  Sta., 

New  Haven  06520 

RELIGIOUS _ 

Dlgnity/Falrfleld  County, 

P.O.Box  348,  Belden  Sta.  Norwalk,  06850 
Dignity/Hartford,  P.O.  Box  72,  Hartford  06141  233-8325 

Dignity/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  285,  West  Haven  06516 
Integrity/Hartford,  P.O.  Box  3681, 

Central  Sta,,  Hartford  06103 
Integrity/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  1777, 

New  Haven  06507 

MCC/Hartford,  P.O.  Box  514,  Hartford  06101 
MCC/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  1273, 

New  Haven  06505 


522-2646 


787-1518 

522-5575 


777-9808 


MEDICAL/COUNSELING _ 

748-5341 


Gay  AA  (Danbury) 

Gay  Health  Workers  at  YNHH, 

Box  2031,  Yale  St.,  New  Haven,  06520 
Moonseed  (counseling) 


436-8354 

727-0379 


Rhode  Island  (401) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 


751-3322 

8pm-midnight 

728-9269 

728-6023 


Gay  Help  Line 

Box  5671,  Weybosset  Hill  Sta.  02903 
Gay  Community  Services  of  R. I., 

Box  6563,  Providence  02940 

MEDICAL/COUNSELING _ 

Providence  Gay  Group  of  AA  331-2047 

WOMEN _ 

756-0730  Gay  Women  of  Brown,  c/o  Sarah  Doyle  Women’s  Center, 

863-2189 


656-4173 

656-4173 


(eves)  338-6819 


775-1946 

863-1236 


Gay  Hotline,  U  of  VT 
Gay  Student  Union,  U  of  Vt, 

Burlington  05401,  M-F,  7-9pm 
Gay  People  at  Middlebury 

Box  D56,  Middlebury  College,  05753 
Middlebury  Gay  Men’s  Support  Group 
Southern  Vermont  Lesbians/Gay  Men’s 
Coalition,  P.O.  Box  1034,  Brattleboro  05301 
Southern  Vermont  Women’s  Health  Center, 

187  N.  Main  St.,  Rutland,  05701 
Women’s  Center,  P.O,  Box  92  Burlington  05401 
Integrity,  P.O.  Box  11  Winooski,  05404 

Maine  (207) 

Bates  Gay/Straight  Alliance,  Health  Ctr. 

Bates  College,  Lewiston  04240 
Bowdoin  College  Gay/Straight  Alliance,  Box  780, 
Brunswick  04011  725-8731  x420 

Center  for  Being,  8  Rocky  Hill  Estates 
Brunswick  04011  729-1750 

Dignity/Maine,  Box  7021,  Lewiston  04240 
Down  East  Gay  Alliance,  Box  O,  Ellsworth  04605 
Gay  Peoples  Alliance 

92  Bedford  St„  Portland  04103  780-4085 

Mainely  Gay,  P.O.  Box  4542,  Portland  04112 
Northern  Lambda  Nord,  P.O.  Box  990,  Caribou  04736 
Maine  Lesbian  Feminists  P.O.  Box  125,  Belfast  04915 
Midcoast  Gay  Men,  P.O.  Box  1146,  Rockland  04841 
Portland  Women's  Community 
c/o  D.  Elze,  15  Deering  Ave.,  Portland  04101 
Wilde-Stein  Club,  c/o  Memorial  Union, 

U.  of  Maine,  Orono  04473 

Parents  &  Friends  of  Gays  563-5856 


New  Jersey  (201 ) 

Dignity/Jersey  Shore,  Box  824,  Asbury  Park  07712  988-9510 
Dignity/Metropolitan,  Box  337,  Irvington  07111  755-9053 

Gay  Activist  Alliance/Morris  County 
Box  1 37  Convent  Sta.  07691  762-621 7 

Gay  Activists  Alliance  of  New  Jersey 
Box  1734,  South  Hackensack  07601  343-6402 

Gay  People  Princeton,  Box  2303,  Princeton  08540 
Integrity-Central  NJ 

Box  1432,  New  Brunswick  08903  249-9782 

Jacobin  Press,  Box  8011,  Jersey  City  07308 
Lambda  Alliance,  Box  223,  Eatontown  07724  229-7949 

Lavender  Express  (Publications),  c/o  Pat  Freeman, 

Box  218,  Kearny  07032 
Lesbian  Feminist  Collective,  Box  4042, 

Allwood  St.,  Clifton  07012  998-1023 

National  Committee  for  Sexual  Civil  Liberties 
18  Ober  Rd.,  Princeton  08540 
Organization  for  Gay  Awareness 
Box  41,  Orange  07050  ,  746-6196 

Rutgers  Gay  Alliance,  Student  Ctr.,  Box  91, 

College  Ave.  New  Brunswick  08903  932-7886 

New  York  City  (21 2) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Ass'n  of  Gay  Social  Workers, 
c/o  Gay  Switchboard  Message  Center, 

110  E.  23rd  St.,  Suite  502, 10010  777-7697 

Black  and  White  Men  Together/NY 
10  W.  76th  St.  10023  873-5572,  799-9432 

Chelsea  Gay  Association 

164  W  21st  St.  #1979, 10011  691-7950 

Citizens’  Party  Lesbian  and  Gay  Male  Caucus 

851-1873,866-6651 

FOLKS  (Friends  of  Little  Kids 
Gay  Atheists  League  of  America 
P.O.  Box  248,  Village  Sta  NYC  10014 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Blind,  110  East  23rd  St. 

Suite  502,  NYC  10010 
Gay  Male  "S/M"  Support  Group 
Gay  Switchboard 

Gayellow  Pages,  P.O.Box  292,  Village  Sta. 

Girth  and  Mirth  Club 

North  American  Man/Boy  Love  Assoc.  (NAMBLA) 

Box  174,  NYC  10018 
Oscar  Wilde  Memorial  Bookshop, 

15  Christopher  St. 

Senior  Action  In  a  Gay  Environment 
487A  Hudson  St.  10014 
West  Side  Discussion  Group, 

Greenwich  House,  27  Barrow  St, 

WOMEN 


989-6653 

595-1445 


243-3332 

777-1800 

744-2785 

734-7748 


255-8097 

741-2247 


242-4140 


All  The  Queens  Women,  Box  271,  Sta.  A. 

Flushing  11358  359-9204 

Gay  Women's  Alternative,  4  W.  76th  St.  10023  532-8669 

Lesbian  Herstory  Archives,  P.O.  Box  1258,  10001 
Lesbian  Switchboard,  243  W.  20th  St.  10010  741-2610 


POLITICAL/LEGAL 


186  Meeting  St.,  Providence,  02912 
Lesbian  Feminist  Union,  Sarah  Doyle  Center 
Box  1829  Brown  Sta.,  Providence  02912  863-2189 

Support  Group  for  Gay  Women  Over  25 
Box  755,  Pawtucket  02860  942-5368 

STUDENT _ 

Brown/RISD  Gay  Students,  Box  49,  Brown  U., 

Providence  02912  863-3062 

Providence  Gay  Youth  Group  272-9247 

RELIGIOUS _ 

Dignity/Providence,  Box  2231,  Pawtucket  02861  724-0132 

MCC/Providence,  5  Junction  St.,  Providence  272-9247 
MCC  Innovative  Ministry  (terminally  ill,  aged  and 
handicapped),  Rev.  Michael  Nordstrom  272-8482 

New  Hampshire  (603) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Dignity/Integrity  52  Pleasant  St.,  Concord  03301  485-3144 

Nashua  Area  Gays,  P.O.Box  3472, 

Nashua  03061  Paul  888-1305 

NH  Coalition  of  Lesbians  &  Gay  Men 
Box  521,  Concord  03301  485-5770 

NH  Lambda,  Box  1043,  Concord  03301;  Concord  224-3785, 
746-3339;  Portsmouth  431-1541;  Nashua  889-1416 
Keene  339-4327 

Speakers  Bureau,  Box  521,  Concord  03301 

MEN _ _ 

Central  N.H.  Men’s  Support  Group 
31  Union  St.,  Concord  03301 
Seacoast  Gay  Men,  P.O.  Box  1394 

WOMEN _ 

Full  Circle,  monthly  feminist  news 
journal,  P.O.  Box  235,  Contoocook,  NH  03229 
Lesbian  Feminist  Collective,  Box  47,  Penacook 

STUDENT  _ 

Campus  Gay  Awareness,  Mem.  U,  UNH 
Durham  03824 

Dartmouth  Gay  Students’  Assoc. 

Hinman  Box  5057,  Hanover  03755 

Vermont  (802) 


228-8049 

Portsmouth  03801 


Coalition  for  Lesbian  &  Gay  Rights 
29  W  21st  St.  924-2970 

Committee  of  Lesbian  and  Gay  Male  Socialists  988-3012 
Gay  Activists  Alliance  932-0216  (eves) 

Gay  Lawyers  &  Law  Students'  Group 

Postal  Address:  Law  Group  P.O.  Box  1899 
Grand  Central  Station  10017  628-8532 

Gay  Teachers  Assoc.  Box  435,  Van  Brunt  Sta. 

Brooklyn  11215  255-5969,499-1060 

Lambda  Legal  Defense,  132  W.  43rd,  10036  944-9488 

National  Coalition  of  Gay  Activists, 

P.O.  Box  A-711,  Grand  Central  Sta.,  10017 
National  Gay  Task  Force,  80  Fifth  Ave.,  Rm  1601  741-5800 
National  March  on  Washington 
29  W.  21st  St.,  2nd  fl.,  10010  924-2970 

RELIGIOUS 


Church  of  the  Beloved  Disciple, 

348  W.  14th  St„  10004 
Congregation  Beth  Simchat  Torah, 

55  Bethune  St.  10014 
Dignity/Gay  and  Lesbian  Catholics, 

Box  1554,  FuflSta.  10150 
Evangelicals  Concerned 
Integrity-Episcopal  Gay  Society, 

GPO  Box  1549,  10001 
Lutherans  Concerned,  c/o  McQueen 
277  W.  10th  St.  9F,  10014 
MCC/NY,  201  W.  13th  St„  10011 

MEDIA/ENTERTAINMENT 


242-6616 

929-9498 

869-3050 

688-0628 


989-6653 


596-3839,  242-5549 
242-1212 


Gay  Theatre  Alliance 

Box  294,  10014 

WBAI  Gay  Rap 

STUDENT 

598-2597 

674-6004 

Gay  &  Young 

685-6727 

New  York  U.  Gay  People's  Union 

Loeb  Student  Ctr,  Rm  810 

598-7056 

MEDICAL/COUNSELING 

Gay  Men’s  Health  Project 

74  Grove  St.  Rm  2RW,  10014 

691-6969 

Homosexual  Community  Counseling  Ctr. 

688-0628 

Identity  House 

243-8181 

Institute  For  Human  Identity 

799-9432 

National  Gay  Health  Collective 

55  West  26  St.  #402, 10010 

725-0114 

New  York  State 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Alternatives  Corner  (516)483-2050 

374  Woodfield  Rd.  W.  Hemstead,  11522 
Broome  County  Gay  Alliance,  P.O.  Box  F-1711 
Binghamton  13902 

Capital  District  Gay  Community  Center  (7-1 1pm), 

332  Hudson  Ave.,  Albany  12210  (518)462-6138 

Confide— counseling  for  transvestites 
and  transsexuals.  Box  56,  Tappan  10983 
East  End  Gay  Organization, 

P.O.  Box  87,  Southampton  11968  (516)324-2468 

Empty  Closet  Collective,  713  Monroe  Ave. 

Rochester  14607  (716)271-6750 

Gay  Alliance  of  The  Genessee  Valley,  (716)  244-8640 

713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester,  14614  or  244-9030 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance,  P.O.  Box  22740,  Albany  12222 
Gay  Helpline,  (Fri-Sun,  7:30-10  p.m.)  (607)797-3453 

Gay  Light  Collective,  389  W.  Onondaga  St., 

(315)475-6857 


(716)831-2179 


(518)  465-9246 
(516)826-0600 
(518)  462-6138 


Syracuse  13202 

Gay  Peoples  Alliance  SUNY  Buffalo 
111  Talbert  Hall  14260 
Gertrude  Stein  Book  Collective, 

262  Central  Ave,  Albany  12206; 

(by  mail:  Box  1807,  Albany  12201) 

Middle  Earth  Switchboard 
(gay  peer  counseling) 

NY  State  Coalition  of  Gay  Organizations, 

Box  131,  Albany  12201 

Parents  of  Gays/L.l,  c/o  Gay  Concerns  Comm. 

109  Browns  Rd.,  Huntington,  11746  (516)427-3683 

Parents  of  Lesbians  &  Gay  Men  793-5198 

WOMEN _ _ 

Bisexual/Gay  Women’s  Action  Line  (516)791-5565 

Herlzon  —  A  Woman’s  Space,  77  State  St.,  Binghamton 
Lesbian  Resource  Center, 

713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester  14607  (716)  244-9030 

Lesbian  Switchboard  (Mon,  7-9  p.m.)  (607)  722-3629 

MEN _ 

Rochester  Gay  Men’s  Gathering 
713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester  14607 
Westchester  Gay  Men's  Assoc. 

255  Grove  St.,  White  Plains,  10601 
Gay  Hotline  (8-1 1pm) 

RELIGIOUS _ 

Affirmation  (Unitarian  Universalist  Gay  Caucus), 

34  Chestnut  Rd.,  Delmar  12054 
Dignity/Integrity/Rochester,  42  Tyler  House, 

17  So.  Fitzhugh  St.,  Rochester  14614  (716)  232-6521 

Dignlty/L.l„  P.O.  621P,  Bayshore  11706 
Gay  Concerns  Committee  of  the  Unitarian  Universalist 
Fellowship  of  Huntington,  109  Browns  Rd., 

Huntington  11743 

STUDENT 


(914)948-4922 


(607)  256-6482 

(716)244-8640 

(716)275-6181 
(516)420-2134 
(516)  246-7943 


Gay  People  at  Cornell 
528  Willard  Straight,  Ithaca  14853 
Gay  Brotherhood  of  Rochester, 

713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester 
Gay  Liberation  Front,  U.  of  R.,  Wilson 
Commons,  Rochester  14607 
Gay  Men  and  Women  at  Farmingdale 
Gay  Student  Union,  SUNY  Stony  Brook 
Hamilton-Kirkland  Gay  Alliance,  Box  80, 

Hamilton  College,  Clinton  13323 
Harpur  Gay  Alliance 
SUNY,  Binghamton,  Box  2000,  13901 
Harpur  Lesbian  Alliance,  SUNY,  Binghamton,  13901 
Lambda  Univ.,  Box  131,  Albany  12201  (518)  462-6138 

Teen  Gays  of  New  York 

385  W.  Onondaga  St.  Syracuse  13202  (315)475-6857 

MEDIA _ 

Northeast  ALIVE,  262  Central  Ave,  Albany  12206; 

(by  mail:  Box  1807,  Albany  12201)  465-0423 

The  Other  Voice  (Gay  Publication) 
c/o  Looking  Left,  SUNY  Binghamton  13901 


POLITICAL/LEGAL 


Capital  District  Gay  Political  Caucus, 
Box  131,  Albany  12201 


(518)462-6138 


PLEASE  UPDATE  YOUR  LISTINGS  AS 
SOON  AS  POSSIBLE  BY  WRITING:  QGG, 
c/o  GCN,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02108. 

GCN  OFFERS  THIS  GUIDE  AS  A  SERV¬ 
ICE  TO  THE  COMMUNITY.  WHENEVER 
POSSIBLE  ORGANIZATIONS  LISTED 
SHOULD  FEEL  FREE  TO  SUPPORT  THIS 
LISTING  WITH  A  CONTRIBUTION 
($1 0/YEAR;  MORE  IF  YOU  CAN,  LESS  IF 
YOU  CAN’T). 


Calendar 


weekly  events 


*********  ***** 


Acton,  MA  —  Central  Middlesex  Social  Club 
meets  at  7:30pm.  All  invited.  Info:  263-9607. 
Orleans,  MA  —  Shoreline,  a  gay  social  group, 
alternative  to  the  bars,  on  Cape  Cod.  Meets 
every  2nd  Sunday.  Info:  P.O.  Box  1614, 
Orleans,  MA  02653. 

Greenfield,  MA  —  Gay  Men  of  Franklin 
County.  Every  third  Sun.  Green  River  Cafe,  Os¬ 
good  St.  7pm. 


New  Bedford,  MA  —  Rap  group  at  the  Aid 
Center.  18  S.  Water  St.  8-10pm.  Info:  999-3141. 
Uxbridge,  MA  —  Support  and  Discussion 
Group  for  Lesbians.  Eves,  7:30pm.  Info- 
278-5475. 

'Hartford,  CT  —  Greater  Hartford  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Task  Force  meets  at  Hill  Ctr.,  350  Farm¬ 
ington  Ave.  7pm  (First  Tues.)  Info:.  249-7691. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  Liberation.  A 
leaderless  support  group  meeting  every 
Thursday  from  8-10pm.  Newcomers  welcome. 
Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  354-8807. 


Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Area  Lesbian  and  Gay 
History  Project.  7:30pm.  Info:  426-7351. 


Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Regularly 
scheduled  sports  events  (with  info  #s):  volley¬ 
ball  266-2147;  running  825-0181;  swimming 
227-5363;  tennis  744-5498;  scuba  899-7630; 
fencing  731-6344;  biking  275-1336;  basketball 
236-1914;  rollerskating  625-3314. 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Recreational  Activities 
Committee  (GRAC).  Regularly  scheduled 
events:  basketball,  swimming,  volleyball  and 
running.  Info:  327-2620. 

★  ★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 


Sunday 

Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Area  Coalition  for 
Cuban  Aid  and  Resettlement  (BACCAR)  open 
meeting  for  potential  sponsors  of  gay  and 
lesbian  Cuban  refugees  and  also  for  other 
interested  persons.  Arlington  St.  Church. 
Every  Sunday  at  3pm.  Info:  723-2997  (8-12pm). 

Boston,  MA  —  "Boston’s  Other  Voice,” 
weekly  discussions  of  problems  facing  the 
gay  community.  News,  interviews,  calendar, 
music.  10:30pm.  (WROR,  98.5FM) 

Boston,  MA  —  Oasis,  a  Coffeehouse  with 
entertainment.  Tonight:  Open  hoot.  Bring  your 
talents  and  your  instruments  and  sign  up  at 
the  door.  355  Boylston  St.  (chapel  entrance) 
Doors  open  at  7:30pm.  No  admittance  after  8. 
$2. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Folk¬ 
dancing.  Third  Sunday  of  the  month  (see  also 
Saturdays).  Phillips  Brooks  House,  Harvard 
Yard.  12:30-2:30pm.  Beginners  welcome.  Info: 
Beth  666-4278  or  Michael  492-1339. 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  AA  meets  at  Old  West 
Church,  131  Cambridge  St.  Gay  men  and 
women.  2:30pm 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Merrymount  Musical 
Society,  a  musical  group  for  gay  men  and 
lesbians,  offering  informal  concerts  on  the 
3rd  Sudnay  of  each  month.  Interested 
musicians  (&  listeners!)  call  Mark  236-4888  or 
Rachel  742-7997. 

Boston,  MA  —  Musically  Speaking,  women's 
programming.  Music,  Ideas,  announcements. 
Call  Melanie  at  494-8810  with  events  and  com¬ 
ments.  (WMBR-FM  88.1)  Sundays  1-3pm. 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  and  Lesbian  Physicians  of 
New  England.  Meets  every  2nd  Sunday  at 
2pm.  Info:  (617)  482-6874  or  247-5485. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Gays  at  MIT  (GAMIT)  meets 
at  5pm.  Walker  Memorial  Bldg.  142  Mem.  Dr. 
3rd  fl.  Everyone  welcome.  Info:  253-5440. 
Cambridge,  MA  —  Closet  Space,  a  weekly 
news,  interviews  and  music  program  for  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men.  On  WCAS,  740AM.  11am. 


Concord,  NH  —  NH  Coalition  of  Lesbians  and 
Gay  Men.  First  Sun.  of  the  month.  1-5pm. 
Statewide  political  action  group.  Info: 
228-8049. 

Boston,  MA  —  Oasis,  a  coffeehouse  with 
entertainment.  Tonight:  bring  your  talents  and 
instruments  and  sign  up  at  the  door.  355 
Boylston  St.  (chapel  entrance).  7:30pm.  $2.  All 
are  welcome. 


monday 

Boston,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride 
Committee  meets  every  Mon  eve  at  7:30pm  at 
the  BAGLY  (Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Youth  office,  128A  Tremont  St.  (across 
from  Park  St.  stop),  4th  floor.  Come  help  plan 
for  our  June  celebration!  Info:  262-4777  (Voice 
and  TTY). 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Parents  and  Friends  of 
Gays  meet  on  the  first  Monday  of  the  month. 
7:15pm  sharp  at  the  Episcopal  Theological 
Seminary  Library,  99  Brattle  St.  Info:  542-5188 
or  write:  PFOG,  40  Cogswell  Ave.,  Cambridge, 
MA  02140. 

Boston,  MA  —  The  Front  Runners  running 
group.  Jogging,  running  and  racing  for  men 
and  women.  Weekly  runs  on  Esplanade: 
M,W,F  at  6  PM  Info:  825-0181. 

Somorville,  MA  —  Women’s  Center  Coffee¬ 
house.  7:30-10:30pm.  Entertainment  for 
women  every  Mon,  eve.  at  the  Women's 
Center,  38  Union  Sq.  (above  laundromat). 
Food  and  non-alcoholic  refreshments.  $1 
donation.  Info:  623-9340. 

Amherst,  MA  —  Gay/Lesbian/Bi  Rap  Group 
UMass  Campus  Center.  6:30-9pm.  Info: 
545-0154. 


Portsmouth,  NH  —  Seacoast  Gay  Men.  7pm. 
Info:  P.O.Box  1394,  Portsmouth  03801. 


Brattleboro,  VT  —  Southern  Vermont  Gay 
Men  meet  every  4th  Monday  at  the  Common 
Ground,  25  Elliot  St.  7:30pm. 

Nashua,  NH  —  Meeting  of  Nashua  Area  Gays. 
8pm.  Info:  Paul  888-1305,  or  write:  Nashua 
Area  Gays,  P.O.  Box  3472,  Nashua  03061. 
Boston,  MA  —  Gay  People  of  B.U.  Meeting. 
Hartman  Lounge,  basement  School  of  Theo¬ 
logy,  745  Comm.  Ave.  8-10pm. 

tuesday 

Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Area  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Schoolworkers  (BAGALS)  meets  on  the  first 
Tuesday  of  each  month,  for  support  and 
political  action.  355  Boylston  St.  (church 
annex).  7:30pm.  Refreshments. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Friends  Meeting  at  Cam¬ 
bridge.  Draft  counseling.  Every  Tuesday  at 
3:30  and  7:30pm.  5  Longfellow  Park  (near  Har¬ 
vard  Sq.)  Info:  876-6883. 


Wednesday 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Youth  Rap.  Boston  Al¬ 
liance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY).  For 
all  between  thq  ages  of  14  and  22.  7-9pm.  128A 
Tremont  St.  (near  Park  St.  stop),  4th  floor.  Info: 
BAGLY  338-9472  or  the  Hotline:  426-9371. 

Boston,  MA  —  Walk-in  VD  screening  and 
treatment  for  and  by  gay  men.  6:30-8pm.  Fen¬ 
way  Community  Health  Center,  16  Haviland 
St  (near  Audltorlum.stop).  267-7573. 

Boston,  MA  —  Massachusetts  Gay  Political 
Caucus  meets  at  7:30pm  every  2nd  and  4th 
Wednesday  of  the  month.  Info:  471-8404. 

Boston,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Media  Advo 
cates  (LAGMA)  meeting.  7:30-9:30pm.  New 
members  welcome.  Help  make  the  media 
more  responsive  to  our  needs.  Info:  542-5679. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  35  + 
women's  discussion  and  social  group.  Old 
Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave, 
8pm.  Second  Wed.  and  last  Fri.  of  each 
month. 

Lynn,  MA  —  North  Shore  Gay  AA  weekly 
meeting.  Lynn  Community  Health  Center,  86 
Lafayette  Park.  7om.  Info:  599-5928. 

Providence,  Rl  —  Transvestite/transsexual 
meetings.  8pm.  Info:  272-9247. 


thursday 

BOSTON,  MA  —  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 
NEEDS  HELP  PROOFREADING  AND  LAYING 
OUT  THE  PAPER.  NO  EXPERIENCE 
NECESSARY.  PROOFREADING  BEGINS 
5-ISH  AND  LAYOUT  ABOUT  7:30. 
REFRESHMENTS  AND  GOOD  TIMES!  22 
BROMFIELD  ST.  (NEAR  PARK  ST.)  INFO: 
426-4469. 

Boston,  MA  —  North  American  Man  Boy  Love 
Association  (NAMBLA).  Regular  meetings  on 
1st  and  3rd  Thurs.  8pm.  Glad  Day  Bookshop, 
22  Bromfield  St.  (near  Park  St.)  Info:  542-0144. 


Boston,  MA  —  Oasis  Club.  Food,  disco,  rap 
sessions  and  games.  9pm-4am  every  Thurs¬ 
day.  79  Broadway  St.  (Bay  Village)  in  the 
Downtown  Club.  Gay  club  for  everyone  18  and 
over.  $3  membership.  Info:  338-8831. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  Dis¬ 
cussion  and  social  group.  Old  Cambridge. 
Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  (Harv.  Sq.) 
8pm.  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays.  Info:  661-3633. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbians  with  children. 
Support  group.  8-10pm.  Cambridge  Women’s 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  354-8807. 

Somerville,  MA  —  Lesbian  Support  Group  for 
younger  women.  Somerville  Women's  Center, 
38  Union  Square,  (2nd  floor  over  laundromat). 
6pm.  Info:  623-9340. 

New  York,  NY  —  Biweekly  gay  male  “S/M" 
support  group.  8pm.  Info:  Brian  243-3332 
(6-10pm). 

New  York,  NY  —  General  meeting  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee”  of  Lesbian  and  Gay  Male  Socialists  at 
[NY  Marxist  School,  151  W  19th  St.  7th  floor. 
7:30pm.  Info:  988-3012. 

Boston,  MA  —  N.U.  Lambda,  Northeastern 
University’s  social  and  support  group  for 
lesbians,  gay  men  and  their  friends  meets 
every  Thursday  at  245  Ell  Center.  7pm. 

Northampton,  MA  —  Pioneer  Valley  Gay 
People's  Alliance  is  now  forming.  Meetings 
on  first  and  third  Thursdays  at  the  Unitarian 
Society,  220  Main  St.  7:30pm.  Info:  (413) 
586-5979. 

friday 

BOSTON,  MA  —  WE  NEED  HELP  SENDING 
OUT  GCN  EVERY  FRIDAY  EVENING.  COME 
BY  FOR  A  FEW  HOURS  ANYTIME  AFTER  6 
AND  SHARE  ENERGY.  REFRESHMENTS 
AND  GOOD  TIMES!!!  WOMEN  AND  MEN 
WELCOME.  22  BROMFIELD  ST.  (NEAR  PARK 
ST.) 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  male  cultural  production 
group  forming  in  Boston  for  local  and  national 
entertainers.  Any  interest  or  experience,  call 
Dimid  at  (617)  445-3604.  Leave  message. 
Pittsfield,  MA  —  Lesbians  United  meetings. 
Info:  Women’s  Services  Center,  499-2425. 

Saturday 

Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY)  drop-in  center  and 
occasional  trips/activities  for  lesbians  and 
gay  youth  14-22.  1pm  on.  128A  Tremont  St. 
(across  from  Park  St.  sta.)  4th  floor.  Info: 
BAGLY  338-9472  (esp  Wed  &  Thurs  eves)  or 
426-9371  (eves). 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Folk¬ 
dancing.  First  Saturday  of  the  month,  3-5pm 
followed  by  a  potluck  dinner.  Phillips  Brooks 
House,  Harvard  Yard.  Beginners  welcome. 
(See  also  Sundays).  Info:  Beth  666-4278  or 
Michael  492-1339. 


coming  events 


Note  to  our  readers  outside  the  Boston  area: 
so  much  is  happening  in  the  Boston  area  that 
we  can  no  longer  in  the  limited  space  we  have 
list  events  for  all  our  readers.  We  encourage 
you  to  support  (or  start!)  local  calendars  of 
events  with  your  time  and  energy  (and  $  I) 


may  6  wed 

Boston,  MA  —  Trashy  lesbian  paperback  and 
classic  literature  are  all  in  "Lesbians  in  Fic¬ 
tion",  a  slide/tape  show.  Plus,  play  the  "Les¬ 
bian  Wedding  Game ",  a  simulation  exercise 
about  relationships.  At  Oasis  Coffeehouse, 
355  Boylston  St.(chapel  entrance).  Doors  open 
at  7:30.  No  one  admitted  after  8.  Wed.  is  wo¬ 
men  only  night.  $3. 

7  thurs 

Boston,  MA  —  GCN  NEED  HELP 
PROOFREADING  AND  LAYING  OUT  THE  PA¬ 
PER.  SEE  THURSDAYS  ABOVE  FOR  DE¬ 
TAILS.  IT'S  FUN! 

Boston,  MA  —  Oasis,  a  coffeehouse  with 
entertainment.  Tonight:  Pam  Weeks,  music 
music.  355  Boylston  st.(chapel  entrance) 
Doors  open  at  7:30.  No  one  admitted  after  8. 
All  are  welcome.  $3. 


8  fri 

Boston,  MA  —  GCN  ALWAYS  NEED  HELP 
SENDING  OUT  THE  PAPER.  SEE  FRIDAYS 
ABOVE  FOR  DETAILS.  DIG  IT! 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Common  Ground.  (WMBR 
88.1  FM)  8-9pm.  Robin  MacCormack,  Mayor 
White's  liason  to  the  gay  community,  talks 
about  the  responsibilities,  joys  and  frus¬ 
trations  of  his  job.  Also  the  week's  news  from 
GCN  and  elsewhere. 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Poetry  reading  with  Sal 
Farinella  (Boston)  and  Maurice  Kenny  (New 
York).  Glad  Day  Book  Shop,  22  Bromfield  St. 
(near  Park  St.)  8pm. 

Boston,  MA  —  Oasis,  a  coffeehouse  with 
entertainment.  Tonight:  Marcia  Diehl,  good¬ 
time  music  and  plastic  penguin.  355  Boylston 
St.  (chapel  entrance)  Doors  open  at  7:30pm. 
No  one  admitted  after  8.  All  are  welcome.  $3. 

9  sat 

Boston,  MA  —  Lesbian  Poetry  Reading  with 
Adrienne  Rich,  Audre  Lorde,  Judy  Grahn,  Mi¬ 
chelle  Cliff, Pat  Parker,  Robin  Becker  and 
many  others.  Arlington  St.  Church,  25  Ar¬ 
lington  St.  (at  Boylston).  8pm.  Tickets  at  New 
Words,  Women's  Emporium,  Glad  Day  Book 
Shop.  $5.50  in  advance,  $6.50  at  the  door. 
Boston,  MA  —  “The  lesbian  and  gay  social 
work  practitioner".  Lesbian/Gay  Task  Force  of 
the  National  Assoc,  of  Social  Workers.  Mc- 
Guinn  Hall,  Boston  College.  9:15am.  Info: 
227-9635  or  566-6505. 


West  Andover,  MA  — -  "Straight  Talk  About 
Lesbians"  with  discussion.  Dignity/- 

Merrimack  Valley.  Christian  Formation 

Center,  River  Rd.  (off  Rt.  93).  8.30pm. q 
Boston,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  Benefit 
potluck.  156  Warren  Ave.  7:30pm.  Donation. 
Bring  food  to  share.  lnfo:661-3633  (Tues  or 
Thurs  8-10pm).  All  women  invited. 

Boston,  MA  —  Day  long  writing  workshop  for 
women  with  writer's  block,  ficilitated  by  Beth 
Hodges.  lnfo:Fern  253-6428  (w). 
Cambridgeport,MA  —  Community  building 
meeting  to  get  imput  for  next  Saturday’s 
"Men’s  walk  against  Rape  and  Violence”. 
Cambridgeport  Children’s  Center,  65r 
Chestnut  St.  1pm.  Info:  OASIS  776-3452. 
Portland, ME  —  Maine  Lesbian  and  Gay  Men's 
Symposium.  Info:  Gay  People's  Alliance,  92 
Bedford,  Portland  04103. 

Boston,  MA  —  Oasis,  a  coffeehouse  with 
enterainment.  Tonight:  Jan  Hanson,  original, 
music.  355  Boylston  St.  (chapel  entrance). 
Doors  open  at  7:30pm.  No  one  admitted  after 
8.  All  are  welcome.  $3. 


10  sun 

Boston,  MA  —  Audre  Lorde  and  Judy  Grahn 
will  read  fabulous  lesbian  poetry  and  prose  at 
the  Cauldron  Experimental  Theater,  22  Ran¬ 
dolph  St.  (off  Harrison  Between  Union  and 
East  Berkeley  Sts.;  Dover  T  stop.  5pm. 


Boston,  MA  —  Mother  s  Day  March  for 
support  of  the  black  families  in  Atlanta.  Meet 
at  Roberto  Clemete  Park,  on  the  Fenway,  be¬ 
hind  the  Museum  of  Fine  Arts,  at  1pm  for  a 
march  to  and  rally  on  the  Boston  Common. 
EVERYONE  welcome.  Organized  by  the  Cam¬ 
bridge  Lesbian  Mothers  Support  Group 
Cambridge,  MA  —  "Until  she  talks”,  a  film  by 
Mary  Lampson  (editor  "With  Babies  and  Ban¬ 
ners”  and  "Harlan  County"),  about  the 
experience  of  young  women  caught  up  in  the 
grand  jury  process.  Without  being  charged  or 
tried  she  goes  to  jail  for  refusing  to  testify. 
7:30pm.  Harvard  Science  Ctr.  Aud.  C.  Benefit 
for  the  3oston  Bail  Fund.  $2.50.  lnfo:491-1575 
or  426-1912. 

Boston,  MA  —  “The  sexual  economy  of 
capitalist  patriarchy",  a  talk  by  Barbara 
Zanotti  at  the  Community.  Church  of  Boston, 
565  Boylston  St.  (Copley  Square)  11am.  Non¬ 
sectarian,  no  admission  charge,  childcare 
available. 

Boston,  MA  —  Oasis,  a  coffee  house  with 
enterainment.  Tonight:Julie  Woods  in  con¬ 
cert.  355  Boylston  St.  (chapel  entrance).  Doors 
open  at  7:30pm.  No  one  admetted  after  8.  All 
are  welcome.  $3. 

12  tues 

Boston,  MA  —  Nancy  Toder,  author  of 
Choices  (Persephone  Press)  will  appear  on 
the  Mike  Douglas  Show.  Check  local  listings 
for  correct  time. 


The  deadline  for  Calendar  items  is  Tuesday  at  noon  for  the  following  issue 


